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(@) KELVIN TRADING PTY LTD

Manufacturer, Wholesaler and Retailer

YARRABEE

Sale
Price Excl. GST
Valid: 16/05 —30/06

Queen Excluder
(Galvanized Steel)
8-frame: $9 ea.,
10-frame: $10 ea.
Minimum quantity (MOQ): 100 pieces

Frame with Plastic Foundation

Assembled:
FD: $2.60 set, WSP: $2.40 set,

Ideal: $2.20 set. MOQ:1180 pieces

Flat Pack:
FD: $2.00 set, WSP: $1.90 set,
Ideal: $1.80 set. MOQ:2400 sets

Plastic Foundation (Food-grade Plastic)
FD: $0.80 ea., WSP: $0.70 ea.,

Manley: $0.70 ea., Ideal: $0.60 ea.
MOQ:1000 pieces

Hive Super (New Zealand Radiata Pine)
FD, WSP, Manley, Ideal
Flatpack or assembled and painted

Glass Honey Jars

Bt B ' Capacity: 390ml (500g Honey)
*"‘*/”- $1425/Pallet (24pcs/box, 2688pcs/Pallet)

' Capacity: 780ml (1000g Honey)

$1342/Pallet (20pcs/box, 1440pcs/Pallet)

@ 31/830-850 Princes Highway, Springvale, VIC 3171

H.!' DA ktpl1o@yahoo.com.au

Ofx o/ PH: (03) 8555 4754, Mobile: 0405123098
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The Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc. (VAA)

The VAA was founded in 1892
and is the peak body for
beekeeping in Victoria.

The Association advocates to

federal, state, and local

governments to protect and
improve Victoria’s honey
resources and to ensure
beekeepers’ interests are
safeguarded and promoted.

We work to secure effective

legislation and encourage

scientific investigation and
research in all aspects of
beekeeping.

Our achievements include:

e Introducing the Victorian
Apiary Code of Practice
allowing bees to be kept in
urban areas

o Contributing to the new
Apiculture on Public Lands
Policy through our
involvement with the Buzz
Committee

o Working with Plant Health
Australia which contributed to
the development of the
Australian Biosecurity Code of
Practice.

The VAA advocates for the

beekeeping industry on behalf of

all beekeepers in Victoria.

Management

The VAA Board meets a
minimum of six times a year.
Members of the

2025 - 2026 Board

Administration Officer

Tino Corsetti

PO Box 721

Woodend, Victoria, 3442

Mob: 0498 461 460
vaa@yvicbeekeepers.com.au
tino.corsetti@vicbeekeepers.com.au

Treasurer
Samantha Muir
treasurer@yvicbeekeepers.com.au

President

Lindsay Callaway

(Bendigo Branch representative)
0429 857 835
warral@iinet.net.au

Vice President

Dr. Andrew Wootton

0481 392 798
andrew.wootton@gmail.com

Other members:

Tony Wilsmore

(Melbourne Section Rep.)
0400 817 146
tony@suburbanbees.com.au

Ben Moore
0400 728 796
moore honey@hotmail.com

Richard Collins
0488 199 629
admin@collinshoney.com.au

Olivia Ducommun-Dit-Verron
0468 526 400
o.ducommun-dit-verron
@latrobe.edu.au

Millie Enbom-Goad
0400 083 582
millie_enbomgoad@yahoo.com.au

Lachlan Goode
0497 365 963
lachlangoode@gmail.com

Matt Petersen
0407 689 849
sweetdcfhoney@gmail.com

VAA sub-committees &
conveners

Contact by email is preferred
Biosecurity

Ken Gell

Finance & Insurance

Ken Gell

Education

Dr. Andrew Wootton
Melbourne Show/fund raising
Judy Leggett

Constitution & Legal
Lindsay Callaway
Conference

Lindsay Callaway

Clubs & Affiliates

Phillip McPherson

Aust. Bee Journal/Website

VICTORIAN APIARISTS' ASSOCIATION INC
Resources
Ken Gell
Services

Commercial beekeeping
Phil McPherson
Recreational beekeeping

All beekeepers and interested
groups are welcome to join the
VAA.

Membership benefits include:

* The VAA’s monthly magazine
Australian Bee Journal (ABJ)
including one free classified ad
per year

» Access to the members’ only
section of the VAA website
www.vicbeekeepers.com.au
 Discounts for beekeeping
services and products, including
insurance

» Borrowing rights to the
extensive VAA library

* Voting rights at VAA regional
group meetings and the annual
VAA state conference

* Opportunity to participate in
and contribute to VAA
sub-committees

* Opportunity to meet and share
ideas with other beekeepers at
local group meetings, field days,
shows and conferences

» Opportunity to contribute to
advocacy to government and
development of policy on
beekeeping

Membership Rates

Up to 100 hives (1 vote): $93
101- 500 hives (2 votes): $249
501-1000 hives (3 votes): $400
1000+ hives (4 votes):  $550
Partner membership is $20 less
in each category and includes all
rights except receipt of journal

How to join

Join online at
www.vicbeekeepers.com.au

or email
vaa@yvicbeekeepers.com.au

to request a membership form.

A. www.vicbeekeepers.com.au

VICTORIAN APIARISTS' ASSOCIATION INC
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President’s Report

By the time the June edition of this journal goes to
print, the VAA will have delivered its 124th annual con-
ference, this year in beautiful Beechworth in our state’s
north east. It has been a pleasure to work with a highly
motivated and engaged conference planning committee,
led by Phil McPherson. The program covered issues
critical to beekeepers under the themes of business, bi-
osecurity and beehives. I’'m looking forward to meeting
the roster of Australian and international speakers and,
as always, getting the opportunity to connect with our
members. We have attracted over 20 sponsors from
industry, government and education. Their generous
support, and the hard work of our organising committee,
will deliver an amazing conference.

I want to take this opportunity to thank Ken Gell,
Phil McPherson, Angela Enbom, Judy Leggett and Rob
Kerr for their work on the VAA Board in 2024-2025.
Particularly Ken, who has dedicated the majority of his
adult life to the VAA and was the youngest VAA presi-
dent in its long history. They have each contributed to
our association, applying their unique skills and talents
to our shared benefit. I also want to welcome our new
board members Richard Collins, Olivia Ducommun-Dit
-Verron, Lachlan Goode, Millie Enbom-Goad and Matt
Petersen. They will join me, Andrew Wootton, Tony
Wilsmore and Ben Moore as your 2025-2026 Board.
We will hold our first board meeting on the last day of
the Beechworth conference where we will begin to im-

plement the planning we have in place for the next 12
months.

As the Transition to Management phase of the re-
sponse to varroa is nearing an end, [ want to take a mo-
ment to highlight a VAA project that we have created to
provide a source of reliable, trustworthy and up to date
information about varroa management and broader bi-
osecurity concerns. HiveMeet is a monthly livestream
event held on the first Thursday of each month from
8:00pm to 9:00pm. Each month we invite a guest
speaker who presents on different aspects of beekeeping
currently with a focus on varroa and management.
Those who attend the livestream in person can ask ques-
tions during the Q&A. We conclude the livestream
with a short update on VAA news. We’ve held four
HiveMeets so far and we’ve had speakers from Victo-
ria, NSW, Queensland and the U.S. The feedback
we’ve received has been outstanding and we are excited
to see the audience attendance grow each month. For
those who can’t attend in person, we post recorded vide-
os on the VAA’s YouTube channel. I’d like to thank
Andrew Wootton, VAA Vice President and Certified
Master Beekeeper for launching HiveMeet.

A brief reminder to our recreational beekeepers that
the VAA has renewed the general and public liability
insurance for individual beekeepers. The insurance is

(Continued on page 6)

DENMAR APIARIES

P.O. Box 99, Wondai, Queensland, 4606
Phone: (07) 4168 6005
Mobile: 0448 690 064

International Ph: +61 7 4168 6005
Email: ausbee4@hotmail.com

ISOLATED MATED BREEDERS $600.00 EACH

Terms 7 days - Late Payments - add 54 Per Queen

UNTESTED

1—10 S$32.00each
11 — 49 $28.00 each
50 + $24.00 each

Prices as from 1/9/2020

BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS
AVAILABLE UPON
REQUEST
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President’s Report, cont’'d

(Continued from page 5)

available to VAA members at a cost of $125 and suita-
ble for beekeepers with up to 200 hives. The insurance
covers beekeeping activities such as assembling and
building beekeeping equipment, working on beehives or
moving beehives. It also covers activities such as ex-
tracting and bottling honey, selling honey and other
hive products as well as attending markets and shows.
Note that this is liability insurance which covers a bee-
keeper for damage or injury that your beekeeping activ-
ities may cause to others. This is not property insur-
ance. You can read all about the insurance in the mem-
bers section of our website and you can purchase the
insurance in our VAA store.

Two VAA project teams recently helped us submit
two separate grant applications to the AgVic Livestock
Biosecurity Grant program. The first project focused
on research to develop a prescriptive strategy for the
regeneration of Ironbark forests around our state. This
project would be an updated renewal of a 2019 project
with a similar focus. That project made some progress
but was impacted by the pandemic and bush fires in
2020. The second project submission would allocate
funds to VAA to help us expand our work on biosecuri-
ty education and communications programs. We be-
lieve the VAA has an important role to play to continue
the effective biosecurity education that emerged from
the T2M initiative.

— SELECT HARVESTS

ALMOND
POLLINATION

Winter is the season where beekeepers reflect on the
previous season and begin planning for the next. Our
state has been largely spared the full impact of varroa
since its incursion in 2022, the BeeMax varroa heat
map shows us that this coming season will inevitably
bring varroa to many of the state's apiaries. I ask all
Victorian beekeepers to help keep the BeeMax updated
and to show support to fellow beekeepers who have
now found varroa in their hives. The T2M website,
workshops and beekeeper resources, as well as our
community’s strong commitment to continuous im-
provement and life-long learning I believe has prepared
us well for this challenge.

While the upcoming seasons will be challenging, we
face the challenges united, we can share our successes
and collaborate with each other on our failures. We
will learn from and support each other. We look ahead
to a future where demand for our pollination services
will grow, the vital role of our industry in agriculture,
sustainability, and food security is more widely recog-
nised. A future where we have greater control over our
genetic lines, (hopefully!) more consistent honey flows,
and the foundations for a resilient and robust Victorian
apiculture sector. Regardless of the size of your apiary,
we all play a role in food security, We’re Beekeepers.

Lindsay Callaway

OUR POLICY FOR OPTIMUM BEE HEALTH & POLLINATION OUTCOMES:

* To supply altemnative forage sources

¢ Predetermined preferenca not to spray discussed with the baekeapar/brokar * Audited spray diarias for the period

for bea arrivals whera possible fungicidas during bloom unless disaase and it wil only be appied from lata of bloom available for viewing
« To supply water for beas at hive sitas prassure is severe and crop is at risk aftarnoon to early morming outsida * Hiva inspactions to ensure endamic
» No weedicides to ba sprayed when « If a crop protectant cJ(:Jray is raquired, of bea foraging pariods disaases and hiva strangth
hives present the choice of product would ba ara monitored.
SOUTHERN 3 074 Ha
e 18 400 HVES
% 400 HvES ('9 WHAT TO KNOW.
-
1,948 a Wi sonshi
'a have had a relationghip with
9,262 Ha 11,600 HES :Ir'llgtbsgp‘:i ﬁgcé‘;p:rllg\oaﬁon industry
SWAN HILD _— NORTHERN REGION years
REGION 565,000 HIVES » Bloom period =
2 670 Ha month of August
* Mature hive stocking rates =
1 HN i
5,;593 HVES 5-6 hives/ha
* Minimum pollination standard =
1 570 Ha 8 frames of bees per hive
’

9,500 HVES

SWAN HLL REGION
GENERAL VICTORIAN SOUTH AUSTRALIAN VICTORIAN RIVERINA
MANAGER ORCHARDS ORCHARDS ORCHARDS ORCHARDS
Ben Brown Jane Finch Michas| Ward Ja=on Robinson Ben Brown
M: 0427 257 495 M: 0429 143332 M: 0420 303 086 M: 0427 B5€ 933 M: 0427 267 405

E: bbrown@saectharvests. com.au E: finch@salactharvasts.com.au E: mmward@selectharvests.com.au E: jrrobine collsalactharnvests com.au E: bbrown@selactharvests com.au
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VICTORSAN APIARISTS ASSOCIATION INC

R e e 000 0 Vs b SR LTS, g Bl iy e sty g o B |

: . . . -
HiveMeet “Managing mites in Greece” *=—
Streaming Live P> Thursday 3 July, 8pm Guest Speaker: Matt Petersen
youtube.com@VictorianApiaristsAssociation VAA HiveMeet is sponsored by B-Qual "@};

QUi

VAA Membership | Annual Subscription Fees
In accordance with Clause C13 of the VAA Constitution, the Board gives notice that it will seek members' approv-
al at the AGM for the proposal that the membership annual subscription fees remain unchanged for the 2025-2026
period (12 July 2025 to 30 days following the 2026 AGM).
The annual subscription fees are:

Up to 100 hives: $ 93.00

101-500 hives:  §249.00

501-1000 hives:  $ 400.00

1000+ hives: $550.00

Let Steritech give your hives a treat

@ For over 30 years, Steritech has proudly provided Gamma Irradiation treatment
to eliminate a wide variety of problems in bee equipment
Gamma Irradiation easily penetrates all areas of the equipment being treated.

As a chemical free process, it eliminates the need for any post-treatment
quarantine periods which allows equipment to be used straight away.

Contact your closest Steritech office to find out more about our service

STERITECH
QUEENSLAND NEW SOUTH WALES VICTORIA
180-186 Potassium St 5-7 Widemere Rd 160 South Gippsland Hwy
Narangba Wetherill Park Dandenong
QLD 4504 NSW 2164 ViC 3164 .
07 3385 8400 02 8785 4400 03 8726 5566 WWW. Ste l'ltec h .Lom.au

sterigld@steritech.com.au sterinsw@steritech.com.au sterivic@steritech.com.au
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Hands-On Beekeeping Workshops

Everything You Need to Know About Hive Frame Construction
Learn the Craft. Build the Tools. Take Home Your Work.

Take advantage of this opportunity to learn directly from expert beekeeper Mike Love, known for his deep
knowledge, hands-on teaching style and decades of experience. Whether you are new to beekeeping or
looking to improve your skills, these practical workshops will prepare you for success.

Held at the Collingwood Children’s Farm Apiary, this small group workshop series offers hands-on
guidance in constructing the essential tools required for wiring hive frames and embedding wax
foundation. These are important skills for any beekeeper. You will gain the practical knowledge to
confidently assemble, wire and embed wax foundation onto hive frames. Even better, you will leave with
the tools you build yourself a frame wiring board and wax embedder along with four frames with
premium Australian wax foundation, ready for your hive.

Having these tools and knowing how to assemble your own frames will save you considerably compared
to purchasing pre-assembled ones. This is an exceptional opportunity and outstanding value. Do not miss
out.

Also makes a great gift idea for the budding beekeeper in your life.

Workshop 1:

Build a Frame Wiring Board

Sunday 22 June 2025

Learn how to build your own frame wiring board, an essential tool for frame assembly. You will leave
with a completed wiring board ready for future use.

Workshop 2:

Construct a Frame Wax Embedder

Sunday 27 July 2025

Construct a handheld wax embedder with expert guidance. Take your embedder home and use it for many
years in your beekeeping practice.

Workshop 3:

Assemble Hive Frames (Take Home Frames)

Sunday 24 August 2025

Learn to assemble hive frames from start to finish, including wiring and embedding high-quality
Australian beeswax foundation. You will take home four fully assembled hive frames, ready for

your bees.

Time: 11.00 am to 2.30 pm

Cost: $65 per workshop or all three for $175 (save $20)

Includes: All materials, tools, expert instruction, and BBQ lunch or a $10 Farm Café voucher
Capacity: Limited to six participants per workshop for personalised attention and hands-on guidance
Location: Collingwood Children’s Farm Apiary, 18 St Heliers Street, Abbotsford VIC

To reach the Apiary, head down the hill towards the Farm from the end of St Heliers Street, Abbotsford.
Continue walking past the Farm along the public bike path for about three minutes. The Apiary will be on
your right.

Book now: www.vicbeekeepers.com.au/events

How do bee beds work?

Ireland’s latest wellness experience draws on an eastern European tradition ... in Ukraine, they used to fashion beds over
beehives for therapeutic benefits.

[You] just lie down and experience this unique moment as you take in the microvibrations of the bees.”

...Guests usually linger for about half an hour, breathing in the smell of fanning bees, which releases a unique ‘come here’
pheromone.

It’s common to drift off into a deep sleep, supported by the cabin’s advanced red light technology, pulsed electromagnetic
field (PEMF) therapy, sound therapy, and aromatherapy. But even if you don’t, you can meditate to the resonance of a soft
humming sound.

Read the full story here

8 Australian Bee Journal
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More Beekeeping Mentors Needed

By John Kennedy

A mentor is widely described in a range of dictionar-
ies as patronage, influence, guidance or direction given.

Anyone starting out as a beekeeper is advised to seek
out a mentor, amongst a range of other encouragement
skills like joining a bee club or group.

But finding a mentor can often be a challenge.

Most commercial beekeepers are too committed and
involved with their own multi hive businesses to have
spare time available. And many sideline beekeepers are
similarly committed to their own enterprise and don’t
have time to help a new-bee.

So, I set out to find an active mentor, and to gain
some insights as to his (or her) experience.

I was aware of Mansfield based beekeeper, Keith
Padbury, because I had seen some of his forthright
views in local media and online.

Coincidentally both Keith and I are members of the
MAD Bee Group (MAD being Mansfield And District)
but we hadn’t met as we didn’t seem to have attended
the same meetings.

I took the chance to meet Keith at his home where he
trades as Wild Hives & Honey for a talk.

This confirmed to me that Victorian beekeeping
needs more of his ilk to advance the cause of beekeep-
ing.

Let me say at the outset that he is a confirmed Lang-

Specialising in
ﬂ / Stainless Steel Extracting
Plants and Equipment
EQUIPMENT for the Honey Industry.

| 36 42,45, 48, 54 and
3 frame Horlzohtal Radial -

Bee Quip Uncappers ~

© 751 Edwards rd, Marong Vic 3515
. Ph Matt 0409 421 549 == mjjbee.eng@bigpond.com

stroth adherent, although from time to time he has
worked with Flow Hive owners.

He often finds they have been gifted one and have
little to no knowledge or experience with bee manage-
ment, and success may have passed them by as they had
failed.

Keith is also a strong supporter of slotted or screened
bottom boards because of the high incidence of hive
beetles, and even for their potential value in the emerg-
ing new Varroa environment.

He comes from a long line of family beekeepers as
both his grandfather and father usually kept a hive or
two, or collected a swarm back in the days when a hive
in the country usually provided a bit of a boost to the
family lifestyle.

His brother, also a beekeeper, is an active participant
in the Yackandandah Bee Group.

Beekeeping is in his blood, and when he retired from
his role in small business a couple of decades ago he
took the opportunity to get back into beekeeping.

Thus, he has spent several decades learning and ap-
plying all the basic principles of beekeeping.

Keith now operates ten of his own hives and manag-
es a few more.

Two hives are in his backyard with the rest out on
suitable vegetation types in the local district.

He has a fully Council accredited and annually in-

(Continued on page 10)

55
'.IDAMRYMIPHJE

APIARY SUPPLIES

MANUFACTURERS AND SUPPLIERS
OF ALL YOUR BEEKEEPING NEEDS

ALL
AUSTRALIAN
MADE USING

QUALITY
AUSTRALIAN
HOOP PINE

AND OPERATED

Locally owned and

manufactured in our

factory on the Southern Darling Downs, QLD

Stockist of most other beekeeping supplies

65 Forde Street Allora QLD 4362 « 0448 717 051
www.dalrympleview.com.au * sales@dalrympleview.com.au
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More Beekeeping Mentors Needed, cont’'d

(Continued from page 9)

spected Food Safe honey extraction
room.

He says in most years he produc-
es several hundred kilos of his own
honey.

Apart from the portion gifted to
family and friends he says he can
sell all he produces from the front
veranda of his home.

“I have a loyal local customer
network who say that they think my
honey is pretty good”’.

As a retiree he says he is happy
to talk to anyone about bees and
beekeeping.

“But if they want a hive or site
inspection, or hands on work, I aim
to charge (a relatively modest fee)
just to recoup my out of pocket costs
like fuel, travel time and/or the sup-
ply of the expertise I have acquired
over many decades”.

There was a strong increase in
people interested into “getting into
bees” during COVID.

The local Mansfield district
has a strong core of part time resi-

Keith Padbury of Wild Hives &
Honey in Mansfield offers a
mentoring or advisory service
especially to those interested in
recreational or small scale
beekeeping. He also has a local
Council accredited honey room and
says as well as providing useful
advice he can sell all the honey he
produces from the front door of his
home to local customers.

dents who live on smaller blocks,
weekend or hobby farm holdings.

He says, “this is not a good basis
for a beekeeping interest”.

Keith also rationalised that there
are many beginner or potential bee-
keepers with little knowledge of the
practicalities. He has prepared and
freely offers a printed multi-page
guide headed “So you’d like to have
some bees” which sets out a lot of
the detail from likely time inputs, to
all the set up costs, important biose-
curity advice, even a planting and
vegetation guide, and lot of other
practical and useful information.

He adds he doesn’t carry or sell
bee hardware except for a few emer-
gency needs, but can advise on likely
sources of supply.

In my view the services that Keith
Padbury offers need to be replicated
in many other regional and country
centres to assist in the introduction
and growth of beekeeping.

Wild Hives & Honey can be contact-
ed on 0467 905 975.

The industry benchmark in beekeeping equipment & stainless steel manufacturing.
Creating the largest Automated Honey Extractors in the world!

Horizontal Extractors
- 36 to 60 frame 3 bank - 48 to 144 frame 4 bank
» 198 frame 6 bank - Twin Systems
» Automated self loading machines

restige

tainless

« Wax Melters - 200 ltr to 750 Itr
» Reducers - 1200 to 1800
» Capping spinner - S/S vane pumps
+ Centrifuge « Heat exchange
- Storage tanks « Mixing/heating tanks

1994 Finlay Road (PO. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 3621
P: +61358591492.F:+61 3 5859 1495

E: info@prestigestainless.com
www.prestigestainless.com.au
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SimplKomb Adds To Package Range

By John Kennedy

SimplKomb, the family owned US manufacturer of
innovative comb honey production cassettes, has added
new products to its range.

It says in its media release that any beekeeper needs
a trifecta of conditions for successful comb honey pro-
duction.

These are a strong healthy honey colony, a peak nec-
tar flow, and lots of bees crowded into the hive space.

Their new product is called the Honey Bunt pack,
and they say it employs the ‘chimney approach’ ‘with
ten frame hives.’

The Bunt Pack is designed for cassettes to outfit
three medium frames each with three cassettes, and fit
or place them into the centre of the super.

Part of the new range are Follower Sheets designed
to separate the package frames from the rest to manage
bee space, mitigate overbuilding, and to separate them
from the regular drawn frames in the hive.

They suggest that a medium box holding the cas-
settes should be placed in a double brood box hive be-

tween the two brood boxes with a queen excluder either
side of the medium sized box or in single brood box -
hives with a queen excluder beneath the medium frame
and thus the only honey storage option.

They note that in the USA, and they nominate their
home base near Twin Cities in Minnesota, that comb
honey typically sells for $2 an ounce when the national
average price for liquid honey is around $0.60 cennts
per ounce.

“Simplkomb packages weigh on average 5.5 ounces
once filled and capped.

“We have seen a country wide market rate sitting
around $US10 per package”.

But they add package weights can vary from 5 to 7
ounces.

They add “if you are in an area where comb honey is
not readily available, you may be able to price even
higher, or around $US12 to 15 per package.

There is more information well provided at their
website www.simplkomb.com while their blog page has
useful product information.

Varroa Heat Map

pared for varroa's spread.
You can access the map here.

The honey bee biosecurity team at Agriculture Victoria provide an interactive map showing varroa detections
around the state. There have been several new detections in central Victoria. This "heat map" is a citizen-science
initiative where your contributions - through regular reporting of mite tests - keeps us all informed and better pre-

EXPORTERS

ABN 96 078 192 300

Prices include GST:
S $33.50 cach
11249 covmmmnamenmnsns $31.00 each
S50-100 o, $29.00 each
OVER 100 (in total) ............. $28.50 each

200 and over—Discounts apply
Queen Rearing Manager: Rose Taylor - 0409 667 908

Package bees available October to March...
Terms: Payment prior to delivery/pick-up

FOR ORDERS OR ENQUIRIES CONTACT
ROSE and NICOLE TAYLOR / ROWENA

1800 024 432 FREE CALL from anywhere in Australia
(Call from anywhere in Australia for the price of a local call)

IF UNANSWERED: (02) 6368 3788

Or write: 58 Marshalls Lane, Blayney, NSW 2799
Email: agbe@bigpond.com / Fax: 02 6368 3799
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NALINGA STEEL WILL CONTINUE TO USE & SUPPLY

AUSTRALIAN STEEL #%

WHEREVER AVAILABLE & POSSIBLE

Stocking a LARGE range of FIRST & DOWNGRADE steel - Cut to order

Ph: 03 5828 9220

sales@nalingasteel.com.au
3090 Midland Hwy Nalinga VIC

STEEL + ROOFING www.nalingasteel.com.au
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lan & Robyn Cane

NORMAN & GORDON REDPATH MEMORIAL
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Alan Redpath
Redpath’s Beekeeping Supplies

YOUNG BEEKEEPER AWARD
John Edmonds
Edmonds Honey

PLATINUM
COMPETITION SPONSOR
Volwreck

COMPETITION SPONSORS
Archibald Honey
Bartons Bees
Enbom Honeys
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Goodes Honey
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Lakeside Honey
McDonald Honey
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Philip McPherson
The Honey Shack
VAA Melbourne Section
VAA Sunraysia Branch
Walkabout Apiaries
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Two New Books
By John Kennedy

Everything I seem to read these days is dominated by
the initials Al (meaning Artificial Intelligence) so it’s
really no surprise that they should emerge in a new book
on beekeeping.

The UK’s prolific publisher and bookseller Northern
Bee Books (www.northernbeebooks.co.uk for more in-
formation and orders) is the source of the two newest
works.

The first is entitled A/ In the Apiary subtitled Honey-
bee Diseases and is a first edition work, a softback of
198 pages,

It comes from the hand of Paddy G Walker, now
retired, but an apiarist located in west Yorkshire who
has studied at Harvard and now works as a business
consultant for notable businesses GM, PWC and IBM.

This book gives a comprehensive view of the
breadth of different honey bee diseases covered by their
classification, biology, transmission, symptoms, how to
identify the disease, its impact on the colony and advice
on mitigation.

The publisher note points out that if a regular inter-
net search, for instance, on Deformed Wing Virus is
conducted it produces in excess of 250,000 responses
which it says, “is a level of response that is not useful.”

They note “using Al takes a very different approach
which is very complete, consistent and produces data
sets which are way beyond the capability of traditional

EMIUM EUROPEAN
EQUIPMENT

research methods” adding “Al is a large language model
which allows for a comprehensive and complex assess-
ment of data sitting in more than a trillion ‘bits’ of in-
formation.

This book looks like a little more than bedside read-
ing for the average apiarist, and it sells for 22 pounds
sterling plus conversion and postage from the above
named publisher.

The second new release is a reprint of the 1973 origi-
nal edition of the text The Observation Hive, authored
by Karl Showler.

It is a softback book of 90 pages and sells for 12
pounds sterling plus $A conversion and postage.

This book is devoted entirely to the Observation
Hive its history, construction, use and maintenance.

Mr Showler was a Technical Officer of the Interna-
tional Bee Research Association and in his original in-
troduction he noted that “observation hives permitted
the elucidation of many problems facing beekeepers in
the 18th and 19th centuries, and even today play an im-
portant role in the scientific study of the honeybee.

”Many beekeepers prepare this type of hive both for
their own interest and as a feature at exhibitions and
agricultural shows”.

The book discusses a number of historical hive de-
signs and concludes with a construction guide and plans
making it essentially a useful source of information on
the topic.

BEEKEEPING
SUPPLIES

AUSSIE
OWNED
Vif B4 N\

WE'RE HERE FOR EVERY BEEKEEPER

WWW.LYSONAU.COM.AU — 1800 955 579 — INFO@LYSONAU.COM.AU
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New Products And A New Edition Book

By John Kennedy

Lorob Bees Adds New Products

Lorob Bees the Milwaukee, Marland company that
has been an early developer of Oxalic acid Vaporisers,
manufactured in aluminium, together with a range of
accessories including a specialist industrial grade full
face respirator with organic vapor and particulate pro-
tection has continued to develop new products for the
beekeeper.

Its latest is the Speed Mark, a short compact tool for
the easy marking of queens.

These are sold quite inexpensively as a pack of six,
and are designed as straight forward accessible aid to
mark queens with no direct handling.

Lorob also currently offers two versions of its vapor-
izer; the InstantVap an 18 volt unit, and the 18 volt
compact vaporiser.

They are supported by sales of accessories including
a carry case and replacement parts along with the sup-
ply of Ez-Oz Oxalic Acid which is EPA certified in the
USA.

The company website www.lorobbees.com carries a
wealth of information including several video presenta-
tions of Oxalic Acid vaporisation as well as product
information.

With vaporisation expected to become a more im-
portant control process for varroa mite treatment locally

Our Products:
Swarm Commander Aussie Distributor

Club fundraising packs

Victorian n distributor

Y ¢ 0493188203 @ www.becsbheehive.com.au

cecsfoeehive

|
/

this information provides a lot of useful application in-
formation as well as product reviews.

US EPA TO REGISTER NEW MITE PRODUCT

The Environment Protection Agency in the USA is
proposing to register a new varroa mite control product.

The new active ingredient is known as vandescana, a
double stranded RNA (deRNA) which is thought to be
highly specific to the targeted genes within Varroa
mites.

Earlier, in March this year, the EPA registered an-
other new varroa mite product containng I-glumanic
acid, an active ingredient that has not previously been
included in registered products for use in bee hives.

Now it intends to register another product containing
oxalic acid, a new slow release varracide.

The EPA is working on four new end use products
expected to be novel active ingredients for the control
of varroa mites.

All this work is potentially of benefit to Australian
beekeepers, notwithstanding the often long regulatory
approvals process here, as well as the distribution chan-
nels adopted by the owners of rights to these control
products.

The American Bee Journal adds that varroa mites
being parasites which feed on honey bees, transmit nu-
merous diseases which reduce the lifespan of bees and

(Continued on page 16)

FACTQORY DIRECT
Made in Australia by Danbar Plastics

BEEPLAS FOUNDATION SHEETS

Plastic Beehive Componerits

« Made in Australia for Australian conditions

«Top quality food grade high impact polystyrene
« Excellent tensile strength and impact resistance
+ Natural cell size

- Mitred bottom corners

- 6mm engagement tongue

Contact:

Danbar Plastics
sales@danbar.com.au
Ph: (03) 5382 4740
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New Products And A New Edition Book, cont'd

(Continued from page 15)

once infected, if left unchecked, a honey bee colony
will likely die.

The EPA is working with a number of industry bod-
ies including in Canada to certify additional new varroa
mite treatments.

APIARY GUIDE TO SWARM CONTROL

No beekeeper can disagree with the assertion that
“swarming is the most complex of the many behaviours
that have evolved to enable a honey bee colony to suc-
cessfully complete its life cycle”.

You will find this text in the newly released second
edition of the booklet published and available from UK
publisher Northern Bee Books

(www.northernbeebooks.co.uk).

It is written by Wally Shaw, a UK beekeeper of great
standing, and the 30 page new edition is available at a
cost of 13 pounds 95 pence Sterling plus $A conversion
and postal delivery

This work is a second edition updated eight years on
since its first release.

Wally Shaw says that his guide is “primarily aimed
about practical swarm control when you are out there at
the hive faced with making a decision about manage-
ment to try and control the swarming impulse®.

It includes a series of diagrams that can be used as a
guide and he notes that “swarm control is simultaneous-
ly the most important and most difficult aspect of colo-
ny management with which beekeepers have to deal, if
they choose to do so of course..

All told, this work is a useful addition to the seasonal
tasks that confront many beekeepers.

Red Dwarf Honey Bee Incursion in WA

ues to advocate for the need to eradicate this pest.

Extract from AHBIC May Newsletter, CEO Report

A total of 43 colonies have now been found and destroyed. However, there is still three active foraging sites of con-
cern. All of the current detections are still within 2km of the original IP, but all detections have had Euvarroa pre-
sent. Negotiations are continuing around an approved response plan and funding arrangements but AHBIC contin-

Further testing of historical samples of red dwarf honey bee and testing of both managed and feral European honey
bees has not uncovered any further deformed wing virus which is good. WA DIPRD are establishing a technical
committee to determine the testing/surveillance required to achieve proof of freedom.

EDPATH'S
EEKEEPING
UPPLIES

A Family Business since 1964

Phone (03) 9587 5950
Email redpaths@redpaths.com.au
Web www.redpaths.com.au

“Supplying beekeepers for over 50 years”

Redpath Quality “Weed Process” Comb Foundation
Alliance (NZ) Beekeepers Woodware

Lega (ltaly) Extractors, Honey Tanks and Pumps
Pierce (USA) Electric and Steam Uncapping Knives
Beeco (AUS) Stainless Steel Smokers

Ecrotek (NZ) Full Bee Suits

And many more quality apiary items also available in

our shop and online.

Opening hours
Monday to Friday:
9am - 5pm
Saturday morning:
(August to March)
9am - 12pm

193 COMO PARADE EAST,
PARKDALE 3195
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Wax Presses Honey Creamers
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70kg &140kg
50kg & 200kg/hour Heated & Unheated

3-Frame to 100-Frame
Manual & Automatic

—————— Apimaye Thermo Hives - APIMONDIA Gold Medallist  SSEess

10-Frame Full Depth 7-Frame Full Depth 10-Frame screened
Brood Super Brood Supers base for wood hives

]
- é_._-_. ! '
o @ )
- =
- : Vented base, bottom pest tray
Ultimate production hive. Supers Easy Lifting Lighter Supers (traps varroa & SHB when used with
F/Depth & Manley, Vented base, F Bt & hdley, Ventediboes: sticky mat or canola), pollen trap
bottom pest tray bottom pest tray : 2 :
Wax Dipped SS B-Calm Smoker Fuel with Flow Hive draining pail
Screened Bottom Boards calming essential oils with tubes & Aust

honey gate (best)

e

Beewise: The Urban Beehive:
3 Zeta Cres, O'Connor WA 6163 _ U21, 19 McCauley St, Matraville NSW 2036
Call: 08 9337 8909 | email: bees@beewise.com.au Call: 02 9232 5600 | email: bees@theurbanbeehive.com.au
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Manual & Electric The ultimate
hive trolley that keeps your
back young.

UltraPro Pollen Supplement

Micronised Bee Feed Protein

Supplement with irradiated pollen.

Filling Station @100 110885 Filling Station @100 PRO 110888A

Complete filling station DANA
api MATIC 2000+ Automatic
2100 turntable

Beewise:

5 Zeta Cres, O’Connor WA 6163
Call: 08 9337 8909 | email: bees@beewise.com.au

=

%\, DELIVERY <,
AUSTRALIA-WIDE

- — Apimaye Thermo Hives - APIMONDIA Gold Medallist &

DRS Wax Uncapper

o /
/'/V f
_
//,
e
" -

-~

Quick & easy uncapping without
need for power or heat source -
with or without tub

Pro-Sweet Bee Feed
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The ultimate syrup - fructose &
glucose - just like honey so bees
love it.

Filling station DANA api MATIC
2000+ for an optimized workflow.
Includes lid dispenser & lid fitter

The Urban Beehive:

Super Lifter

Back-saving Hive & Super Lifter
for moving 7F, 8F & 10F hives

Varroa Check

For best results use with Beewise
Isopropy! Alcohol

Filling Station @45 110890

Smallest table-top filling station
with DANA api MATIC 1000 &
@45 turntable.

U21, 19 McCauley St, Matraville NSW 2036

Call: 02 9232 5600 | email: bees@theurbanbeehive.com.au
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Distances The Bugbear For FNQ Beekeepers

By John Kennedy

My partner and I always try to get away for a week
(at the onset of crisp winter mornings in the south!) to
Far North Queensland, usually with Port Douglas as the
target for a week or so.

I have always admired and enjoyed the dark delec-
table rainforest honeys derived from the masses of local
vegetation.

There is also an objective to track down an interest-
ing local beekeeper for an insight story into his (or her)
local beekeeping experience.

Last month at the giant Sunday market in Port Doug-
las I met Neil Robson, a local sideliner beekeeper run-
ning about forty productive hives, operating his own
extraction plant (he tends to buy in honey filled frames
from other local beekeepers) and he says he can sell
virtually everything he produces at various market
stalls.

He does seven of these a month involving round
trips of about 250 kilometres from his hometown base
of Mareeba.

I noted that Neil, who trades as Sunny Honey, and
other local honey producers tend to aim for about $20 a
kilo for their always attractively packaged and branded
honeys.

Far North Queensland, which has a strong local bee-
keepers association based in Cairns, seems to have quite
a number of commercial beekeepers.

Neil told me he has two commercial mates locally

OXALICACID g e =

5%+ EFFECTIVE i
SLOW RELEASE STRIPS

EASY AND SAFE TO USE &

NO CONTAMINATON
NO RESISTANCE

I ) 1800921520 *
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who run six to seven hundred hives, while the largest
commercial one operates several thousand hives out of
Cairns.

The local productive vegetation is bloodwood, box
and eucalypts, even the palms, while there is a strong
pollination role on the Atherton Tablelands in particu-
lar.

I was told, on the inland road to Cooktown, over
three hundred kilometres north of Port Douglas, you
often see large numbers of hives placed alongside of the
highway, or close to the local watercourse systems.

Of course, the seasons are pretty reliable in the
warmth of FNQ and in most years there are two strong
honey seasons.

I asked Neil about varroa, and he said like most oth-
ers in this remote prolific area he is waiting to see what
number of mites emerge.

Although I note from the Cairns Beekeepers Associ-
ation website, they are actively educating their members
on available treatments.

But this region has the remoteness with hives rarely
brought in from much further south.

The common and universal industry problem here is
the small hive beetle, requiring plenty of conventional
hive traps as they fairly thrive in the local climatic con-
ditions.

Neil says his major pollination activities are in tradi-
tional horticulture or orchard crops like avocado and
citrus, but in recent years he says strong demand has

(Continued on page 21)
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Distances The Bugbear For FNQ Beekeepers, cont’'d

(Continued from page 20)

come from newer crops like
lemons, lychees and blueberries.
The pollination season seems

a bit shorter with the going rate | |
about $25 a week per hive, if
you want to do it you need to be =
organised for hive transfer and 3

shifting.
So if any beekeeper fancies a
FNQ beekeeping trip, local es-

tablished beekeeping businesses :
are not hard to find, nor are the |

delectable and highly presenta-
ble local rainforest honeys, or
those produced from along the
local watercourses which can

stretch a fair way into the west- |

ern country from the dynamic

coastal centres up the Captain |
Cook Highway, from Cairns to |

Port Douglas, or Mossman and Dain-
tree.

I am yet to reach a weekend farm-
ers or community market and not find
a local beekeeper present who is al-
ways good for a yarn or two about
beekeeping and of course several jars
of the always attractively packaged
local honey.

Photo

Mareeba based sideline beekeeper
Neil Robson at the Sunday Port
Douglas market. He says distance
travelled is the key to hive manage-
ment, honey production and sales. He
does seven community markets a
month and sells all the honey he pro-
duces to the extent he buys in even
more and extracts from other local
beekeepers.

Scientists at the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Agricultural Research Service (USDA-ARS) are helping Ameri-
can beekeepers solve the mystery behind a widespread honey bee colony collapse and its debilitating effects on U.S.
agriculture. Researchers have submitted a manuscript to a scientific journal for peer review based on research find-
ings that identified high levels of deformed wing virus A and B and acute bee paralysis in all recently USDA -
sampled bees. The paper is available on the bioRxiv preprint server.

Read the full story here

= YEARS OF TESTING
ROBUST, SAFE, GUARANTEED

v' Greatly reduce load vibration & improves driver comfort CENTRAL TYRE INFLATION

v’ Greatly improve traction in all terrains to extend seasons HEAD 10 Holmes Road Morwell,
v’ Safer braking & handling in all conditions with less suspension wear  OFFICE: Victoria, Australia 3840

v Good for driver health & keeping schedules OPEN: Monday to Friday 8:30am — 5:00pm

MONEY PHONE: +61(03)5127 6128

. . EMAIL: sales@aircti.com
v’ Save bee stock during transport & also equipment damage

v’ Savings money as an asset for taxation. Use free air! e
v' Extend vehicle life & maintenance cost are reduced
v' Save on field breakdowns, expensive down time & tyre wear

“The biggest time saver! It got me out of trouble so many times, | could be going up a hill and |
start to lose traction and my truck starts bogging down. | dump my air through the controller on

Lindsay Callaway the dash, the tyres bite in, it gets me over the hill and | just pump them back up on the bitumen.
Warral Maldon Honey

They are right with what they say - better braking, better tyre wear and it is a much easier ride on
my poor old aching back”  Steve Grahame — Outback Trucker
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GOLDFIELD

Honey Australia Pty Ltd

Quality Queen Bees

From the grafting of the larvae to the
caging of the queens, Goldfields queens
are bred for quality through our strict
control protocol.

Gentle

Productive

Pest & disease tolerant
Strong spring build up

All queens are raised in 5 frame nucs and
are caught at a minimum of 21 days. Along
with natural conditions, cell raisers and
nucs are continuously fed with syrup and
Ultrabee patties. All mating yards are
stocked with high quality drone mother
colonies to flood the area with drones.

In the face of Varroa, quality queens will
be one of the main drivers for successful
beekeeping.

1-10 $65.00 + CST

1M - 49 $45 + GST

50+ $40 + GST
Express post included

Erofers: or Erquiries

PLEASE EMAIL QUEENBEES@GOLDFIELDSHONEY.COM OR
CALL GARTH ON 0450 369 982,




Bendigo Bronch Tr|p To Worral Maldon

Just as Central Victoria com-
menced a cold snap on the 25" of May
the morning felt Winter had arrived,
and goodbye Autumn. Rugged up
members of the Bendigo branch were

frames. Warral has practised vertical
and horizontal hive barrier system for
a while now in order to minimise the
. spread of disease, and virus between
| hives. With lessons learnt from visit-
hosted on a tour of Warral Maldon’s Il ing American and New Zealand com-
commercial honey and packing facility ""h'w i 1 *_‘ mercial beekeepers Lindsay is imple-
by Owner, Managing director, Lindsay 3,‘.'1'0”‘ | TL (M menting  different frame colours to
Callaway. Lindsay provided a de- il [l il clearly identify brood and honey
tailed tour of his facility of 12 years, frames in preparation and pursuit of
visit https://warralmaldon.com.au/ for best practice of beekeeping with Var-
more information on Warral Maldon, roa.
the shop, history, products and bee- Touring Warral Maldon we entered
keeping. through the beautifully presented
As the sun slowly brought some shop, then we toured through the hon-
warmth we were shown Warral’s fleet ey extraction facility with that lovely
of trucks and loaders where Lindsay distinct smell of honey and wax as we
was swarmed with questions. were lead through the flow from
Members were intrigued by the warming room, uncapping, extraction,
AIR Central Tyre Inflation (CTI) sys- and the centrifugal honey-wax separa-
tem that provides greater capability to access bee sites tor. Llndsay spoke to the exacting standards for the
in challenging terrain and conditions that otherwise global and national food standards as part of BRCGS
would prevent a loaded truck. ~re and B-Qual certifications to meet
In providing context to how he | requirements of Warral’s national
uses the CTI system Lindsay ex- and international customers. We
plained trips to the Little Dessert, packed out the facility tour with
and extracting trucks from steep the story behind the Kerry Packer
gully’s following showers where room, best ask Lindsay on that
CTI made it possible to get out, one.
saving hours to days of challenges On behalf of Bendigo Branch a
and frustration. We learnt about huge thank you to Lindsay for his
the evolvement in truck body lay- & time, facility access and his gener-
outs, curtains, pros and cons of =7 osity shouting lunch, which was
the different styles and maturing Bendzgo Branch at Warral Maldon capped off with plenty of beekeep-

with the business needs. Next we Photo: Peta Dawe ing discussions in the afternoon
discussed the current form of hive sun in beautiful Maldon.
pallet and bottom board, progressing through hives and Story and photos by Jamie Trimby

BIBBA SEES VARROA RESISTANT BEES AHEAD

By John Kennedy

BIBBA the Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders Association in the UK sees varroa-resistant bees ahead.

It is offering beekeepers access to a bite sized series of emails as it says “varroa Resistance is Real - and it is Evolv-
ing Fast — at least in the UK!” The program will include the latest practical tips and scientific discoveries.

Its pitch adds it is excited to share some groundbreaking progress in the fight against the mite — and the heroes of the
story are the bees themselves.

BIBBA says that across the UK and
beyond, honey bees are showing natu- LOCKWOOD

: : LOCKWOOD
ral signs of varroa resistance. BEEKEEPING BEEKEEPING

And many beekeepers are observing SUPPLIES L
colonies that are managing varroa
themselves and are able to support a
transition to chemical-free beckeeping. VARROA TREATMENTS — TIMBERWARE - HIVE HEALTH - BEE EQUIPMENT

You may be able to register to join this )

email stream at the website < i Bayvarol’
|PT<O| Apivar Strips

www.bibba.com although it seems the

presentations may also be presented in ]

one file at its conclusion. ; st o i

Phone: 0477 460 642
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VAA Melbourne Section June 2025 Meeting

Join us for a night of learning, inspiration,
and great company
Thursday, 26 June 2025
Church Hall, The Avenue Church of Christ,
1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills, Victoria 3127

Meeting Schedule
7:00 PM — Registration Opens
Meet and mingle with other beekeepers, explore the
VAA Library, enjoy a cuppa and get ready for an in-
sightful evening.
Explore the VAA Beekeeping Library

e Expand your knowledge with our extensive collection
of books, manuals, and guides.

e Resources cover everything from beginner beekeeping
to advanced hive management, queen rearing, and bee
health.

e Need help finding the right book? Our VAA Librari-
an, Bruce Diggles, is happy to assist.

Borrow a book or two and continue your learning jour-
ney at home.

7:15 PM — Beginners’ Corner

This Month’s Session, led by Janet Conos, VAA Mel-
bourne Section Treasurer & Committee Member.
Topic: Maintaining Your Beekeeping Equipment Over
Winter

Prepare your hives for a strong spring start! Join us for
a practical, hands-on session focused on essential winter
equipment maintenance. Janet will share her expert in-
sights and facilitate a group discussion where attendees

can exchange tips and strategies for protecting and pre-
paring gear during the colder months.

[ Key maintenance techniques

[J Smart seasonal preparation strategies

[ Open Q&A — bring your questions and share your
experience!

Whether you're just starting out or have years of experi-
ence, this is a great chance to connect, learn, and stay
ahead of the season.

Chair’s Welcome

Professor (Associate) James Doery, Chair of the Mel-
bourne Section, will warmly welcome all attendees.
Join us for a special session with Tony
Wilsmore, a passionate urban beekeeper,
founder of Suburban Bees, member of the
VAA Education Sub-committee, and re-
spected advocate for pollinator awareness
and sustainable land management.
Chair’s Wrap-Up

Raffles, a door prize, and essential updates on news
and events to keep our beekeeping community en-
gaged and informed.

9:00 PM Honey Tasting & Supper

e Sample freshly harvested honey varieties from
the Collingwood Children Farm Apiary.

e A perfect way to relax, network, and share expe-
riences over a light supper.

Regards, VVA Melbourne Section Committee

D

The Farm Business Resilience
Program supports primary
producers to build stronger,

more drought resilient businesses.

We want to understand the needs
and program delivery preferences

of Victorian beekeepers. Tell us
what you think. Scan the QR code
and fill in the online survey.

Australian Government

Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry
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A New Children’s Book

By Melbourne author
Penny O’Loughlin

Bud and Buzz by Penny O’Loughlin is a heartwarm-
ing story set in Grandpa’s lively garden. Bud, a tiny
flower bud, dreams of blooming into something extraor-
dinary - but the wait feels endless. Surrounded by flut-
tering butterflies, curious ladybugs, and tall, radiant
flowers, Bud feels small and overlooked. Then comes
Buzz, a cheerful bee with a knack for bringing out the
best in others.

Together, Bud and Buzz explore the magic of
growth, pollination, and the power of patience. With
Buzz’s encouragement and the wisdom of the garden’s
creatures, Bud discovers that true beauty comes from
within - and every flower has a unique role to play in
nature’s grand dance.

Filled with enchanting illustrations and a heartfelt
message, Bud and Buzz is a celebration of growth,
friendship, and blooming in your own time. Perfect for
readers young and old who love stories of connection
and nature’s wonders.

Heartwarming Story: Follow Bud, a shy rose, as he

forms a special bond with Buzz the bee, learning about
friendship and resilience along the way.

Educational Journey: Teaches children about the
vital role of bees in pollination and the interconnected-
ness of nature through engaging storytelling.

Inspiration and Growth: Bud’s journey emphasiz-
es patience and the beauty of embracing one's unique
qualities, inspiring young readers to find their own
place in the world.

Perfect for All Occasions: Ideal for storytime, bed-
time, or classroom reading, "Bud and Buzz" fosters cu-
riosity and a love for the natural world while promoting
essential lessons.

Spoil the little person in your life with this beautiful-
ly illustrated book celebrating patience, growth, and the
connections in nature.

Bud and Buzz is available to purchase for $24.99
online via www.readings.com.au
or visit www.pennyoloughlin.com to find out more.
Teaching notes for Educators

pUD OND BuZ7

Peany O’Loughlin

Tlustrated by L.aura Cortinovis
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Snelgrove On Queen Intfroduction Republished

By John Kennedy

The literature and history of beekeeping has a num-
ber of benchmark surnames.
L E Snelgrove is one of these.

In 1906 he was a school master in Somerset in the

later life gaining a Master of Science
(MSC) in Biology.

In his lifetime he was an active bee-
keeper and a founder of the Somerset
Beekeepers Association.

He went on to write eight books on
beekeeping subjects including books on
swarming, its control and prevention,
queen bee rearing, breeding and intro- §
duction. :

Only rarely do original copies of his @&
books turn up in antiquarian bookseller’s |
lists. ‘

Another reprint of one of his original |
works, last reprinted in 2008 has
emerged

Titled The Introduction of Queen §
Bees - it comes as a paperback of 208
pages and sells for seventeen pounds sterling, to which
a $A conversion, plus postage needs to be added.

It comes from the lists of the UK’s Northern Bee

UK, eventually a bee inspector, and in L

LE SNELGROVE | THE INTRODUCTION OF QUEEN BEES

Books (www.northernbeebooks.co.uk) for orders.

They note in their introduction to the new reprint
that Snelgrove in his original first edition introduction
commented that this subject had received only basic and
brief coverage in two recent generalist works on the
beekeeping topic.

While he admitted to the older and
more tedious methods of queen intro-
duction, he was advocating a direct
~method.

“In my own methods, effected in so
much less labour than the time honoured
caging methods which need the attention
of the beekeeper for some days,

“In giving a fairly full account of my
own work, I have commented upon and
criticised impartially, I hope the work of
others. “

He concluded by saying “I venture to
¥ hope that this book will prove to be of
“ practical value to the average beekeeper
and be of interest to the scientific stu-
dent and teacher of beekeeping: that it
will be regarded as filling a void in bee-
= keeping literature”.

Well over a century on Snelgrove’s original ideas
make this book of great value to all levels of beekeep-
ing practice.

e’
are created equal

For 140 years, our family beekeepers have been keeping bees in and around our
hometown of Beechworth. We are pas#onate about pure and natural 100%

-

To educate retailers, manufacturers,
customers and children about:

» Buying 100% Australian Honey only.

« The risks of imported honey.

« The importance of bees to our food,
biodiveristy and the planet.

Australian honey... always! But, honey is just one part of our story...

To grow real honey

consumption by:

» Producing high quality honey.

 Bringing innovative honey & honey
products to customers each year.

« Showcasing new and interesting
ways to use honey everyday.

To treat people well we:

Are a 5th generation beekeeping family that
understands the challenges beekeepers face.

Treat people as we like to be treated

Are here for the long haul.

To care for bees and the
planet we:

« Ensure sustainable practices

* Help protect honeybees and
treat them well.

Are 100% Australian owned and operated,
so we care what happens to Australian
e = ; beekeepers.

§ o NG
CANSTAR CANS

ANSTAR
i « Care for the future of our planet.

It’s’no wonder we have been.awarded Canstar
Blue’s Most Satisified Honey Customers

4 yeoxs n K row

Beechworth Honey starts and ends with bees and nature.
100% Australian Honey... Always!
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2025 VAA Board Elections

Returning Officer Announcement

Nominations for the VAA Board closed on 7th May

Matthew Petersen
Andrew Wootton

2025. There were seven positions to fill on the board.

As the VAA's Returning Officer, | am writing to inform
VAA members that I received seven nominations to fill
these places. Therefore I declare the following mem-
bers are to take position on the VAA Board commenc-
ing at the end of this year's Annual General Meeting on

12th June 2025:

Richard Collins

Olivia Ducommon-Dit-Verron
Millie Enbom-Goad

Lachlan Goode

Ben Moore

28

BEETRICE

A Poem by EDWINA SMITH

Australian Bee Journal

On 16th April, I communicated that the following mem-
bers were appointed to the board:

Melbourne Section: Tony Wilsmore
Bendigo Branch: Lindsay Callaway

These nine members will form the 2025-2026 VAA

Board.

Kind regards,
Angelique Perry

VAA Returning Officer
returning_officer@vicbeekeepers.com.au

Beetrice is all abuzz

A busy buzzing bee

Busy as a bee can be

Her home inside a tree

Shall we look and see

What she really does?

The busy bee she needs to be
Aside from all the buzz

Deep within the hive

She works her busy legs
Taking care of ‘Queenie’
While she lays more eggs
Lots of little larvae
Needing to be fed

Making sure each one has
A share of sweet bee bread

Working waxy wonders
Rooms with walls of six
Holding strong for so long
There’s no need for sticks
A fussy, clever cleaner

She keeps a spotless home
Life’s such a buzz within
Her world of honeycomb

But beware of Beetrice
Best to let her be

Show respect for her place
A home inside that tree
Should it be disturbed

The hive a bee defends
She’s got quite a sting

And so have all her friends

Lots to do in Summer

Young ones can’t get hot
Busy Beetrice fans her wings
Or else they’ll lose the lot
United with her sisters
Workers make a breeze
Cooling down bees to be
Together done with ease

Foraging for nectar

Changing it to honey

On the wing from dawn to dusk
While the days are sunny
Visiting the flowers

Beetrice never stops

She helps feed our nation

By pollinating crops

What a wonderous worker

A busy buzzing bee

Without busy Beetrice
Where would we be?

Could she understand

What bees do for us?

She’s probably too busy now
Too busy for a fuss

Busy buzzing Beetrice
Thank you for the honey
To have on buttered toast
Golden, sweet and runny!
And for tasty fruit

You work away for hours
There’s apples, pears and cherries
From pollinated flowers
We are so grateful

For treats such as these
May there always be
Busy Buzzing bees!

E.S.
June 18th 2024
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AHBIC CEO Report

2026 Bee Congress Cancellation

The AHBIC board has been meeting regularly to
discuss the state of the industry. In recognition of the
extremely tough conditions for beekeepers the AHBIC
board has had to make the tough decision to cancel the
2026 congress which was scheduled for Adelaide. This
decision was not taken lightly but is reflective of the
pressures on industry currently.

The board considerations to cancel the congress in-
cluded financial risk, reputational risk and the current
sentiment of key sponsors and trade exhibitors. Con-
cerns about beekeepers’ ability to be able to attend and
the potential for reduced delegates also weighed heavily
on the decision.

AHBIC 2025 AGM

This year the AHBIC Annual General Meeting will
be held in Adelaide alongside the SAAA conference
will be held on the 4™ July at Murray Bridge with the
AHBIC AGM being held on the 5™ July a bit closer to
the airport, at the Marion Hotel.

Imported Honey Subcommittee

The Chair of the subcommittee and I have been
meeting monthly with DAFF to progress the imported
honey issue. Earlier this month Jon Lockwood, Lind-
say Callaway and I held a half-day workshop with the
federal department in Canberra to deep dive on the in-
dustry issues.

The productive workshop has resulted in several
outcomes and action items for us to work on. It was

great to hear from DAFF that they have taken our off
the shelf honey product testing results and are working
with National Measurement Institute to review the cur-
rent testing protocols with the aim of strengthening
them. Strengthening the testing protocols will be pivot-
al in enabling AHBIC and government to pursue hon-
eys that fail the testing. At the moment most honeys we
have tested that have failed our testing, are still passing
the current DAFF protocols, which frustratingly, is lim-
iting our collective ability to conduct any decisive ac-
tion towards it.

We are excited about the strong relationship we
have built with DAFF and we are expecting some tangi-
ble action around imported honey in the coming
months. Doing anything with government at this scale
can seem slow but we feel we are getting closer to good
outcomes.

Varroa Treatments

We continue to meet with manufacturers and re-
searchers from Australian and around the globe to sup-
port opening up opportunities for new products to mar-
ket, with a specific focus on effective non-synthetic
alternatives. There are products on the horizon that are
looking promising but it will be sometime before they
are available. Some of the novel control products we
are watching include double-stranded RNA technology,
fungal control options, botanical control options and
biological control solutions.

Danny LeFeuvre

Whirrakee Woodware are one of Australia's largest
manufacturers of quality timber products for beekeeping.

CONTACT US

38 Drive In Court, Maryborough, Vic. 3465
Landline: 03 5461 4661

Peter: 0418 535 300 Ali: 0498 102 600
enquiries@whirrakeewoodware.com
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Save the Date!

Bendigo Branch VAA
Field Day

Harcourt Recreation
Reserve

Trade Stalls

|

VICTORIAN APIARISTS' ASSOCIATION INC
BENDIGO

Open Hive Demos
Demonstrations

Presentations

Sunday

12t October 2025

The Australian Bee Journal welcomes letters and contributions from readers and
members. Please send any letters, articles or photos to abjeditors@yahoo.com

Bee Culture

The Magazine Of American Beekeeping
140 years Experience Today’s techniques -- Tomorrow’s Ideas
ONLY USS$24 for a digital Subscription
www.BeeCulture.com for details

The oldest and largest English-language
beekeeping magazine

*Only $21 U.S. Dollars for
a Digital Subscription

AMERICAN
‘BEE JOURNAL

The Beekeeper’s Companion Since 1861

51 South 2nd St., Hamilton, IL 62341
www.americanbeejournal.com

*Paper edition $66 U.S. Dollars
per year—I12 big monthly issues

Helpful practical beekeeping advice and discussion of current beekeeping methods.

Australia’s
Honeybee News

“The Voice of the Beekeeper”
The Journal of the NSW AA Inc.
Published bi-monthly
Annual Subscription
Aust. $65
Overseas $100 AUD

For more information contact:
The Editor, PO Box 7425,
SUTTON NSW 2620
Ph: 0427 552 001
honeybeenews@bigpond.com
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VAA Resources
Management Comm.
Chairman: Ken Gell,

Mob: 0428 506 752
gellshoneymaryborough
@gmail.com

Secretary:

Angela Enbom

0400 261 233
angela_enbom@yahoo.com

Regional Managers

Central region:

Millie Enbom-Goad

Ph: 0400 083 582
millie_enbomgoad @yahoo.com.au

North East region:
Andrew McCallum

Mob: 0448 577 780
rawhoneyvic@gmail.com

Sunraysia region:

Ron Robinson,

Ph: 03 5024 1068
honeybee711@bigpond.com

Port Phillip region:

Ashley Smith

Mob: 0419 155 857
lakesidehoney@outlook.com

Gippsland region:
lan Cane, Mob: 0428 516 325
iancane@bigpond.com.au

Western region:
Daryl Hobbs
0427 340 197

Agriculture Victoria:

Agriculture Victoria: Apiary team
Website: Honey bees | Livestock
and animals | Agriculture Victoria
Website:
www.agricultre.vic.gov.au/livestock-
and-animals/honey-bees

To report a suspect exotic please
call: Exotic Plant Pest Hotline
1800 084 881

For enquiries and endemic
disease notification please use:
Ph: 136 186

Email honeybee.biosecurity
@agriculture.vic.gov.au.

The Varroa project team can also be
contacted at the above email.

For enquiries related to permits and
movement restrictions:

Email honeybee.permits
@agriculture.vic.gov.au

For beekeeper registration please
log onto BeeMAX
www.bees.agriculture.vic.gov.au
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Contacts

or call the Bee Registration
Helpline 1800 356 761

Current Apiary Officers
Nikki Jones

Biosecurity Manager Apiary
1 Taylor Street, Epsom,
Victoria, Australia 3551
Mob: 0428 617 071

Email: honeybee.biosecurity
@agriculture.vic.gov.au

Karla Williams

Biosecurity Officer Apiary

1 McKoy Street, Wodonga,
Victoria, 3690

Mob: 0417 121 987

Email: honeybee.biosecurity
@agriculture.vic.gov.au

Adam Maxwell,

Biosecurity Officer Apiary
475-485 Mickleham Road,
Attwood, Victoria, 3049
Mob: 0428 893 595

Email: honeybee.biosecurity
@agriculture.vic.gov.au

Karyn Di Florio

Bee Biosecurity Officer
Email: honeybee.biosecurity
@agriculture.vic.gov.au

If you can’t reach an Officer and
need to talk to someone urgently,
please call the Customer Service
Centre: Ph: 136 186

DEECA Regional contacts

for bee sites on Crown land
Barwon South West

Geelong, Otway District —

Linda Laurie, Ph: 0408 419 759, E:
linda.laurie@deeca.vic.gov.au

Heywood, Far South West —
Troy Jenkin, Ph: 0459 807 401, E:
troy.jenkin@deeca.vic.gov.au

Gippsland

Tracey West — Ph:0457 501 299,
tracey.west@deeca.vic.gov.au,
traral-
gon.propertyservices@deeca.vic.go

v.au

Grampians

Ballarat — Jennifer Bromley,
Ph: 0448 389 270,

E: publicland.grampians
(@deeca.vic.gov.au

Horsham — Jess Dickerson, Ph:
0437 913 538,

E: publicland.grampians
(@deeca.vic.gov.au

Hume

E: landadmin.hume
@deeca.vic.gov.au

Wodonga: Lloyd Beaty is contact

Loddon Mallee

Justin Hoy (primary contact) —
Ph:0459 336 836

Daniel Cadmore (secondary contact)
—Ph: 0418 715 831

Port Phillip (Note: enquiries dealt
with by Gippsland Region)

Tracey West — Ph:0457 501 299 E:
tracey.west

(@deeca.vic.gov.au,
traralgon.propertyservices
@deeca.vic.gov.au

Customer Contact Centre
(Ballarat based)

Ph: 136 186

E: customer.service
@deeca.vic.gov.au

Statewide Transaction Centre
(Seymour based)

Ph: (03) 7019 2577

E: transactioncentre
(@deeca.vic.gov.au

Other contacts

Australian Honey Bee
Industry Council (AHBIC):
CEO: Danny Le Feuvre
Mob: 0402 467 780
ahbic@honeybee.org.au

5 John St.

Ardrossan, SA, 5571
www.honeybee.org.au

Crop Pollination

Association Inc

President: Steve Fuller,
president.cpaa.aus@gmail.com
Ph 0488 434 498

Secretary: Janet Clyde
iclyde.cpaa@gmail.com

Ph 0417 494 867

Honey Bee Research &
Development committee (HBRDC)
Annie Stoddart

Program Coordinator Research

02 69236918
Annie.stoddart@agrifutures.com.au

VFF State Beekeeping Branch:
Secretary: Gail Rochelmeyer
Mob: 0408 592 091

Collingwood Childrens' Farm
Apiary Open 10.30-3.30

2nd & 4th Sunday of month.
collingwoodbees@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/

collingwoodbees
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VAA Inc Regional Groups

Bendigo Branch:

Secretary: Peta Dawe
bbvaasecretary@gmail.com
Chair: Jamie Trimby
bbvaachair@gmail.com
Treasurer: Michael St.Clair
bbvaatreasurer@gmail.com
General Information Q&A
Meetings - 71st Wed. each month
(except Jan & Dec)

Dinner at 6.00pm (optional)
Meeting at 7.00 pm.

Lakeside Hotel, Bendigo.
Executive Committee Meeting:
3rd Wed month as required.
Venue: As notified.

Please register to attend all
Meetings

Melbourne Section:

Chair: A/Prof James Doery
Deputy Chairperson: Mike Love
Secretary, Rob Kerr

Ph: 0421 078 387

Treasurer: Janet Conos
vaamelbournesection
@hotmail.com
www.vicbeekeepers.com.au/
Melbourne-Section

Information/ Education Meetings:

from 7:30 pm the last Thursday
of each month except December
Location: Church of Christ,

1 The Avenue, Surry Hills.

Sunraysia Branch:

Naomi Forbes-Wilson

Ph: 0407 243 313
billabonghoney@yahoo.com

VAA Inc. Library Trust
Secretary: Russell Goodman,
Ph 03 9735 3836

Affiliated Organisations
Central Victorian Apiarists’
Association Inc (CVAA Inc.):
Millie Enbom-Goad

Ph: 0400 083 582
cvaa_inc@outlook.com

Gippsland Apiarists’
Association Inc. (GAA Inc.):
President: Stan Glowacki:
jeeralangapiary@bigpond.com
0413 136 878

Secretary: Neil Barraclough:
neilbarra2@outlook.com

0429 888 706

Contacts

Treasurer: Sean Paul Smith:
kaledprime@gmail.com
0466 041 199

North Eastern Apiarists’
Association Inc. (NEAA Inc.):
Secretary: Moss McCallum
secretary.neaa@gmail.com

“J” Beekeepers Club Inc.
Meets on the second Wednesday
of every month (Except January)
at the Goonawarra Community
Centre, 20 Dornoch Drive,
Sunbury, VIC 3429

Phone: 0400 667 125 (Secretary)
Postal Address: PO Box 87., 84
Bulla Rd., Bulla, VIC 3428

Southside Beekeepers Club:
Secretary: Ted Cottle

Ph: 0428 429 547
ted@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
7.30pm on the 4th Wed each
month at Monterey Secondary
College,

21 Silvertop St, Frankston North

Geelong Beekeepers Club
President: Nathan Whitford
0403 807 224

Vice President: Stephen Fridey

info@geelongbeekeepersclub.org.au
Meetings third Friday of month at
Belmont Masonic Centre,

25 Regent Street, Belmont

Latrobe Valley

Beekeepers Assoc.

President: Sean-Paul Smith
LatrobeValleyBees@gmail.com
Meets 7-9pm first Tuesday each
month, Old Moe Netball Courts,
99 Savages Rd. Moe

P.O. Box 323 Newborough 3825
Mob: 0466 041 199

Woodend Bee-Friendly Society
An action group of the Macedon
Ranges Sustainability Group

E: wbfs@mrsg.org.au

Meets on the third Sunday of
every month (except December)
at Woodend Neighbourhood
House, 47 Forest Street,
Woodend, VIC 3442

South Gippsland Beekeepers
Inc. Secretary: Anna Jones
Mob: 0411 770 062
secretary@sgbeekeepers.org.au

Web:http://www.southgippsland
beekeepers.org.au/

Meetings: second Thursday of
the month at St Peters Anglican
Church Hall, Cnr McCartin St. &
Bruce St., Leongatha

Melbourne Beekeepers
Club Inc:

Web:melbournebeekeepersclub.org.au
E: secretary@melbourne
beekeepersclub.org.au

Northwestern Bee Club Inc.
President: Roger Mitchell

Mob. 0407 427 431
northwesternbeeclub@gmail.com
Web: https://www.nwbee.club/

Mornington Peninsula
Beekeepers Association :

P.O. Box 186, Mornington, 3931
Ph: 0401 965 558

E: admin@mpba.org.au

Monthly MPBA Club Meeting -
4th Wednesday of every month
at 7pm Mornington Park Pavilion,
9 Flinders Drive, Mornington

Moonee Valley Beekeepers
Club Inc. (MVBC Inc.)
Secretary: Paul Kucera
mvbeekeepersclub@gmail.com
Meets at 7:30pm on the second
Tuesday of each month (except
January) in the hall at

195 Holmes Rd,

Moonee Ponds, VIC 3039

WerriBeeks Inc.
President: Carmel Gerdsen
Secretary: Helen Morland
Treasurer: Debbie Conway
E: werribeeks@gmail.com

If any contact
details or
information on
these pages is
incorrect please

advise the editor at
abjeditors@yahoo.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

HONEY BUYERS

Archibald’s Honey Co.
Spring Rd.
Dingley,

VIC, 3172
Ph: 03 9551 1860
Contact: Stuart Archibald
Email: rosalie@
archibaldhoney.com.au

kkkkkkkhkkkkk

Beechworth Honey Ltd.

38-40 Hammersley Rd.
Corowa,
NSW 2646
Ph: 02 6033 2322
Contact: Steve or
Jodie Goldsworthy
Beeman Honey &
Beekeeping Supplies
2/14-16 Tova Dr.
Carrum Downs
Vic 3201
Ph: 0438 7465 01
Contact Moe Jarrad
majarrad@gmail.com
Beemanhoney.com.au
Capilano Honey Ltd
Capilano St.
Maryborough,
VIC 3465
Ph: 07 3712 8224
0419 431 652
Contact: Stephen Covey

*kkkkkhkkdkk

Goode’s Honey
Lot 1, 75 Bosworth Rd
Bairnsdale,
VIC 3875
Ph: 03 5152 2180
Contact: Terry Goode
Honey Buyers Group
Martin Drake,
Bendigo or
Melbourne
0409 808 332
Redpath’s Beekeeping
Supplies
193 Como Parade East,
Parkdale,
VIC 3195
Ph: 03 9587 5950
Alan Redpath
redpaths@redpaths.com.au

FOR SALE

Business for sale
Jeeralang Apiary Supplies
Koala Drive, Jeeralang Junction
Ph: 03 5122 2641
Servicing Gippsland and
Eastern Victoria

8 & 10 frame tin lids
New & recycled tin
KAS MANUFACTURING
Ph: 03 5449 6680
Mob: 0409 017 311

20 newly assembled
FD 10fr boxes.

Raw NZ pine rebate boxes.
Melb. Metro area - $25ea.
Contact Mike Love
0427 369 152

NEW MEMBERS

Rebecca Angelovski
Bernhard Dichtl
Buffie Harris
Zach Leahy
Wiera Poskrobko
Lee Swatton
Brad Tyrrel

CONDOLENCES

It is with deep sadness that we share
the news of the passing of
Kerrin Williams.

Kerrin was the VAA's Secretary and
Treasurer for over 35 years.

She helped our association navigate
many changes over those years and
we owe her an immense debt of
gratitude for her contributions to
our community.

We send our sincere condolences to
her family and friends.

Best regards,

VAA Board

www.redpaths.com.au
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Classified ads
$2.20 per line

VAA members are reminded that they
are entitled to one FREE
6-line classified ad each year.
Members Notices
(births, deaths etc)
are always free.

Index of Advertisers

Ag. Vic. 25
AIR CTI 21
Aust. Queen Bee Exporters 11
Becs Beehive 15
Beechworth Honey 27
Beeplas Australia 15
Bee Wise 18/19
Dalrymple View 9
Denmar Apiaries 5
Ecrotek 17
Goldfield Honey 23
JBee Equipment 9
Lockwood 24
Lyson 13/20
Lyson Aluen 20
Kelvin Trading Inside
front
Nalinga Steel 11
Prestige Stainless 10
Redpaths Beekeeping 16
Supplies
Select Harvest 6
Steritech 7
Warral Maldon 14
Whirrakee Honey 34
Whirrakee Woodware 29

WHIRRAKEE
HONEY PTY LTD

Manufacturing quality Australian
Beeco Smokers

White colorbond metal lid covers
Metal escape corners

Ph: 0427 843 383
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Y Loader

www.ezyloader.com

e Manufactured in Australia
e Six models
e Customised Service

e Unique levelling feature for ease of load handling

e Boom brake system — ease of under-supering and
requeening

e Split boom for load positioning anywhere within
reach

e Small footprint

e Fully self contained and low maintenance

e Special range of attachment for specific industries

e Manual lifting of beehives removed - saves backs!

M & K STAFFORD ENGINEERING PTY LTD
3/204 Southern Cross Drive, Ballina NSW 2478
B02 66869736 | F 02 6681 6077 | M0412 426 132



