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May Spedial
Queen Excluder Price includes GST

(Galvanized Steel)
8-frame: $10 ea.,

10-frame: $11 ea.
Minimum ordering quantity (MOQ): 100

pieces

Plastic Foundation (Food-grade Plastic)
FD: $1 ea., WSP: $0.90 ea.,
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MOQ:1000 pieces

Emlock (SPCC Steel)
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Fit for wax or plastic foundations

Hive Super (New Zealand Radiata Pine)
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3_.“ Ay Flatpack or assembled and painted
54 %&;
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The Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc. (VAA)

The VAA was founded in 1892
and is the peak body for
beekeeping in Victoria.

The Association advocates to
federal, state, and local
governments to protect and
improve Victoria’s honey
resources and to ensure
beekeepers’ interests are
safeguarded and promoted.
We work to secure effective
legislation and encourage
scientific investigation and
research in all aspects of
beekeeping.

Our achievements include:

e Introducing the Victorian
Apiary Code of Practice
allowing bees to be kept in
urban areas

o Contributing to the new
Apiculture on Public Lands
Policy through our
involvement with the Buzz
Committee

o Working with Plant Health
Australia which contributed to
the development of the
Australian Biosecurity Code of
Practice.

The VAA advocates for the
beekeeping industry on behalf of
all beekeepers in Victoria.

Management

The VAA Board meets a
minimum of six times a year.
Members of the

2023 - 2024 Board

Executive Officer

Tino Corsetti

VAA

PO Box 721

Woodend, Victoria, 3442
Mob: 0498 461 460
vaa@yvicbeekeepers.com.au

President

John van Weeghel

0419 542 479
john.vanweeghel@bigpond.com

Vice President

Phil McPherson

0428 621 455
mchoney1@optusnet.com.au

Vice President:

Lindsay Callaway

(Bendigo Branch representative)
0429 857 835
warral@iinet.net.au

Other members:

Judy Leggett

0423 464 800
aandijleggett@bigpond.com

Ken Gell
0428 506 752

gellshoneymaryborough@gmail.com

Robert McDonald
0427 722 162
McDonald.Robert@y7mail.com

Rob Kerr
0421 078 387
robkerr62@gmail.com

Andrew Wootton
0481 392 798
andrew.wootton@gmail.com

VAA sub-committees &
conveners

Contact by email is preferred
Biosecurity

Ken Gell

Finance & Insurance

Ken Gell

Education

Don Whitehead
don@walkabouthoney.com.au
Melbourne Show/fund raising
Judy Leggett

Constitution & Legal
Lindsay Callaway
Conference

Lindsay Callaway

Clubs & Affiliates

Phillip McPherson

Aust. Bee Journal/Website
John van Weeghel
Resources

Ken Gell

Services

John van Weeghel
Commercial beekeeping
Phil McPherson
Recreational beekeeping
John van Weeghel

All beekeepers and interested
groups are welcome to join the
VAA.

Membership benefits include:

* The VAA’s monthly magazine
Australian Bee Journal (ABJ)
including one free classified ad
per year

» Access to the members’ only
section of the VAA website
vicbeekeepers.com.au

+ Discounts for beekeeping
services and products, including
insurance

» Borrowing rights to the
extensive VAA library

* Voting rights at VAA regional
group meetings and the annual
VAA state conference

* Opportunity to participate in
and contribute to VAA
sub-committees

* Opportunity to meet and share
ideas with other beekeepers at
local group meetings, field days,
shows and conferences

* Opportunity to contribute to
advocacy to government and
development of policy on
beekeeping

Membership Rates

Up to 100 hives (1 vote): $90
101- 500 hives (2 votes): $240
501-1000 hives (3 votes): $385
1000+ hives (4 votes):  $530
Partner membership is $20 less
in each category and includes all
rights except receipt of journal

How to join

Join online at
www.vicbeekeepers.com.au
or email
vaa@yvicbeekeepers.com.au
to request a
membership form.

www.vicbeekeepers.com.au
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President’s Report

The program for the VAA Annual Conference is
packed to the rafters with excellent presentations.
Needless to say that varroa gets a fair share of attention
but it also includes honey testing, quality assurance,
honey packing, MRL’s, sharing of overseas beekeeping
tours, a Farm Business Economist, AgVic with Transi-
tion to Management report and all the usual updates and
reports.

Please see pages 30 and 31 for the full program.

The organizing team, under the leadership of Lind-
say Callaway, have put together an excellent program
and I call on members to take advantage of three days
of learning and enjoying the company of fellow bee-
keepers.

The Association’s Annual General Meeting will be
on Wednesday afternoon 5th June. All usual reports
will be available and elections will be held to elect a
President and two Vice Presidents.

A general business session will be held to give mem-
bers the opportunity to ask questions. Please remember
that recommendations can be voted on, but motions that
give direction to the Board and/or Association need due
notice to all members, as per the constitution.

The Board will ask the members to support a pro-
posal to increase the membership fee for 2024-2025 by
CPI, approximately 4% and rounded to the nearest dol-
lar.

It is with great pleasure that I can report that the As-

sociation has a new Administrative Officer. After inter-
viewing five applicants, we had a difficult decision to
make as we had several excellent candidates. The inter-
view panel agreed to offer the contract to Tino Corsetti,
a gentleman that has the qualifications and ability to
assist the Board in driving the Association forward. It
will be a real pleasure to have once again someone that
will take care of all the admin. Tino will be introduced
to the members at the Annual Conference, and I know
that Tino is looking forward to getting acquainted with
all the members.

May 1 take the opportunity to remind members that
there still may be time to participate in the election for
the 2024-2025 Board. It is important that we have a
Board that has the support of and is representative of all
the members. It has been a real pleasure to be a part of
the Board over the last year as we had a balanced Board
that represented all VAA members.

The current Board has made themselves available to
serve for another year and continue to work for a
stronger Association. Thank you to all the members
that have made themselves available to serve (see pages
32-35).

Hope to see you all at the Wonthaggi Workmen’s
Club on the 4", 5™ and 6" of June.

John van Weeghel
President

DENMAR APIARIES

P.O. Box 99, Wondai, Queensland, 4606
Phone: (07) 4168 6005
Mobile: 0448 690 064
International Ph: +61 7 4168 6005
Email: ausbeed@hotmail.com

ISOLATED MATED BREEDERS $600.00 EACH

Terms 7 days - Late Payments - add 54 Per Queen

UNTESTED

1—10 $32.00 each
11 — 49 S28.00 each
50 + $24.00 each

Prices as from 1/9/2020

BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS
AVAILABLE UPON
REQUEST
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New Book: Splitting Colonies

By John Kennedy

If you seek advice or information on how to split a
hive there are numerous Facebook and video presenta-
tions presented by a range of beekeepers, bee clubs and
other proponents.

But wait, a new book, released by Northern Bee
Books is now available. It is a paperback first edition
text of 34 pages, costing 12 pounds sterling plus $A
conversion and postage to our shores. It carries the title
Splitting Colonies, subtitled For The Small-Scale Bee-
keeper.

It is authored by David MacFawn, a well-qualified
craftsman beekeeper based in Columbia, South Carolina
who is already the author of three other books on bee-
keeping. He has worked with a number of university
professionals and has kept bees in three states of the

USA.

This book has been well reviewed in the two princi-
pal beekeeping journals in the USA.

Author MacFawn notes that splitting hives is an im-
portant means of colony increase and swarm mitigation.
He says it is an art as much as a science, but success
will vary year upon year based on local weather and
conditions.

A variety of splitting measures are discussed includ-
ing a walk away split, a split with a mated queen, and
splitting with swarm cells.

An endorsement provided by Dewey Caron at the
University of Delaware says the book is well illustrated.
with very easy to follow information on splitting a colo-
ny and that the book will be very helpful for beginners
and more experienced beekeepers alike.
www.northernbeebooks.co.uk to order.

VAA Sunraysia Branch AGM will be held at the Red Cliffs Club on
Tuesday 25th June at 7pm, following a meal at 6pm

UK HONEY BEE POLLEN

By John Kennedy

With the seasons turning in the UK (and here) the
prominent London Honey Co. run by beekeeper Steve
Jeffrey, has launched a seasonal promotion on honey
pollen.

He notes that “if you need a little boost to put a natural
spring in your step we’d recommend introducing our
British Honey Bee Pollen into your diet”,

The pollen is 100% pure and natural and is collected
by honeybees in wildflower meadows in the country-
side.

It is a precious low impact product that is collected
without harm to the livelihood of bees or to the produc-
tivity of the colony.

London Honey Co’s natural sources include black-
thorn, willow, allium, blackberry, raspberry, dandelion
and plum to name just a few sources, they say,

They claim it is “a super high energy wholefood
packed with enzymes, high in protein and jam packed
with vitamins, minerals, trace elements and phytonutri-
ents”.

Their recommendation is to enjoy a teaspoon a day to
introduce the natural power of pollen and propolis into
your diet by adding to breakfast yoghurt, porridge or a
smoothie, or to sprinkle across salads and grains, and it
is often used as a natural remedy to bring relief to hay
fever sufferers.

London Honey Co offers its premium grade 100% nat-
ural British Honey Bee Pollen at 12 pounds fifty per
100 gram jar.

A value adding opportunity for local beekeepers?

1 thought I would send you this drawing which was done
by my granddaughter Ruby three years ago.
I came across it yesterday whilst tidying up her art
works. 1 very much like the cells that the queen is
happily flying towards though I am concerned that
all of the bees might have succumbed to DWV -
or maybe the wings are beating too fast to be seen.
However, I think that the then six year old
was quite observant.

Dr Ingrid Galitis
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Beekeeping With Varroa, A New Fronfier

This year’s VAA Inc. Annual Conference has taken
shape with a keen focus on addressing pressing issues
such as Varroa destructor, honey quality standards, the
imminent pollination season, and the “state” of industry
updates. Our keynote speakers are Worldwide, Austral-
ia wide, and Victorian wide. Atthe VAA Inc., we pride
ourselves on being the home of Victoria’s beekeepers.

Varroa, a persistent threat to our bee colonies world-
wide is now endemic in NSW, and will take centre
stage this year. We have a great line up of experts to
discuss integrated pest management strategies and the
latest research on combating this destructive parasite.
We have two fully dedicated sessions focusing solely
on varroa with additional varroa centric talks elsewhere
in our program. Presentations will focus on practical
guidance on monitoring, treatment options, and breed-
ing practices aimed at enhancing bee resilience.

Honey quality will be another pivotal theme, with a
full session dedicated to understanding and maintaining
high standards in our honey production. Speakers will
explore factors influencing honey authenticity and puri-
ty, while also delving into methods for detecting adul-
teration. A panel discussion is planned to unpack quali-
ty topics from sustainable harvesting practices to best
practices in processing and packaging.

Industry updates from AHBIC, AgVic, AgriFutures,

CPAA, will offer a glimpse into the evolving landscape
of Victorian beekeeping, with insights on market trends,
regulatory developments (border opens and closures),
and innovations in technology and equipment. Valua-
ble perspectives on diversifying revenue streams, mar-
keting products effectively, and staying abreast of
emerging opportunities and challenges in the apiary
sector.

Networking opportunities will be plenty, fostering
connections among beekeepers, researchers, suppliers,
and industry stakeholders. Collaboration as an industry
and knowledge sharing will be encouraged, nurturing a
sense of community and solidarity within the Victorian
beekeeping community.

Our aim is that as you depart this year’s conference
you will be equipped with actionable strategies, fresh
perspectives, and a renewed commitment to advancing
the sustainability and prosperity of your beekeeping
enterprises. The VAA Inc. will also launch its all-new
brand that we hope will serve as a catalyst for driving
positive change in the industry, reaffirming the critical
role of all Victorian beekeepers in safeguarding pollina-
tor health, and promoting the production of high-quality
honey
Kind Regards
Lindsay Callaway
VAA Inc. conference planning committee

Let Steritech give your hives a treat

@

For over 30 years, Steritech has proudly provided Gamma Irradiation treatment
to eliminate a wide variety of problems in bee equipment

Gamma Irradiation easily penetrates all areas of the equipment being treated.

As a chemical free process, it eliminates the need for any post-treatment

STERITECH
QUEENSLAND NEW SOUTH WALES VICTORIA
180-186 Potassium St 5-7 Widemere Rd 160 South Gippsland Hwy
Narangba Wetherill Park Dandenong
QLD 4504 NSW 2164 VIC 3164
07 3385 8400 02 8785 4400 03 8726 5566

sterigld@steritech.com.au sterinsw@steritech.com.au sterivic@steritech.com.au

quarantine periods which allows equipment to be used straight away.

Contact your closest Steritech office to find out more about our service

www.steritech.com.au
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Bendigo Branch Report

By Carol Maunder

Bendigo Branch of the VAA has had an active year
with interesting monthly meetings. Our guest speakers
covered so many interesting topics from queen bee rear-
ing to all aspects of bee husbandry. Our Annual Bee-
keeping Field Day, always held on the second Sunday
in October proved to be a stimulating day of learning:
listening to guest speakers, visiting trade stall holders,
and various open hive, beginners and other presenta-
tions.

We have a very enthusiastic membership who par-
take in the many activities we hold, which make for
very friendly and enjoyable occasions. Our member-
ship consists of all levels of beekeepers from absolute
beginners to the most experienced. We are very fortu-
nate within our group to have wonderful mentors with
so much beekeeping experience who are always more
than happy to share their tips and experience as well as
learning from newer beekeepers. I really enjoy it that
so many choose to stay on after meetings to chat and
catch up with each other. Our barbeques for activities
and interaction are so well attended, especially our An-
nual Autumn Pack Down Day.

I have enjoyed the last year together with the great
camaraderie within our club. We invite, welcome and
encourage new members regardless of levels of experi-
ence to attend meetings.

Elections held at the April AGM for Bendigo Branch
VAA resulted in the appointment of the following
members to our Board of Management Executive Com-
mittee for the April 2024-April 2025 year: Chair: Jamie
Trimby, Deputy Chair: Max Maunder, Secretary: Peta
Dawe, Assistant Secretary; Robert McDonald, Treasur-
er; Carol Maunder, Assistant Treasurer: Scott Wright,
Resources Rep: Max Maunder, VAA Board Rep
(nominated in February): Lindsay Callaway. Members:
Committee: Margie Gallagher, Stafford Kelly, Michael
St. Clair, Doug Barrett and Angelique Perry.

The April meeting’s guest speaker was Lindsay
Callaway, who provided a most informative, stimulat-
ing presentation about Queen Bee Rearing, which re-
sulted in much discussion and questions.

Continued features of our meetings include: a brief
description by a couple of members each meeting dis-
cussing how they started their beekeeping journey, also
regular question and answer sessions, together with
bunches of five general tips for beekeepers. Bendigo
Branch’s Mead Making session followed by a social
barbeque, and then an 1nformat1ve Autumn pack down
Day was held on Sunday 28" April, with an excellent
attendance of members and other interested beekeepers.

A reminder that we encourage attendance by all bee-
keepers of a variety of levels of experience. We wel-
come you all.

DALRYMPLE
.. VIEW

APTARY SUPPLIES

MANUFACTURERS AND
SUPPLIERS OF ALL YOUR
BEEKEEPING NEEDS

ALL
AUSTRALIAN
MADE USING

QUALITY
AUSTRALIAN
HOOP PINE

AND OPERATED

Locally owned and
manufactured in our
factory on the Southern Darling Downs, QLD

Stockist of most other beekeeping supplies

65 Forde Street Allora QLD 4362 « 0448 717 051
www.dalrympleview.com.au * sales@dalrympleview.com.au

8

Australian Bee Journal



Coming To Bendigo
40-44 Thunder Street, North Bendigo
M E L B 0 U R N E We're rolling in with our state-of-the-art bee-
keeping truck — Get ready to dive into the world
P 0 LYT E C H N I C of bees, learn essential techniques and discover the
crucial role these pollinators play in our ecosystem.
This is your chance to gain hands-on experience

and be part of something truly remarkable!

Exciting news for Bendigo beekeeping enthusi- For more information visit melbournepolytech-
asts: Melbourne Polytechnic is bringing its Certifi-  nic.edu.au today
cate III in Beekeeping (AHC31818) to you! https://www.melbournepolytechnic.edu.au/study/
Location: Peppergreen Farm certificate-iii/beekeeping/

URNE
(R MEL BN
g gl
BEEKEEPING

TRAINING UNIT

The industry benchmark in beekeeping equipment & stainless steel manufacturing.
Creating the largest Automated Honey Extractors in the world!

1 » Wax Melters - 200 Itr to 750 Itr
Horizontal Extractors s~

*36 to 60 frame 3 bank - 48 to 144 frame 4 bank | c,pping spinner « S/S vane pumps
« 198 frame 6 bank « Twin Systems « Centrifuge « Heat exchange
» Automated self loading machines « Storage tanks - Mixing/heating tanks

1994 Finlay Road (P.O. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 3621

res tj g e P: +6135859 1492« F: +61 3 5859 1495

E: info@prestigestainless.com

ta jnl ess www.prestigestainless.com.au
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World Bee Day 20th May.

Apimondia April Newsletter

World Bee Day is observed on 20 May each year to

draw attention to the essential role bees and other polli-
nators play in keeping people and the planet healthy. It
provides an opportunity for governments, organizations,
civil society and concerned citizens everywhere to pro-
mote actions that will protect and enhance pollinators
and their habitats, improve their abundance and diversi-
ty, and support the sustainable development of beekeep-
ing.
World Bee Day shines a light on the habitat of polli-
nators to improve the conditions for their survival so
that bees and other pollinators may thrive.
The date was chosen as it was the day Anton Jansa, a
pioneer of modern apiculture, was born. JanSa came
from a family of beekeepers in Slovenia, where bee-
keeping is an important agricultural activity with a long
-standing tradition.

We have been celebrating this day since 2018,
thanks to the efforts of the Government of Slovenia
and FAO, with the support of Apimondia, that led
the UN General Assembly to declare 20 May as World
Bee Day!

Bees and other pollinators are essential for our exist-
ence, sustaining agriculture and biodiversity worldwide.
With over 20,000 species of bees and various other wild
pollinators, they face challenges from human activities,
such as habitat loss, pesticide use, and climate change.
In recognition of the pivotal role that youth can play in

OVER 500
PRODUCTS

EMIUM EUROPEAN
EQUIPMENT

addressing challenges bees and other pollinators are
facing, World Bee Day 2024 focuses on the theme
"Bee engaged with Youth." This theme highlights the
importance of involving young people in beekeeping
and pollinator conservation efforts, recognizing them as
the future stewards of our environment.

The Government of Slovenia and the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) or-
ganize an International forum for action on sustaina-
ble beekeeping and pollination. This biennial event
(to be held in Slovenia, May 2024) brings together gov-
ernments, experts, business and civil society to give a
regular fresh impetus to the international cooperation on
beekeeping and pollination and to align it with the
quickly changing needs. It also provides a platform to
share experience from beekeeping and pollination de-
velopment projects and initiatives around the globe — to
learn and get inspired by them. The forum will provide
an opportunity for in-depth dialogue and reflection.
While global in its scope and outreach, each edition has
a geographical focus (Africa in 2024).

The next Apimondia Congress will be held in Co-
penhagen, Denmark on 23 — 27 September 2025 in Co-
operation with the Beekeepers’ Associations from Swe-
den, Norway and Denmark.
www.apimondia2025.com

BEEKEEPING
SUPPLIES

AUSSIE
OWNED
AT

WE'RE HERE FOR EVERY BEEKEEPER

WWW.LYSONAU.COM.AU — 1800 955 579 — INFO@LYSONAU.COM.AU
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BBVAA Pack-Down Day

By Jamie Trimby

On Sunday 28™ April Bendigo Branch held their
annual Autumn Pack-down.

Margie and Wayne Gallagher generously hosted the
day on their property, with family helping to prepare for
35 to 45 beekeepers, thank you. The terrific facilities
and weather made for an excellent day of bee chatter.

Jake and Tom Nixon provided an excellent demon-
stration on making
or brewing Mead.
Jake talked the
crowd through the
process of making
your own Mead
(recipe to  be
emailed out to Ben-
digo members lat-
er). Tom did an
excellent job stir-
ring the ingredients
and keeping Jake
on schedule. Jake
was inundated with
questions providing
in depth answers
and clarification to
help us become &
confident to try our
hand at making our own version of Mead. He also ex-
plained what a hydrometer does and why it is important
to take measurements at the correct time. This was fol-
lowed by some much anticipated mead tasting.

A cuppa, morning tea and plenty of social catch up
then Wendy Millar and Chris Dawson went through the
main nectar yielding Eucalypt species in the Bendigo
region and surround, plus a few current pollen sources
flowering. Providing information on identifying spe-
cies through the soil type, where they naturally occur in
the landscape from river beds, and as the land gradually
rises to the hills. The tree shape (crown and trunk),
leaves, buds and bark. Margie and Wayne’s property
has a great selection of Yellow Box, Red Ironbark, Grey
Box, and possibly Red Gum in the distance that Wendy
and Chris pointed out. We also viewed some recom-
mended local books to help us in growing our local flo-
ra knowledge.

After a BBQ lunch cooked by Darryl and Stace, and
more discussion on all things beekeeping, Rob McDon-
ald smoked us
out with his col-
lection of smok-
ers. Rob de-
scribed the dif-
ferent parts, fac-
ets, and essential
smoker functions
for safe smoker
operation. He
warned about the

dangers and risks of
high fire danger
days, total fire ban
days and reading the
CFA guide. Next the
all-important  wick,
fuel, lighting, and
time, time that the
smoker is monitored
to ensure it is set for
plenty of smoke on
call when needed. Rob demonstrated how to hold the
smoker hands free, nothing like a mobile phone!

Wax moth, what can I do with all the hideous de-
struction? A member asked if wax moth frames can be
saved or need to be burned? Enter Chris Dawson, let’s
run a demonstration for the benefit of everyone here.
Chris went through the wax infested frames removing
cocoons, webbing, squashing grubs and moths and en-
sured that all things wax moth were put into a plastic
bag, I believe later presented to some satisfied chooks.

1 Once the frames were cleaned up Chris advised to

freeze them for a couple of days to sort any sneaking
grubs not found
in the clean-up.
The frames need
to be stored ap-
propriately, over
winter prefera-
bly, so air can
circulate be-
tween the frames
and a reasonable
amount of regu-
lar light.

Autumn pack down - Max went through the supers
auditing what stores the bees needed for winter and
which frames could be robbed. Inspecting the brood
and pointing out eggs, larvae, capped worker brood,
pollen, nectar and capped honey, not a drone or drone
cell to be seen anywhere. Nikki Jones, the Victoria Bi-
osecurity Manager, demonstrated alcohol washes on
bees, showing the best frames in which to collect young
bees after several sets of eyes ensured the queen wasn’t
amongst them. Shaking bees into a tub and after a
small wait collecting half a cup of bees into the alcohol
wash. Swirl, shake wait and repeat, remove the dead
bees into a sealed bag and inspect the alcohol for any
pests. How to report negative results on BeeMAX, how
to record without internet availability and to text Biose-
curity Officer immediately if a suspected Varroa mite is
found and to secure it in the container. Michael and
Stace completed the pack down while members got to
chat to Nikki and ask all manner of questions. The
group moved from Margie’s apiary to the shed, securing
the honey supers from the bees.

We enjoyed great company, discussions, afternoon
tea and with the schedule just as full as our bellies, we
didn’t get to demonstrate honey extraction! Our apolo-
gies Margie, thank you to everyone that participated.
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MINERALS & TRACE ELEMENTS
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For Bees <

Scientifically proven to contain the same key

MINERALS& .
TRACE ELEMENTS minerals and trace elements as honey and pollen.
Por BeeS Also contains amino and fatty acids. Simply add
oevetngie v il 10ml to 1L of bee syrup or drinking water.
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MINERAL BEE
HONEY
POLLEN

SUGARSYRUP X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

L +61(0)4 81972930 [ info@mineralbee.com.au 4@ www.mineralbee.com.au

250ml $29.95 - 1 Litre $59 - 5 Litre $200 - 10 Litre $400 - 1000 litre by request

AGRISEA BEE SUPPLEMENT

Agrisea is made from New Zealand kelp which is fermented to extract the vitamins, minerals and
Amino acids to promote greater brood raising and improved health, Bees prefer Agrisea as it is
more palatable than other supplements, try it and compared the taste. Agrisea can be fed to bees
with sugar syrup, added to water, or in patties. When putting stickie frames back onto bees spray
them with water and Agrisea. This will stop the bee robbing and help the bees clean the combs,
as well as increase brood laying. No residues and all-natural components.

1 litre $39, 5 litre $105, 20 litre $300

BLUE JACKETS
Blue jackets are made from a lightweight ventilated material. Amazingly it is rare for the bees to
sting through the material. Cool to wear and easy to slip on, no zippers or other problem areas.
Hand wash and they dry in a few hours. Can be placed in the glove box or under the car seat. $60

posted Australia wide.
Also FULL DEPTH ASSEMBLED & WIRED PINE FRAMES

And PAULOWNIA TIMBER LOCK JOINT FULL DEPTH & IDEAL BOXES
and more

GEELONG HONEY P/L TRADING AS EDMONDS HONEY
5 LOWER DUNEED ROAD. MOUNT DUNEED 0412 735 179

www.edmondshoney.com.au
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 8.30AM TO 5PM CLOSED SUNDAYS
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Varroa Management Resources Have Launched

In a critical juncture for the honey bee industry,
AgriFutures Australia in partnership with the industry’s
peak national representative body, the Australian Honey
Bee Industry Council (AHBIC) is set to launch a suite
of Varroa Mite (Varroa Destructor) focused resources.

The suite of resources follows the completion of
the Resilient Beekeeping in the Face of Varroa project,
an AgriFutures Australia research initiative.

The project has been a key focus for the AgriFutures
Honey Bee & Pollination Program following the incur-
sion of Varroa Destructor in June 2022. In September
2023, the eradication of Varroa was deemed no longer
technically feasible, leading to a transition to manage-
ment phase aiming to slow the spread and limit the im-
pacts of Varroa on Australia’s beekeeping industry.

Its introduction jeopardised the critical role played
by 29,800 skilled commercial and recreational beekeep-
ers collectively managing 530,000 hives. These hives
and residents are vital for the pollination of 35 agricul-
tural crops and many of our favourite foods, including a
range of nuts, berries and stone fruits.

The AgriFutures Honey Bee & Pollination Program
invests in research that ensures a productive, sustainable
and profitable beekeeping industry and secures the pol-
lination of Australia’s horticultural and agricultural
crops. The Resilient Beekeeping in the Face of Varroa
project aims to support the industry through what is ar-
guably the biggest challenge it has faced.

“Despite being relatively prepared for the [Varroa
mite] incursion, there’s still a lot of anxiety within the
industry driven by a lack of knowledge,” explained
CEO of the AHBIC, Danny Le Feuvre.

“Now that the National Management Group, the de-
cision-making body for the national Varroa mite emer-
gency response, has decided that it’s not feasible to
eradicate, our primary focus in the industry is on getting
information out to the beekeepers on how they can best
manage this threat,” he said.

To ensure the most accurate, relevant and compre-
hensive information was dispersed, the Resilient Bee-
keeping in the Face of Varroa project undertook a litera-

ture review, a comprehensive survey and interviews
with 21 international beekeeping industry experts.

“We’ve always known that education is a critical
component of any transition to management process,
this resilience project has reaffirmed the view that edu-
cation is a key component and the number one method
of slowing the spread,” said Danny.

The research included a final report and six fact
sheets that focus on the following key areas of concern:
slowing the spread, bee health, impact on pollination,
integrated pest management, bee breeding and varroa
chemical treatments.

The fact sheets will be complimented by a series of
interviews and podcasts to ensure accessibility for bee-
keepers across various platforms. The suite of re-
sources will feature interviews with global experts and
concentrate on the lessons Australia can draw from Var-
roa management practices overseas as well as the poten-
tial implementation of these strategies in the Australian
context.

General Manager of Levied and Emerging Industries
at AgriFutures, John Smith, says that ensuring Australi-
an beekeepers are provided with educational resources
to thrive despite Varroa is vital to the sustainability of
the industry.

“This will be one of the first Varroa communication
activities that looks at what we can learn from other
countries with Varroa and how beekeepers can reduce
Varroa and remain productive and profitable,” said
John.

“The resources are extremely practical and, I be-
lieve, will prove to be an excellent resource for Austral-
ian beekeepers who are hungry for information that will
help them manage this threat effectively.”

The collection of resources will be hosted on
the AHBIC website, and will contribute towards mini-
mising the impacts of Varroa, not only to honey bee
businesses immediately but also to the pollination de-
pendant industries that rely on the prosperity of the hon-
ey bee industry to support Australia’s food security.

TINO CORSETTI APPOINTED VAA EXECUTIVE OFFICER

The Board of the Victorian Apiarists’ Association is delighted to announce the appointment of Tino Corsetti to the

important role of Executive Officer.

He succeeds Kerrin Williams, and takes up this important role after her retirement from the position after 36 years

of meritorious contribution.
Tino brings a broad range of skills to the Association.

He is recently retired from a career in Continuing Education where he has been proficient for some years.
He holds a Master of Business Administration and a Graduate Diploma in Distance Learning Education.
Residing in Mt Macedon, he admits to being a recreational beekeeper.

Importantly. he is currently undertaking the inaugural Level 3 Beekeeping Course offered by Melbourne

Polytechnic.

Of equal importance, Tino is also currently Chair of his local bee club, the Woodend Bee Friendly Society, where

he also edits their newsletter and website.

Tino says he looks forward to meeting personally with many VAA members, at all levels of beekeeping activity,

in the months ahead.

VAA, PO Box 721, Woodend, Victoria, 3442
Mob: 0498 461 460
vaa(@vicbeekeepers.com.au
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The Old Bee Farm

From a painting of the same name
by Clara Southern, Warrandyte, ¢ 1900
Oil on canvas

In the twilight

the woman bends over the squat bee boxes
She is queen of her rustic domain

Her workers have left the rundown farmhouse

In her blue and brown garments

she is as much part of the landscape
as the sky and earth

and lonely as both

The grass is unkempt

knee high, home to snakes

Stalks catch the late rays of light
and the hem of the woman’s dress

The queen bee has long departed
with her workers and drones

in search of a more fruitful honeypot
maybe wattle or peach blossom

The combs degrade in the old hives
The honey has long fermented

The woman longs for company

for the busy buzzing to resume

Jennifer Chrystie

Photo: Lindsay Callaway
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Steam

For decapping, extractors,
wax reducer & wash down

- Electric Steam Boilers

Fully Automatic

Model shown ranges
T from 3kW to 42kW

Bl Steam output from
5.7 to 66.8kg/hr.

Hl Models range from
1/3 h.p. (3kW) to

48 h.p. (480kW).

Advantages

M Fast steam raising

W Compactly packaged &
self contained, no plant
room required

W 99%% Thermal efficiency
M Low capital & low
installation costs

I No boiler attendant
required
(state regulstions may
limit maximum capacity)

M Simple installation
requires only connection
of water & electricity

Il No flue - no fire
- no risk of explosion
- no fumes or smell

Il No oil storage tank
- no oil deliveries

I Clean equipment
& work arca

755 Botany Road
Rosebery nsw 208

Ph: [02] 8338 8660

Fax: (02] 8338 8661

www.simonsboiler.com.au

Il Can be installed adjacent
to steam appliance in
workspace

W Quiet & reliable operation
- low maintenance cost

M Simple to operate
& maintain — no sophis-
ticated burner/ignition/
draft controls - no fire
brick maintenance

Il Corrosion resistant, no
tubes, gussets or stays -
no heat transfer surfaces

[l Low heating element
replacement cost

M All spare parts available
ex stock

Il Comprehensive
operating & maintenanca
instructions, wiring
& piping diagrams
accompany each boiler

SIMONS BOILER CO.

Australian family owned
company Est.1032

34 Strong Avenue,
Thomastown, Victoria 3074
ph: (03] 8462 6700

Agents in all other states




Two New Books

Al ON BEE DISEASES and
THE OBSERVATION HIVE

By John Kennedy

Everything I read these days seems to be dominated
by the initials Al (meaning Artificial Intelligence) so
it’s really no surprise that they should emerge in a new
book on beekeeping.

The UK’s prolific publisher and bookseller Northern
Bee Books (www.northernbeebooks.co.uk for more
information and orders) is the source of the two newest
works.

The first is entitled A/ In the Apiary subtitled Honey-
bee Diseases and is a first edition work, a softback of
198 pages,

It comes from the hand of Paddy G Walker, now
retired but originally an apiarist located in west York-
shire, who has studied at Harvard and now works as a
business consultant for notable businesses GM, PWC
and IBM.

This book gives a comprehensive view of the
breadth of different honey bee diseases, covered by
their classification, biology, transmission, symptoms,
how to identify the disease, its impact on the colony and
advice on mitigation.

The publisher’s note points out that if a regular inter-
net search, for instance on Deformed Wing Virus, is
conducted it produces in excess of 250,000 responses
which it says, “is a level of response that is not useful.”

They note “using Al takes a very different approach

EXTRACTORS bee suits smokers HONEY

LYSON wax

( fg;_m

which is very complete, consistent and produces data
sets which are way beyond the capability of traditional
research methods”, adding “Al is a large language mod-
el which allows for a comprehensive and complex as-
sessment of data sitting in more than a trillion ‘bits’ of
information.”

This book looks like a little more than bedside read-
ing for the average apiarist, and it sells for 22 pounds
sterling plus conversion and postage.

The second new release is a reprint of the 1973 orig-
inal edition of the text The Observation Hive, authored
by Karl Showler.

It is a softback book of 90 pages and sells for 12
pounds sterling plus $A conversion and postage.

This book is devoted entirely to the Observation
Hive - its history, construction, use and maintenance.

Mr Showler was a Technical Officer of the Interna-
tional Bee Research Association.

In his original introduction he noted that
“observation hives permitted the elucidation of many
problems facing beekeepers in the 18th and 19th centu-
ries and even today play an important role in the scien-
tific study of the honeybee.

”Many beekeepers prepare this type of hive both for
their own interest and as a feature at exhibitions and
agricultural shows”.

The book discusses a number of historical hive de-
signs and concludes with a construction guide and
plans, making it essentially a useful source of infor-
mation on the topic.

Backyard & Sideliner Specialists
Premium Apiary Supplies & Training

Beekeepers Servicing Beekeepers Australia wide

S ADVICE nutrition
frames TRAlNlNG books EDUCAT|ON SMOKER FUEI

NCOMPLETE HIVES beeswax QU‘FFN CAGES

excluders uncapping kmves QUEEN BREEDING honey siev:

BEGINNER KITS hive tools KIDS SUITS \
0000

s honey gates NUCS VEILS
1re mead | ay tubs

LYS®©N

www.becsbeehive.com.au
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Email To Members

Notices to members.

1, In accordance with clause E10 of the Victo-
rian Apiarists’ Association constitution the
Board gives notice of the Annual General
Meeting of the Association to be held at
1.30pm on Wednesday 5 June 2024 at the
Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club, 75 Graham
Street, Wonthaggi, Victoria.

Members’ attendance is free but for catering
purposes we ask that you register. A zoom link
and the agenda will be provided to all members
prior to the AGM.

2. In accordance with clause C13 of the Victo-
rian Apiarists’ Association Constitution, the
Board gives notice that it will seek the mem-
bers’ approval for the proposed membership
annual subscription at the Annual General
Meeting on Wednesday 5 June 2024 at
Wonthaggi.

The proposed annual subscriptions are:
Up to 100 hives (1 vote) $ 93.00
101 - 500 hives (2 votes) $249.00

Specialising in
ﬂ . Stainless Steel Extracting
Plants and Equipment
EQUIPMENT for the Honey Industry.

Gl \\-
|5

§ 36/42,45, 48, 54pnd |
|6 Horizontal Radial*=

Bee Quip Urmpperi"

© 751 Edwards rd, Marong Vic 3515
. Ph Matt 0409 421 549 == mjjbee.eng@bigpond.com
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501 -1000 hives (3 votes) $400.00
1000+ hives (4 votes) $550.00

3. The requirements for the use of a proxy at
the AGM are set out in clauses E.21 and E.22
of the constitution. For your convenience the
clauses and the proxy form are included in this
notice.

E.21 A member may appoint another member
as a proxy to represent that member at a Gen-
eral Meeting. The proxy must be in or to the
effect of the form as set out in the Appendix to
this Constitution. It is not necessary for the
form to include instructions to the proxy on
how to vote on a motion.

E.22 Completed Proxy forms must be

(1) delivered to the registered email address of
the Association not later than 5:00 pm on the
day before the day of the meeting;

(i1) received by post at the registered address of
the Association not less than 3 days before the
day of the meeting; handed to the Administra-
tive Officer by 5:00 pm

EXPORTERS

ABN 96 078 192 300

Prices include GST:

1=100 e assnmens s $33.50 each
S $31.00 each
SO100). oo wnrsossmemonessammsssss $29.00 each
OVER 100 (in total) ............. $28.50 each

200 and over—Discounts apply
Queen Rearing Manager: Rose Taylor - 0409 667 908

Package bees available October to March...
Terms: Payment prior to delivery/pick-up

FOR ORDERS OR ENQUIRIES CONTACT
ROSE and NICOLE TAYLOR / ROWENA

1800 024 432 FREE CALL from anywhere in Australia
(Call from anywhere in Australia for the price of a local call)

IF UNANSWERED: (02) 6368 3788

Or write: 58 Marshalls Lane, Blayney, NSW 2799
Email: agbe@bigpond.com / Fax: 02 6368 3799




Appendix 1: Proxy Form For General Meeting

Victorian Apiarists’ Association Incorporated
PROXY FORM For ANNUAL / SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING
Proxy Nomination

(name)
...................................................................................... (address)
being a member of the
Victorian Apiarists ‘Association Incorporated
E=T o] o Yo 11 ) O OO RRRSR (name)
(o] SO TS SSTRR (address)

who is a member of the Association or, failing that person,
the Chair of the Meeting (Optional — Delete if desired)

to act as my proxy at the

[Annual] / [Special] General Meeting to be held in

..................... (month) ................... (year)
Signature of Member ... ieveceeree e
Date ......... Y2

Resolutions (See Notes below) If there are any specific reso-
lutions on the notice of meeting, | direct my proxy to vote as
follows:

Resolution No For Against Abstain
1 [ ] (1 EIE) [ ]
- [ ] £ ] [] [ ]
3 [ ] i [ ] [ ]

Proxy Decision

You may direct your proxy how to vote by putting an ‘x’in
the appropriate box. If you do not direct your proxy, the
proxy may vote as they think fit.

Notes:

1. A proxy should be appointed only if the member has their
own genuine interest in the issues being addressed.

2. The actual proxy form submitted must be in, or to the
effect of, this form. This actual form is not required to be
used.

3. It does not need to state how the appointed proxy is to
vote.

4. The appointment of a proxy must be either

(a) Delivered to the registered email address or phone num-
ber of the Association not later than 5 pm five days before
the day of the meeting; or

(b) Handed to the Administrative Officer by 5 pm five days
before the day of the meeting; or

(c) Received by post at the registered address of the Associa-
tion not less than 5 days before the day of the meeting (as
the Administrative Officer may have left the address of the
Association to go to the place where the meeting is to take
place).

5. If a completed proxy form is sent by email or text mes-
sage, typing the member's name in place of the signature
and sending the email or text from the member's electronic
address or phone number registered with the Association,
constitutes an electronic signature under the Electronic
Transactions (Victoria) Act 2000

EDPATH'S
EEKEEPING
UPPLIES

A Family Business since 1964

Phone (03) 9587 5950
Email redpaths@redpaths.com.au
Web www.redpaths.com.au

“Supplying beekeepers for over 50 years”

Redpath Quality “Weed Process” Comb Foundation
Alliance (NZ) Beekeepers Woodware

Lega (ltaly) Extractors, Honey Tanks and Pumps
Pierce (USA) Electric and Steam Uncapping Knives
Beeco (AUS) Stainless Steel Smokers

Ecrotek (NZ) Full Bee Suits

our shop and online.

And many more quality apiary items also available in

Opening hours
Monday to Friday:
9am - 5pm
Saturday morning:
(August to March)
9am - 12pm

193 COMO PARADE EAST,
PARKDALE 3195
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Another Top NEAA Presentation

By John Kennedy

The North Eastern Apiarists Association, (an Affili-
ate organisation of the VAA) was founded 70 years ago
and continues to offer its members a portfolio of im-
portant information on current industry topics, as well
as practical information at their Annual Field Day held
in early October each year at the Swanpool Memorial
Hall, Cinema and Recreation grounds, midway between
Mansfield and Benalla.

On Friday May 3 a strong gathering of commercial
and sideline beekeepers, plus a couple of recreational
participants, attended this year’s NEAA Annual Confer-
ence and General Meeting held again at the excellent
Swanpool venue.

With the theme of Varroa and its Imminent Arrival
into Victoria, three excellent speakers were organised to
provide the main event of the day.

As an Incorporated association, the statutory AGM
requirements were considered. These included a Treas-
urer’s Report that confirmed that the NEAA is in good
health, the necessary Committee reappointments were
made (President Don Whitehead of Walkabout Apiaries
at Milawa being reappointed) with the day later con-
cluding with an outdoor barbecue lunch, and a raffle to
distribute a number of valuable items generously pro-
vided by key beekeeping industry sponsors.

Included in the notice of meeting were several sea-
sonal reports from prominent officers, like David
Briggs and Don Whitehead, that confirmed that the re-
cent honey season had been pretty good.

Then the attention turned to the three keynote speak-
ers.

Karla Williams, the Department of Agriculture Api-
ary Officer based at Wodonga, was charged with updat-
ing on the likely arrival of the mite in the next 12
months, plus the biosecurity measures that are already
in place.

Karla noted that the first four to five years under
varroa are likely to be difficult “but beekeepers who
prepare will be likely to prosper’’.

She updated on the registration status of likely treat-
ments which are not yet approved for use by beekeepers
but are likely to be so declared on the mite’s arrival.

The importance of every beekeeper being up to date
on the current situation was stressed including with the
importance of the Transition to Management plan.

Also, the updates from AHBIC and the recent 90
minute zoom update from the National Varroa Mite
Management Plan, now available on line, are also key
resources for beekeepers.

The next presentation was a three stage PowerPoint
presentation from Lindsay Callaway who is a fifth gen-
eration beekeeper who operates the substantial Warral
Honey business at Maldon, and is also the VAA Vice-
President.

In February Lindsay made an 11 day investigation
tour to New Zealand which he has packaged into three
segments — The Good, the Bad and The Ugly.

Lindsay believes we have much to learn from the
best responses by our NZ compatriots.

He also observed the decline that has happened there
from one million to about 400,000 hives resulting from
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the collapse of the Manuka honey boom.

He also observed that beekeepers there are acting to
burn the relatively high number of abandoned hives in
place.

Of special interest was his observations from a visit
to that country’s largest bees wax processor, and espe-
cially the concern over industry contaminants.

The growth in hive (plastic) washing services on a
batch process was of great interest, and a likely precur-
sor here for individual business or contract washing
services on a commercial basis.

The final presentation was provided by Bertram
Lobert, a local ecologist and resident, and an active
member of the Save Our Strathbogie Forest group.

The Strathbogie forests, totalling about 25,000 hec-
tares, are the host for bee sites for numerous beekeepers
and are of state, even national importance.

However, Victoria has a schedule of burns of forest
blocks often of 500 hectares or more including a couple
scheduled for execution in the following days.

Bertram visually demonstrated a number of burn
consequences especially the loss of old heavily cavitied
forest trees which are most usually the host of the im-
portant Greater Glider population.

Several beekeeper present indicated the problems
that they have encountered with hives in the forest sites
trapped behind road closures and also the loss of valua-
ble bee positive understorey plants.

This raises a number of issues for the VAA Re-
sources Committee who welcome reports from bee-
keepers on their experiences.

Bertram’s view is if the fire burns are not working
properly then why conduct them.

The scene is now set for the NEAA Annual Field
Day at the Swanpool site, which should be a must-
attend function for most levels of beekeeping.

It will occur on the first Sunday in October.

Conferences

New South Wales Apiarists Association
23-24 May, Wagga Wagga

Tasmanian Beekeepers Association
31 May & 1 June, Launceston

Queensland Beekeepers Association
11 & 12 July, Townsville

Victorian Apiarists Association Inc
4-6th June, Wonthaggi

AHBIC AGM
10th July, Townsville, Queensland

Bee Industry Council of WA
Field Day only in 2024—TBA

17th Asian Apiculture Association Conference and
AAA Apitherapy Forum 2024
12-14th June, Esplanade, Freemantle, WA

Crop Pollination Association of Australia Inc

22 May, Wagga Wagga
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Compact Articulated Loaders

BEE SMARTER. WORK SMARTER.

Add efficiency, comfort and versatility with a multi-purpose loader
from Avant Equipment Pty Ltd

Manufactured in Finalnd to the highest specifications, these machines are reliable
and well designed for access, safety and ease of maintenance. Free call 1800 686 ﬁ
411 to organise your obligation free demo! gl

T amancdr
Made in Finland

v~ Ability to load the truck from
one side using telescopic boom

v~ Huge lifting capacity up to
1500kg

v~ Park sideways across truck

v~ Optional air-conditioned cabin

v~ Self Levelling Boom

v~ Prompt delivery Australia wide

v~ All terrain 4wd with
outstanding stability

v~ Backed by a Family business for
over 25 years

v~ Save time and man power

v~ Easy to access and operate

v~ Over 200 attachments

v~ Easy finance options available

1800 686 411 | sales@avantequipment.com |
www.avantequipment.com
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.- nuplas

Apiarist Supplies

Having trouble
with Small Hive

Beetle hiding in your
plastic frames?

Nuplas Aplarist Supplies

has the sclution with cur
new BEBM Frames, using

our speclalised Better Beetle
Management Technology.
With over 400 extra cells
moulded Into the perimeter
wall of the frame, your bees

AUSSIE OWNED & MADE can store honey and kaep
FOR AUSSIE HONEY the pesky beatle out of thosa
tricky hiding places.
Our constant drive to be

Innovative In everything
we do, Is Just another way
we |isten to our customers
and help you to maximize
your honey production.

better
beekeeping.

nuplasapiaristsupplies.com.au



BBM TECHNOLOGY IS A NEW
INNOVATIVE INITIATIVE BY NUPLAS ‘
APIARIST SUPPLIES PROVIDING

GREATER HIVE PROTECTION FROM

. BETTER BEETLE
SMALL HIVE BEETLE. MANAGEMENT

) OUTER
FRAME CELLS

Allows bees to access
cells and chase out

. the beetle leaving
them nowhere to hide,

" as well as store honey J UNIQUE

SAW TOOTH
DESIGN

Provides extra

staobility and prevents
frame from slipping
during extraction

- Wy Sy T et My S
| )
-

PROUD SUPPLIERS OF AUSTRALIA’S
MOST EXTENSIVE RANGE OF FRAMES AND FOUNDATION

» Full Depth Plastic Frame ¢ |deal Depth Plastic Frame » Assambled Timber Frames
and Foundation and Foundation with Plastic Foundation

» Full Depth Drone Comb ¢ Ideal Qut Comb Plastic Frame
Plastic Frame

» Assembled Wired Timber Frame
» Full Depth. WSP and Ideal + Assambled Timber Frame with
» WSP Depth Plastic Frame Timber Frames Plastic Foundation

and Foundation » Full De;::th WSE’O:\d Id=al » Assembled Wired Frame




AHBIC April Update

CEQO’s Report

I have been lucky enough to have a couple of weeks
break in April to reset and recharge. My wife and I had
an amazing trip to Cambodia working with a charity
using agriculture to break the poverty cycle. Worlds
away from Varroa!!

Over the last month AHBIC has been focused on the
Transition to Management along with providing over-
sight and ILO activities for both the Queensland Asian
Honey Bee incursion and the Red Dwarf Honey Bee
detection in the west.

We continue to put pressure on the jurisdictions to
provide industry with their plans for border movements
now we are transitioning. It is frustrating for everyone
that we still do not have any clarity as to what Spring
will look like for beekeepers. We will keep applying
pressure to jurisdictions to publicly inform industry of
border movement restrictions.

AHBIC has regained membership to the ACCC’s
Agriculture Consultive Committee which is an im-
portant step in keeping honey and mislabeling in front
of mind for the ACCC. We have also applied for mem-
bership of the DAFF non-prescribed foods export re-
form committee to ensure that any modernisation of
export systems for honey, actually benefits our export-
ers and doesn’t create additional red tape.

National R&D forum

Over 60 honey bee researchers, beekeepers and fun-
ders came together in Canberra to workshop and priori-
ties the R&D needs in the face of Varroa. This work-
shop was an important initiative that was made possible
by the AgriFutures Honey Bee and Pollination Adviso-
ry panel to understand what research is underway,
where are the gaps and what are the priorities.

This facilitated workshop will produce a R&D Na-
tional Varroa Strategic Plan that will be circulated to
gain broader industry feedback before being finalised
and used to guide industry investments. This is the first
time this type of coordinated approach has been used to
develop the plan. To have your input, please complete
the form:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VarroaResearchStrategy
We look forward to being able to communicate the draft
outcomes with industry as soon as it becomes availa-
ble.

National Bee Breeding Workshop

On the back of the R&D workshop a National Bee
Breeding Workshop was also held with the aim of pro-
ducing a National Bee Breeding Strategic plan. This
will help achieve a collective approach to identifying
and improving Varroa resistant stock in Australia and
also improve genetic gains generally.

Similarly to the R&D strategy, the facilitators will
draft a strategic plan that we will be able to circulate
broadly around industry for consultation. This plan
will help guide investment and assist AHBIC in lobby-
ing for additional investment in our industry. Again,
we thank the support from the AgriFutures Honey Bee
and Pollination Advisory Panel for enabling the work-
shop.

Launching of the AgriFutures/AHBIC webinar and
podcast series
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In a collaboration between AHBIC and AgriFutures
we have launched a section on the AHBIC website that
will host a growing suite of Varroa focused resources.
Initially it will include a new interview with an expert
each week for six weeks, and factsheets that have been
produced by the team that produced the Resilient Bee-
keeping in the Face of Varroa publication.

We hope to be able to keep updating the website
section as new information becomes available from dif-
ferent research projects. Well done to the Agrifutures
team and Bianca from AHBIC in getting this resource
developed.

The Sth Australian Bee Congress

At a recent AHBIC member body meeting it was
agreed that AHBIC will host the next national congress
in 2026. We are in the process of establishing a sub-
committee to begin the process of selecting a venue and
planning the congress. We are excited about the pro-
spects of the next congress, and we will aim to make it
the best congress yet!!

Varroa Response and Levies

All AHBIC member bodies have unanimously
agreed to begin the process of proposing a 1 cent per
kilogram of honey sold levy increase. This increase
will be used to pay the 1.1% of the Varroa response
costs that the honey bee industry is responsible for. It
was agreed that the increase would be temporary and
will be removed as soon as sufficient funds were raised
to pay the debt.

This may seem unfair that we are required to pay for
a response that caused significant impacts to many in
the industry. However, as part of the Emergency Pest
Response Deed that we as an industry signed up to
many years ago, we have legal responsibility to pay our
share. Since AHBIC’s extensive work to achieve re-
catergorisation last year for varroa destructor, the share
and proportion has significantly reduced as the Govern-
ment is responsible for paying 80% of the costs and the
16 industry parties responsible for the remaining
20%. Each industry parties share is calculated based on
Gross Value of Production (GVP) resulting in the hon-
ey bee industry paying 1.1% of the total cost.

Senate Inquiry into the Biosecurity Protection Levy

AHBIC has united with many primary industries in
opposing the proposed federal biosecurity protection
levy due to be imposed in July this year. AHBIC wit-
nessed at the recent senate inquiry explaining to the
committee of senators the inequities in the government
proposal.

Key points raised were the lack of consultation from
government, the proposed calculations of contributions
and the inequity of the levy collection in our industry.
The Month Ahead

The first of the many conferences start with
NSWAA on 22nd May which we will be attending fol-
lowed shortly by many of the other AHBIC member
body’s conferences. Towards the end of next month
(May), the next round of Plant Health Australia member
meetings and all the associated meetings around that
will be held in Sydney.

Regards
Danny LeFeuvre
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AHBIC April Update

The Transition to Management (T2M) rollout is un-
der way.

NSW DPI have completed the first ‘Train the Train-
ers’ event in NSW and I attended one of the NSW Var-
roa Management Workshop provided by the T2M in
early April in Bega, NSW. I encourage everyone to
make the effort to get along to one of these work-
shops. There is a lot of good information to assist bee-
keepers to make informed decisions on managing var-
roa. There are a limited number of workshops so make
the effort and get to one near you.

I strongly encourage everyone that attends these
workshops to get the contact details for the Varroa De-
velopment Officers (VDO) in your state and keep them
handy.

AHBIC will be focusing on other parts of the T2M
such as Code of Practice and Biosecurity Manual up-
dates and importantly an Australian COLOSS survey as
we move forward.

If you have never attended a state conference now
would be an excellent time to start. I am sure that all
state conferences will have a range of speakers to talk
on varroa monitoring, treatments and the latest research.
This knowledge will assist your business decisions with
regard to varroa and its management. Have a look at
our events page for a state beekeeping event near
you: https://honeybee.org.au/events/

Want to provide your constructive feedback person-
ally to AHBIC? — I recommend you attend your state
conference, where at least AHBIC CEO or Chair will

McCahon'’s
Bee
Material

Call and see Barry and his gang
at work making foundation.
Bring your wax to be
processed into foundation.

. Supers
. Frames
. Lids

. Bottoms

and most lines on hand
Jubilee Lake Road

Daylesford, Victoria
Ph: 03 5348 2533

be in attendance so you can approach us to have a
chat. Another way to formally reach AHBIC is via the
state body conference — we encourage beekeepers to
raise issues in General Business at your state Associa-
tion conference requesting they are put through to
AHBIC.

AHBIC continues to lobby the APVMA to have as
many mite treatments as possible approved for use in
Australia. An application for ApiBioxal (Oxlaic Acid)
was submitted at the start of the year and we await feed-
back from APVMA and NSW DPI. Approvals are a
slow process. Other issues we are working through are
export protocols, surveillance hives and other biosecuri-
ty matters.

The CEO has had a well earned break. Thank you
to Bianca who has covered for him in his absence.
AHBIC work and meetings to attend do not stop for
anyone. A thank you to Jon Lockwood for stepping in
to cover me for a couple of meetings in the next week
or two. AHBIC is very much a team effort. From the
guidance given by member bodies to fine tuning by the
executive, and the mundane but necessary meetings
attended by several people. This all helps to raise
AHBIC’s profile and to make sure that AHBIC focuses
on the priorities that have been set by the strategic plan
and our member bodies.

Stephen Targett
Chair

Specialising in

Caucasian
uecen Bees
/ Queens Q
Marked Queens ----- $40 ea
1-9 eaeea $35 ca
10-49  ----- S$30 ca
50-199  a-a-- $27 ea

200 plus per season
Quecen Cells

Discounts Apply
$8 - collect only
Breeder Queens - $825

Naturally mated on a remote island.

Post & Handling S15 per dispatch under 50 qty.

Prices include GST
Valid September 2019 to March 2020

Terms: Payment 10 days prior to dispatch.
For orders contact:
John Covey
Email: sales@coveybees.com.au
Ph: 0427 046 966
PO Box 72 Jimboomba QLD 4280
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Clayton Plastics

Servicing the honey industry
for over 40 years.

Jars & Squeezes

250gr & 500gr 300ml Twist 500gr Squeeze 500gr Upside 250gr & 500gr
Square Jars & Squeeze (Honey Comb) Down Squeeze Amber Jars
Pails
.
=
Non Tamper Proof Pails Tamper Proof Pails
500gr, 1kg. 1.5kg, 3kg. & 5kg Pail 1kg. 1.5kg Honey Pails & 10L, 15L, 20L Pails

(500gr, 1kg. 1.5kg available in clear as well) 2.2L, 5L Pails

AK

AU KINGSUN

Clayton Plastics

www.claytonplastics.com.au




Wood Frame Full Depth
Assembled With Wire

Wood Frame Full Depth
With Plastic Foundation

Plastic Frame Full Depth

(Not waxed)

Plastic Beehive

Plastic Beehive with 10 Frames
Material: food grade polypropylene
Thickness: 30mm

Working life: 30 years

Packing dimension: 60x50x44cm 13.8/kg

Features:

UV resistant

Thermal insulated increasing honey production

Light weight for easy lifting and carrying

Antioxidant plastic material for longer life expectancy
Holds standard and full depth frames

Easily assembled

Digital Thermometer

Built in ventilation

No painting required

What you get:

2 box hive consisting of:
1 x ventilated top cover

1 x full size super

1x Queen excluder

1x brood box

1x bottom board (including 2 feeders and pollen trap)
1x Entrance reducer

4 x Lock, Latch connectors

1x Temperature Gauge

Clayton Plastics A: 5 Lydia Court Epping, VIC 3076 P: (03) 8401 4248 F:(03) 84014969 E: sales@claytonplastics.com.au



Conference Competitions
The 2024 Annual Conference competitions.

It is time to start getting your entries ready!

The Victorian Apiarists’ Association Annual Conference Honey
Competition has been in existence for over 110 years.

The Honey Competition is always a highlight of the Annual Conference.

Liquid honey

e Native Flora Honey

e Yellow Box Honey

e Introduced Flora Honey
« Garden Honey

o Dark Honey

o Candied Honey

e Creamed Honey

Honey is to be in a standard 500gm (375ml) round glass jar, with a white/gold 63mm lid,
labelled with honey type and no wax. Jars to be filled halfway between lid rim and top.

Honey Liquid will be judged on Colour (25 Points), Density (25 Points), Flavour
(25 Points), General Appearance (15 Points) and Aroma (10 Points). TOTAL 100

Honey Candied or Creamed will be judged on Evenness of Grain (30 Points),
Flavour (30 Points), Firmness (30 Points) and Colour (10 Points). TOTAL 100

To help the judging please label the honey flavour on the bottom of the jar (small label)

Honey Comb and Bees Wax

o Sealed Frame (full depth)

« Honey Comb Section

« Bees wax - Best commercial block
« Beeswax Block (approx. 1kg)

o Decorative Bees Wax

Frame and Comb Honey will be judged on Fullness (30 Points), Colour of Capping’s
(30 Points), Evenness (20 Points) and General Appearance (20 Points). TOTAL 100

All pure bees wax items to have a clean neat appearance, no cracks or sediment.

Wax will be judged on Colour (25 Points), Clearness (25 Points), Tenacity (20 Points),
General Appearance (20 Points) and Aroma (10 Points). TOTAL 100
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2024 Annual Conference Competitions, cont’d

Honey Beverage.

All beverages must be exhibited in screw top clear colourless glass wine bottles without
lettering, fluting or ornamentation of any kind.

Mead will be judged on Colour and Condition (15 Points), Bouquet (35 Points) and
Flavour (50 Points). TOTAL 100

Pollen Competition

Pollen must be cleaned and dried in a clear 500gm glass jar.

Pollen will be judged on Taste (25 Points), Hardness (20 Points), Cleanliness (25 Points)
and General Appearance (30 Points). TOTAL100

Photo Contest

Photography — History

Photography - Native Flora

Photography — Apiary (now on its own)
Photography - Equipment (now on its own)
Photography - Introduced Flora
Photography - Portrait of a honey bee

Please note: All entries to be submitted by 1.30pm on Wednesday 5t June, 2024

DR MARLA SPIVAK ON PROPOLIS
By John Kennedy FACTORY DIRECT

Premier Bee Products, the South Dakota based producer Made in Australia by Danbar Plastics
of bee hives and foundation, which released earlier this
year their Propola™ hive which has scored internal sides B E EP LAS FOU N DATI ON S H EETS
to encourage bees to form a “propolis envelope” internal-
ly, has now made access available to a presentation on

pI‘OpOllS by Dr Marla Splvak. Plastic Beehive Componerits
Dr Spivak, an entomologist, is a revered professor at the *Made in Australia for Australian conditions
University of Minnesota’s Bee Lab, and is probably the STop qvm o) ool crene vig Kopeat polysbtene

, . . . « Excellent tensile strength and impact resistance
world’s leading researcher on propolis and its pros and ; :

) . L . + Natural cell size

cons. Her presentation, a video of about 20 minutes in - Mitred bottom corners
duration, was originally delivered as a guest speaker at -6mm engagement tongue

the North American Honey Bee Expo held in Louisville
Kentucky in early January, and is well worth reviewing.
In her presentation she notes that propolis, a sticky sub-
stance, is collected by bees from plant resins. and is em-
ployed for a range of tasks within a hive. In natural tree
hives they use it to create an envelope within their tree
cavity, usually working from the entrance back. Contact

Some bees have a genetic tendency to be prolific collec- Danbar Plastics
tors of the substance. She also touches on its pharmaco- ;‘:"(;‘;;';::;':7‘:(’)”"
logical benefits for humans.

It is available from www.premierbeeproducts.com or
from a general web search.

Buy NOW! IN-STORE or ONLINE www.danbar.com.au
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Thorne's Beekeeper's Rule

By John Kennedy

Leading UK bee goods retailer Thorne’s has
launched The Beekeepers Rule as a new product.

They say the device, developed with the help of Pro-
fessor Robert Pickard, is designed to maximise the hon-
ey crop, queen propagation breeding, or even where to
site an apiary (albeit in the northern hemisphere.)

Retailing at two pounds 70 sterling in the UK, itis a
clear plastic slide rule like wheel that they describe “as
a clever device to assist the beekeeper”.

Thorne’s provide examples like - they say most bee-
keepers should know from experience the plant species
in their apiary area from which their bees are likely to
gather most nectar. Further the apiary should be man-
aged in a way that maximum numbers of foraging bees
will be available in synchrony with the nectar flow.
The slide rule disc is rotated to align the four week for-
aging period with the dates of the nectar flow. The ob-
jective, giving queens ample laying space in the form of
newly drawn comb to produce a maximum labour force

for when required.

In regard to queen propagation, the timing of virgin
queen emergence and swarming is calculated. On the
breeding aspect the apiarist needs to increase the likeli-
hood of preferred matings to ensure maintenance of a
proven strain of bees.

Synchronising the production of drones and virgin
queens can be achieved by placing drawn comb in the
selected hive ensuring ample food supplies are present,
and temporarily removing the queen to a nucleus box if
the colony appears reluctant to raise drones. Drone pro-
duction and maintenance can be stopped in all other
colonies by restricting their food stores, although this is
often unnecessary at the end of summer.

“The right time to produce selected queens is indi-
cated by the rule”.

For more information see www.thorne.co.uk

This Rule appears a practical idea and it would be
interesting if a local bee goods supplier took up the cre-
ation of a version matched for the southern hemisphere.
Thorne’s don’t say if it is a patented idea or product.

The Independent

Scientists have made the shock discovery that bees can survive underwater for a week , and only found it out be-
cause researchers accidentally kept one submerged for days. One queen common eastern bumblebee survived
for seven days after water accidentally got into the container it was being kept in, described as a
“surprising” discovery by researchers from the University of Guelph, Canada. The team then carried

out the study on 143 insects with those kept underwater showing similar survival rates to those above
ground. Read the full story here

YEARS OF TESTING _
ROBUST, SAFE, GUARANTEED

PERFORMANCE ULTIMATE TYRE PRESSURE MANAGEMENT

CENTRAL TYRE INFLATION

HEAD 10 Holmes Road Morwell,
OFFICE: Victoria, Australia 3840

OPEN: Monday to Friday 8:30am - 5:00pm
PHONE: +61(03)5127 6128
EMAIL: sales@aircti.com

v’ Greatly reduce load vibration & improves driver comfort
v’ Greatly improve traction in all terrains to extend seasons
v’ Safer braking & handling in all conditions with less suspension wear
v Good for driver health & keeping schedules

MONEY

v’ Save bee stock during transport & also equipment damage
v/ Savings money as an asset for taxation. Use free air!

v' Extend vehicle life & maintenance cost are reduced

v’ Save on field breakdowns, expensive down time & tyre wear

TESTIMONIAL

“The biggest time saver! It got me out of trouble so many times, | could be going up a hill and |

start to lose traction and my truck starts bogging down. | dump my air through the controller on
Lindsay Callaway
Warral Maldon Honey

the dash, the tyres bite in, it gets me over the hill and | just pump them back up on the bitumen.
They are right with what they say - better braking, better tyre wear and it is a much easier ride on

my poor old aching back”  Steve Grahame — Outback Trucker
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Melbourne Section Report

In this report: Happy snaps the MS photo competi-
tion. We prepared for Honey Comps. May the Honey
Comp gods vote for you in May. How is your varroa
T2M? One can waste a lot of time with anagrams of
“Apiarist”.

What are some anagrams of beekeepers? ‘Beep
seeker', ‘bee see perk’, ‘see kerb pee’, and even ‘keeper
bees’. Apiarist is a bit harder: ‘aria spit’ and ‘Asia trip’
and then it degenerates into ‘I is a prat’.

‘Apiculturalists’ is the anagram challenge I am leav-
ing to you!

But the point is we have more choices if we break
things down into their parts, understand each part and
really understand how they could all fit together. It
may be better than how they always have been together.
Photography Competition

The 2024 VAA MS photography competltlon was
judged at the April meeting. A big
thank you to the entrants of the
Melbourne Section photo competi-
tion for 2024. Thank you to our
judge, Andrew Wootton, for his .-
entertaining critique and willing- |
ness to take on the job. There were
more than 20 entries. The entries
will be available for viewing at the
May meeting. The elements of
story, focus, content, and presenta-
tion make up a good photo, but
how many of us take a photo with
specific thought for each element?
The upshot is that we’ll be engag-
ing an insect photographer (not a
pest with a polaroid) to enlighten us on insect photog-
raphy at a monthly meeting near you.

Preparing apiary products!

You missed out! You really did!

We had a fantastic session on preparing honey and
wax for competition. It seems that removing particles is
the really tough job of both products. But that’s just a
statement of the objective. The knowledge of how hon-
ey works and how, at different temperatures, wax works
is fundamental to choosing your starting product, your
refinement technique and your timing within any tech-
nique.

The MS Honey Competition

The Honey in “Honey Competition” covers all of the
apiary products: honey, comb, wax, pollen and bever-
age. Some keen competitors probably started ages ago
in preparing their entries, but I recommend that you try
to have as many entries as you can across the different
categories because only then will you find out what you
do and don’t know and improve. Besides, they only
announce the winners and not the ones that made them
laugh!

So we’ll see you at the May meeting with your
clutch of entries.

And then on to the VAA Honey Competition. If you
aren’t going, even after the next paragraph, please feel
free to leave your entry with me or a few others who
will get them to the June competition in Wonthaggi.

Photography judge Andrew Wootton
at the VAA MS April Meeting

The VAA Conference in Wonthaggi

This should not be news to you. There have been
lots of advertisements, and it happens every year.

I think it will be great event. We have some really
‘top of their field’ speakers on topics that we will all
have to face in the next year or two. It’s also a chance
to see and hear how other apiarists operate and how
they get through the highs and lols of beekeeping.

The early bird price is probably over when you read
this, but go anyway!

The Melbourne Section AGM

This is one of your Member notices that the Mel-
bourne Section AGM will be held at the July meeting.
The VAA Board positions will be settled by then and
we can sort out who will, and how we will, run the Mel-
bourne Section for the next 12 months. Only VAA
Members can vote, so join up now if you need to.

The VAA Library

Most of the library is housed at
the Melbourne Section venue.
There are regular transfers of
books to, at least, the Bendigo
Branch to spread the knowledge
around. There’s always work to
be done with the library, and cata-
loguing acquisitions (new / donat-
ed) is one part. And wouldn’t it be
a2 great to have the library catalogue
on line? Any ideas or experiences
- in this line? Helpers always wel-
come. Browsers are even more
welcome.

T2M is for

recreational beekeepers 2!
Before the TLA* gets boring,
make sure you are engaged with the varroa transition to
management as it comes to your bee club or your area.
Significant funding and effort is being put into connect-
ing with clubs, is being put into the content and is being
put into training courses both online and face to face.
The T2M update held on Tuesday 30 April via zoom
was and is part of shifting our relatively lazy brains
from no varroa to full on varroa. None of us will be
able to suddenly be comfortable living with varroa: it
takes time and participation on our part. So ... you
guessed it ... come along to the Melbourne Section
meetings where we can work on changing ourselves
some more.

It’s getting cold and dark

The winter months are heading our way, and so
cheese and ham toasties will become more popular both
pre and post (and during) monthly meetings. Kitchen
volunteers and other bodies to take up what would be
cold air (does this sound familiar?) are wanted to keep
the spirits high and the beekeeping discussions hot.

And the last anagram for the night: Apiarists be-
comes ‘As a spirit’.

Rob Kerr

Melbourne Section Secretary

* TLA - three letter acronym. Did I really have to tell
you? Ciao.
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Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc
“Beekeeping with varroa, a new frontier”

= _ J~
1\ VAAms,.  123rd Annual Conference - 4th to 6th June, 2024

Y Wonthaggi Workmens Club, Wonthaggi, Victoria
Tuesday 4th June 2024
3:00 - Early check In

7:00 pm Check in, collect conference satchel, submit competition entries and meet with friends.
7:00 - Hospitality evening
10:00 pm

Sponscred by South Gippsland Beekeepers, Gippsland Apiarists Association
Wednesday S5th June 2024

8:00 - Welcome refreshments
9;[][] am Sponscred by Redpaths Beekeeping Supplies
Check in, collect conference satchel and submit competition entries.

9:00 - Welcome to conference
915 am John van Weeghel, President VAA Inc.

Symposium: Honey - confirming the quality
Chairperson: Lindsay Callaway, Warral Maldon
Sponsored by: Bendigo Branch VAA Inc.

9:15 - Protecting Australian honey from adulteration
9:55am Dr Liz Barbour, CEO Y-Trace Pty Ltd

9:55 - MRL's of honey

10:10 am

Nick Jolley, National Cluality Assurance Manager, Hive and Wellness Australia

qglg .m Morning Tea . Sponsored by B-QUAL Australia

10:40 - Business and logistics of the Honey Library

Ll Prof. Sharon Purchase, University of WA - Business School, Marketing
11:20 - The fight against Imported honey

11:35am Jon Lockwood, AHBIC Vice Chairman & Imported Honey Subcommittee Chair
11:35 - Unpacking the Q in Quality

12:15 pm

Stuart Archibald, Dr Liz Barbour, Angela Enbom, Prof. Sharon Purchase. Moderator: Lindsay Callaway

11‘1;5pm Lunch -Sponsored by Shire of Bass Coast and Shire of South Gippsland

Symposium: State of the industry
Chairperson: John van Weeghel, President VAA Inc.

1:15- .

1:30 pm Conference Opening = The Hon. Jordan Crugnale MP

1:30 - .

2:30 pm VAA Inc. 2024 Annual General Meeting

g;gg - Rebranding the VAA Inc. - Beekeepers looking skywards. Not backwards.
o pm Presenter: Lindsay Callaway, with VAA Inc. Board

gégg I_Jm Afternoon tea - Speonsored by Kelvin Trading Pty Ltd

3:30 - AHBIC high level talks

L Stephen Targett, Chairman AHBIC

4:00 - AgVic report

430 pm Nikki Jones, Biosecurity Manager Apiary & Karyn Di Florio, Bee Biosecurity Officer - Agriculture Victona

4:30 - AgriFutures report

5:00 pm

Steve Fuller, President CPAA, Vice chair honeybee and pollination AgriFutures
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Wednesday Evening

Visions of varroa; An evening’s entertainment
Chairperson: Ken Gell, Gells Honey

7:30 - Finding "it" first!

815 pm Peter Burgess, River Meadows Apiaries

Tales from abroad

8:15 -
9:15 pm Jon Lockwood Matt Lorenz Matt Petersen
Goldfields Honey Australia McDonalds Honey, Castlemaine Dividing Creek Farm Honey

915 - Tips from the trips

LLBLE ()] Matt Lorenz, Jon Lockwood, Matt Petersen and Peter Burgess Moderator: Ken Gell
Thursday 6th June 2024

8:00 - . .

9-00 am Welcome Refreshments Sponsored by: Redpaths Beekeeping Supplies
Symposium. varroa - Sharing the science

Chairperson: Dr Andrew Wootton, Master Beekeeper with the Eastern Apicultural Society of North America
Sponsored by: Dividing Creek Farm

900 - UBeeO: a novel tool for selection of varroa resistant honey bees

LT Dr Kaira Wagoner, University of North Carolina at Greensboro

?0536 am Morning Tea - Sponsored by Goode’s Honey

10:20 - Varroa control options (IPM)

Lz Dr Cameron Jack, University of Florida

11:10 am

a Hidden in plain sight
12:00 pm | Dr Zac Lamas, US Dept Agriculture - Agriculture Research Services, Bee Research Laboratory, Beltsville MD

ﬁgﬁp;n Lunch - Sponsored by Sl Coatings / HyChem International

Colloquium combo
Chairperson: Peter McDonald, McDonalds Honey, Castlemaine.

1:15- AgVic varroa transition to management report

2:00 pm Brett Harrison, Program Coordinator Plants, Apiary & Regulated Crops, Agriculture Victoria
2:00- NZ beekeeping with varroa

3:00 pm

Dr Richard Hall, Principal Scientist & Hayley Pragert, Senior Adviser, Honey Bee Health New Zealand

300 -

330 pm Afternoon tea

3:30 - Extracting the numbers and pressing the pennies

SRl Sam Henty, Farm Business Economist, AgVic & James Rowe, Resilience and Recovery, AgVic
4:00 - The ins and outs of Crop Pollination

4:15 pm

Steve Fuller & Mal Porter, Crop Pollination Association Australia

Crop Pollination: A session for lateral thinkers
415 - Steve Fuller, President CPAA, Vice chair honeybee and pollination “Agrifutures”
5:00 pm Tim Jackson, CEOQ Almond Board of Australia Mal Porter, Vice President CPAA
Jonathon Monson, Pollination Coordinator, Monsons Honey & Pollination
Moderator: Peter McDonald

Thursday Evening

2024 VAA.Inc. Annual Dinner
700 Hosted by newly elected VAA Inc. Vice Presidents
1;1:00'pm Sponsored by: Olam Orchards Australia Pty Ltd
Raffle draw, Competition results, Silent Auction, “Loud” Auction,

Thanks, hello and goodbyes.
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VAA Board Member Nominees Statements

Judy Leggett

I have served on the Board for three years now and
if elected, look forward to continuing to serve members
for another year. I grew up in a beekeeping family
helping Mum and Dad with all aspects of their business.
After studying Ag science, working and travelling, |
returned home and continued to work part time with
bees, whilst continuing to work and study. After gain-
ing teaching qualifications and having my own family, I
continue to manage all aspects of a sideline apiary busi-
ness and teach three days a week in a Primary school
Kitchen Garden program in Ararat.

I have been involved in the industry for many years,
with stints as Secretary and Treasurer for the Central
Victorian Apiarists Association, member and chairper-
son of the Apiculture Industry Advisory Committee.
For the last two years I have coordinated the VAA
stand at the Melbourne show and have enjoyed meeting
more members and volunteers. [ enjoy representing
beekeepers to ensure we can all continue to enjoy our
hobby or business successfully. With the challenge of
Varroa it is important we have a strong Board working
together to assist all beekeepers. If you have any ques-
tions, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you,
Judy Leggett 0423 464 800.

Tony Wilsmore

I am a sideline beekeeper and have kept bees for
many years. [ currently run 24 hives across Moonee
Valley and provide mentoring and training to others. I
am active in the Moonee Valley Beekeepers Club be-
ing a member of its management committee and its Bee
Security and Training Officer. I am also an active
member of the VAA.

I am a member of the Victorian State Quarantine
Response Team and participated in both the NSW and
the Victorian Varroa mite emergency responses from
the initial NSW call for volunteers to the last Victorian
mite surveillance in 2023.

I promote the value of bees and beekeeping by vol-
unteering with the Wheen Bee Foundation and, previ-
ously, as a volunteer beekeeper with Collingwood Chil-
dren’s Farm. I have presented at schools and communi-
ty events and groups to talk about bees, pollinators and
beekeeping.

What I bring:

My knowledge and experience of beekeeping is aug-
mented with extensive experience of working with or-
ganisations at management and board levels. I am also
a Graduate of the Australian Institute of Company Di-
rectors.

I believe that I can add value to the VAA Board and
to the sector by:

Working with beekeepers, beekeeping clubs, agri-
cultural industry and government to prepare the sector
for the changes that will be required for the future.

Increasing the VAA’s value to beekeepers and bee-
keeping clubs by supporting the sector in the areas of
training and governance.

Being a stronger voice for beekeepers where deci-
sions are made.
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Rob Kerr

I wish the VAA to represent the interests of all apia-
rists.

My background in large change projects over three
decades in the IT industry and in the Victorian Govern-
ment can help the VAA. All Boards need a variety of
business skill sets. The resourcefulness of beekeepers
can be enhanced with experience from other roles and
industries.

My participation on the VAA Board would be to
ensure that all beekeeper perspectives are included in
our decision making, to continue to developing our
sound decision making and record keeping practices, to
pursue connections with the government, industry and
any other body that can influence the opportunities and
rights of beekeepers, and to increase financial security
by diversifying funding sources.

I believe that we can become a more sophisticated
player in apiculture and a more sophisticated provider
of services to Victorian apiarists: one reaches out and
one reaches in. The VAA as the advocate to industry
and government is critical but sometimes is too distant
from day to day beckeeping. Besides increasing our
understanding and impact on the world outside the
VAA, I will pursue the development of services for our
beekeepers: services that only the VAA can and should
provide.

My time and effort on the VAA Board, the VAA
Constitution Committee, the VAA Conference Planning
Committee, and 4 years as Melbourne Section Secretary
show my dedication and desire to work for Victorian
Beekeepers.

Angela Enbom

Angela is a 2nd generation commercial beekeeper,
now managing the family business with her daughter
Millie.

She has been an active member of the CVAA Exec-
utive for 5 years and is currently the CVAA Vice Presi-
dent, the VAA Resources Secretary, and the Chair of
AIAC (Apicultural Industry Advisory Committee).

As our industry prepares for Varroa, Angela believes
that inclusive Beekeeper networks along with evidence
based best practice, including IPM (Integrated Pest
Management) will be critical in order to mitigate the
impacts of varroa.

Angela has State Government board experience and
is skilled in governance and risk & finance.

With a genuine interest in a thriving Honey Bee and
Pollination Industry, Angela will support the VAA to be
the peak professional body in Victoria, truly represent-
ing all of its members.

Robert McDonald
My name is Robert McDonald, and I am currently
serving as a general Executive Member on the Victori-
an Apiarists Association Board. I would like to ask you
for your vote in the upcoming Election to the VAA
Board for 2024/2025. My belief is that it is the respon-
sibility of the VAA Executive to represent effectively to
(Continued on page 33)
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Government bodies on behalf of the Membership, for
communication with the Membership to be a priority
and for the needs of the Membership to be prioritised
above all else.

Unfortunately, after the last election that we had two
years ago I found out that other candidates for that elec-
tion had been contacting members asking them to vote
against me. I know this because a person that I trust
was contacted in such a manner, and called me to ask
what I had done to offend the other person. I could on-
ly reply that I had no idea.

I have no interest in naming the people involved, or
in asking you not to vote for them. What I would ask is
that if you are contacted in such a manner, consider the
motivations of someone who would do such a thing. 1
certainly would be. And would have little hesitation in
voting contrarily to their requests.

I am a Life Member of this Association. I have been
a full time, professional beekeeper for most of that time,
until I retired a few years ago. [ have also served as
President and Vice President.

Matt Lorenz

I've been beekeeping since 2014, and as soon as I
discovered the amazing world of beekeeping, I couldn't
get enough of it. [ transitioned to full-time beekeeping
in 2018 and became a co-owner of McDonald Honey in
2020. Since then, we've expanded the business to in-

clude 11 employees and manage 2,500 hives.
Despite feeling like I’m still brand new to this game,
my passion quickly turned into an obsession. I spend
most of my time thinking about and learning as much as
I can about bees and what it takes to be a successful
beekeeper. Alongside my Bachelor of Business, major-
ing in Marketing from Latrobe, I have sought opportu-
nities to expand my leadership skills by completing the
ARLF TRAIL Emerging Leaders Program (AgriFutures
scholarship) and the Farm Business Resilience Program
(Ag Vic).

The arrival of varroa in our country has added a lot
of pressure to our industry, and it will likely bring about
significant changes. This has placed a heavy workload
on our industry groups such as the VAA and the volun-
teers who run them. In 2022, I joined the CVAA exec-
utive, which has provided me with valuable insight and
experience into how our industry groups operate.

I would like the opportunity to further assist our in-
dustry through these changing times. While I will con-
tinue to learn a lot through this process, I believe that I
have much to contribute to the VAA and beekeeping in
Victoria for years to come.

Richard Collins

[ am a passionate 3rd Generation beekeeper dedicat-
ed to advancing the beekeeping industry through mod-
ern techniques and community engagement.

(Continued on page 34)

Specialising in bee boxes, we manufacture a full range of hiveware

including boxes, lids, bottoms, nuc boxes, clearer boards, division
boards, assembled frames and supply wax and plastic foundation and |
hardware to suit. For quality beekeeping products, call us today. f

CONTACT US

38 Drive In Court, Maryborough, Vic. 3465
Landline: 03 5461 4661

Peter: 0418 535 300 Ali: 0498 102 600
enquiries@whirrakeewoodware.com

STOCKISTS OF

s-ﬁ» Lndant é%

May 2024 33



VAA Board Member nominees statements, cont’'d

(Continued from page 33)

As a young professional in the commercial realm of
beekeeping I have successfully managed pollination
services, honey production, and Packing Direct to Con-
sumer (Wholesale & Farmers Markets), ensuring that
each facet operates efficiently and sustainably.

My commitment to the beekeeping community ex-
tends beyond more than just Bees.

I am deeply invested in supporting local efforts and
fostering collaborative initiatives that benefit all stake-
holders involved.

My vision for the future of the Victorian Apiarists'
Association (VAA) is centered around modernization.
I believe that by integrating innovative practices and
technologies, we can enhance productivity and sustaina-
bility across our industry.

This will not only improve the quality of our prod-
ucts but also the viability of beekeeping as a profession
for future generations.

Through my role in the VAA, I aim to lead projects
that embrace new ideas while respecting the time-
honored traditions that have shaped our beloved craft.
By encouraging a spirit of cooperation and forward-
thinking, I am confident that we can achieve remarkable
progress and continue to thrive in an ever-evolving
landscape.

I am eager to contribute my energy and insights to
the VAA, working together to ensure a prosperous fu-
ture for all members and the broader community we
serve.

Ken Gell

Hi all Ken Gell here looking for your support for the
incoming year, on the VAA Executive.

I have been around for quite a while so hoping I can
steady the committee as we take the industry forward
into unknown territory with the arrival of Varroa mite
into our country, this will be a learning curve for all of
us, so hoping I can be part of this leading the way for
all of us to keep bees healthy. With a strong executive
we all can deliver what is expected of us as representa-
tives of our industry delivering best practices.

Vin Anderson

I'm a 3rd generation beekeeper, with horticultural
training, which gives me a plant based view of our bee-
keeping world.

I run about 100 hives now days just for fun and as a
distraction from running a landscape construction busi-
ness with a growing crew.

I'm an active sort team member. 3 years ago whilst
helping Ag Vic with almond pollination surveillance
late one evening while chatting with some other bee-
keeping colleagues and lamenting all the things wrong
with the industry and what we would do to help make
things better I suggested to the others in our quorum
that they should be on the VAA board and not just be
sitting in a bar complaining about things. Well one of
my bright friends suggested that perhaps I should do the
same.
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So here I am offering some assistance not sure what
difference that I can make if any.

I bring with me good leadership skills and an ability
to ask tough questions in an attempt to see issues from
all sides.

Really I'm just another beekeeper (aren't we all).
There is a lot that needs to be done by us beekeepers to
engage the government departments, the pollination
industry and the general public, so here's hoping we can
do that.

Ben Moore

Hi, my name is Ben Moore, I'm 32 years of age. I'm
a commercial Bee Keeper from Maryborough, Central
Victoria. I'm very passionate about our growing indus-
try and feel like I'm a valued contributor on the VAA
board. I would love to be part of it again for another
year.

Matthew Peterson

Matt Petersen is a commercial beekeeper and honey
packer, founder of Dividing Creek Farm Honey and 4th
generation beef farmer from South Gippsland.

Having bees since he was a child, Matt established a
full time commercial operation in 2019, Matt has fo-
cussed his passion on public education, advocating for
industry unity, financial stability and honeybee health,
with Varroa a major focus for some years.

Matt would be a strong non-biased advocate for
members as we head into a new era of beekeeping in
Australia. Matt will contribute new ideas, outside the
box thinking and fresh energy for the betterment of all
within the industry.

Andrew Wootton

I have been a VAA Board member for the past year.
I have attended all Board meetings and the 2023 AGM.

I am the VAA Webmaster, responsible for the web-
site and the membership management software (Wild
Apricot) which I initiated for the VAA in 2017. My IT
undertakings include event registrations, poll and form
management and VAA email bulletins and communica-
tions. Last year I successfully implemented our Google
Workspace for Nonprofits account which is used for
our email services and shared cloud-based file storage.

I was lead convenor of the successful Recreational
Beekeepers Conference in March 2024 and managed
the audiovisual facilities, enabling recording of the
presentations and their subsequent posting on YouTube.
I am currently serving on the Annual Conference Or-
ganising Committee.

I am chair of the VAA Education Subcommittee and
have made presentations at 3 of the VAA Affiliate
Clubs in the past year. I ran a queen-raising workshop
for the Melbourne Section at the Collingwood Chil-
dren’s Farm in November 2023.

I have been deployed numerous times in the SQRT
(State Quarantine Response Team) with Agriculture
Victoria and also with NSW DPI. I am a certified Mas-

(Continued on page 35)
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ter Beekeeper with the Eastern Apicultural Society of
North America.

I am committed to the VAA as peak body for bee-
keeping in Victoria and particularly its role in aligning
and representing the interests of both commercial and
recreational beekeepers.

Phil McPherson

I am presently serving my eighth year on the Execu-
tive and am at the moment Vice President. I wish to
continue to represent the interests of the members and
ask for your support. The last twelve months has been a

very busy year with the border restrictions and the
pending future arrival of Varroa mite. In Victoria we
have been heavily involved in planning and [when it
does arrive] implementing the transition to manage-
ment. As you are aware we are presently working on
implementing and refining several management changes
being a new branding exercise and exploring the options
for a CEO, as well as Resource management in general,
to provide for growing hive numbers within the state.
Communication and collaboration with all levels of our
industry [from Commercial to Recreational beekeepers]
I see as important for our future. With your support I
would like to continue working on these issues on your
behalf and build on the progress already achieved.

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT MOVES ON HONEY LABELLING

By John Kennedy

After many years of inaction the European Parliament has resolved to revise the rules on breakfast products includ-
ing honey, juices and jams saying that citizens of Europe are entitled to healthier and better quality choices.
In short, the changes are designed to boost consumer protection, identify defective products, and to identify the

country or source of production.

The EU Commission website says “The approval is a revision of existing rules on the composition, labelling and
production of honey, fruit juices, jams and marmalades and milk including stricter rues for labelling honey, in-
creased fruit content in jams, less sugar in fruit juices and the possibility to produce lactose-free milk with water

partly or completely removed”.

The moves were first introduced 20 years ago before a deal was introduced in January this year with the EU Parlia-
ment approving and adopting the new regulation in April. They become effective 20 days after their formal adop-
tion with all EU countries having to apply the rules fully within two years.

So far as honey is concerned the new rules include identification on the country of origin and the sources of the hon-

ey, and any additives.

Similar enforceable rules will now apply to “regulate the description, definition, characteristics and labelling of dif-
ferent food products including cocoa, and chocolate products, sugars, honey, fruit juices, dehydrated milk, coffee,
chicory extracts, fruit jams, jellies, marmalades and sweetened chestnut puree” the EU Commission official state-

ment reads.

GA Jackson

WHIRRAKEE
HONEY PTY LTD

Manufacturing quality Australian
Beeco Smokers

White colorbond metal lid covers
Metal escape corners

Ph: 0427 843 383
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VAA Resources
Management Comm.

Chairman: Ken Gell,

Mob: 0428 506 752
gellshoneymaryborough
@gmail.com

Secretary:

Angela Enbom

0400 261 233
angela_enbom@yahoo.com

Regional Managers
Central region:
Millie Enbom-Goad
Ph: 0400 083 582
millie_enbomgoad
@yahoo.com.au

North East region:
Andrew McCallum

Mob: 0448 577 780
rawhoneyvic@gmail.com

Sunraysia region:

Ron Robinson,

Ph: 03 5024 1068
honeybee711@bigpond.com

Port Phillip region:

Ashley Smith

Mob: 0419 155 857
lakesidehoney@outlook.com

Gippsland region:
lan Cane, Mob: 0428 516 325
iancane@bigpond.com.au

Western region:
Daryl Hobbs
0427 340 197

Agriculture Victoria:

Agriculture Victoria: Apiary team
Website: Honey bees | Livestock
and animals | Agriculture Victoria
Website:
www.agricultre.vic.gov.au/
livestock-and-animals/honey-
bees

To report a suspect exotic please
call: Exotic Plant Pest Hotline
1800 084 881

For enquiries and endemic
disease notification please use:
Ph: 136 186

Email honeybee.biosecurity
@agriculture.vic.gov.au.

The Varroa project team can also
be contacted at the above email.
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Contacts

For enquiries related to permits
and movement restrictions:
Email honeybee.permits
@agriculture.vic.gov.au

For beekeeper registration please

log onto BeeMAX
www.bees.agriculture.vic.gov.au
or call the Bee Registration
Helpline 1800 356 761

Current Apiary Officers

Nikki Jones

Biosecurity Manager Apiary
1 Taylor Street, Epsom,
Victoria, Australia 3551
Mob: 0428 617 071

Email: honeybee.biosecurity
@agriculture.vic.gov.au

Karla Williams

Biosecurity Officer Apiary

1 McKoy Street, Wodonga,
Victoria, 3690

Mob: 0417 121 987

Email: honeybee.biosecurity
@agriculture.vic.gov.au

Adam Maxwell,

Biosecurity Officer Apiary
475-485 Mickleham Road,
Attwood, Victoria, 3049
Mob: 0428 893 595

Email: honeybee.biosecurity
@agriculture.vic.gov.au

Karyn Di Florio

Bee Biosecurity Officer
Email: honeybee.biosecurity
@agriculture.vic.gov.au

If you can’t reach an Officer and
need to talk to someone urgently,
please call the Customer Service
Centre: Ph: 136 186

Department of Environment,
Land, Water and Planning
(DELWP):

BAIRNSDALE:
Tracey West
BALLARAT:
Jennifer Bromley 0448 389 270
BENDIGO:

Melissa Dole 0436 615 569
Melissa.Dole@delwp.vic.gov.au
GEELONG
Linda Laurie
HEYWOOD
Jacki Hayward 03 5527 0444

03 5152 0422

03 5233 5519

HORSHAM:

Jess Dickerson 0437 913 538
MILDURA:

Dan Cadmore 03 5051 4349
SEYMOUR:

Kathryn Hamono 03 5735 4300
WODONGA:
Lloyd Beaty 02 6043 7936
Other contacts

Australian Honey Bee
Industry Council (AHBIC):
CEO: Danny Le Feuvre
Mob: 0402 467 780
AHBIC@Honeybee.org.au
PO Box 42, Jamison Centre,
Macquarie ACT 2614
www.honeybee.org.au

Crop Pollination Association
Stephen Targett,
Ph 0428 649 321

Honey Bee Research &
Development committee
(HBRDC)

Annie Stoddart

Program Coordinator Research
02 69236918
Annie.stoddart@agrifutures.com.au

VFF State Beekeeping Branch:
Secretary: Gail Rochelmeyer
Mob: 0408 592 091

Collingwood Childrens' Farm
Apiary Open 10.30-3.30

2nd & 4th Sunday of month.
collingwoodbees@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/
collingwoodbees

The Australian Bee Journal
welcomes contributions
from beekeepers and others for
inclusion in the journal.
Please send your original bee
and honey related photos,
articles, handy hints,
anecdotes, club activities etc to
abjeditors@yahoo.com
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VAA Inc Regional Groups
Bendigo Branch:

Carol Maunder,

Ph: 03 5446 7911
secretarybendigobranch-
vaa@gmail.com

General Information Q&A
Meetings - 71st Wed. each month
(except Jan & Dec)

Dinner at 6.00pm (optional)
Meeting at 7.00 pm.
Lakeside Hotel, Bendigo.
Executive Committee Meeting:
3rd Wed month as required.
Venue: As notified.

Please register to attend all
Meetings

Melbourne Section:
Secretary, Rob Kerr

Ph: 0421 078 387
Vaamelbournesection
@hotmail.com
www.vicbeekeepers.com.au/
Melbourne-Section

Information/ Education Meetings:

from 7:30 pm the last Thursday
of each month except December
Location: Church of Christ,

1 The Avenue, Surry Hills.
Sunraysia Branch:

Trevor Monson,

Ph: 03 5024 8674.
monsonshoney@bigpond.com
VAA Inc. Library Trust
Secretary: Russell Goodman,
Ph 03 9735 3836

Affiliated Organisations
Central Victorian Apiarists’
Association Inc (CVAA Inc.):
Millie Enbom-Goad

Ph: 0400 083 582
cvaa_inc@outlook.com

Contacts

Gippsland Apiarists’
Association Inc. (GAA Inc.):
Sue Harding,

Mob: 0408 343 779
hardstein@bigpond.com

North Eastern Apiarists’
Association Inc. (NEAA Inc.):
Secretary: Moss McCallum
secretary.neaa@gmail.com

“J” Beekeeping Club Inc.

35 Duncan's Lane, Diggers Rest
Meet on the 2" Wednesday each
month at 7pm

Southside Beekeepers Club:
Secretary: Ted Cottle

Ph: 0428 429 547
ted@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
7.30pm on the 4th Wed each
month at Monterey Secondary
College,

21 Silvertop St, Frankston North
Geelong Beekeepers Club
Pres: Stephen Fridey

Ph: 0401 897 579

info@geelongbeekeepersclub.org.au
Meetings third Friday of the
month at Belmont Masonic
Centre,

25 Regent Street, Belmont
Latrobe Valley

Beekeepers Assoc.

President: Sean-Paul Smith

E: LatrobeValleyBees
@gmail.com

Meets 7-9pm first Tuesday each
month, Old Moe Netball Courts,
99 Savages Rd. Moe

P.O. Box 323 Newborough 3825
Mob: 0466 041 199

Woodend Bee-Friendly Society
An action group of the Macedon
Ranges Sustainability Group

E: wbfs@mrsg.org.au

Bee Culture

The Magazine Of American Beekeeping
140 years Experience Today’s techniques -- Tomorrow’s Ideas
ONLY USS$24 for a digital Subscription
www.BeeCulture.com for details

South Gippsland Beekeepers
Inc. Secretary: Anna Jones
Mob: 0411 770 062
secretary@sgbeekeepers.org.au
Web:http://www.southgippsland
beekeepers.org.au/

Meetings: second Thursday of
the month at St Peters Anglican
Church Hall, Cnr McCartin St. &
Bruce St., Leongatha
Melbourne Beekeepers

Club Inc:

Web:melbournebeekeepersclub.org.au
E: secretary@melbourne
beekeepersclub.org.au
Northwestern Bee Club Inc.
President: Roger Mitchell

Mob. 0407 427 431
northwesternbeeclub@gmail.com
Web: https://www.nwbee.club/
Mornington Peninsula
Beekeepers Association :

P.O. Box 186, Mornington, 3931
Ph: 0401 965 558

E: admin@mpba.org.au

Monthly MPBA Club Meeting -
4th Wednesday of every month
at 7pm Mornington Park Pavilion,
9 Flinders Drive, Mornington
Moonee Valley Beekeepers
Club Inc. (MVBC Inc.)
Secretary: Paul Kucera
mvbeekeepersclub@gmail.com
Meets at 7pm every 2nd Tuesday
of the month at Maribyrnong Park
Bowls Club, 195 Holmes Rd,
Moonee Ponds, VIC 3039
WerriBeeks Inc.

President: Carmel Gerdsen
Secretary: Helen Morland
Treasurer: Debbie Conway

E: werribeeks@gmail.com

Australia’s
Honeybee News

“The Voice of the Beekeeper”
The Journal of the NSW AA Inc.
Published bi-monthly
Annual Subscription
Aust. $65

51 South 2nd St., Hamilton, IL 62341
www.americanbeejournal.com

AMERICAN

. ‘BEE <JJOURNAL
n The Beekeeper’s Companion Since 1861

The oldest and largest English-language

beekeeping magazine

=Only $21 U.S. Dollars for
a Digital Subscription

*Paper edition 366 U.S. Dollars
per year—12 big monthly issues

Helpful practical beekeeping advice and discussion of current beekeeping methods.

Overseas $100 AUD

For more information contact:
The Editor, PO Box 7425,
SUTTON NSW 2620
Ph: 0427 552 001
honeybeenews@bigpond.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

HONEY BUYERS

FOR SALE

Index of Advertisers

Archibald’s Honey Co. Business for sale AR CTI o8
Spring Rd. Dingley, VIC, Jeeralang Apiary Supplies
3172 Ph: 03 9551 1860 Koala Drive, Jeeralang Junction | ayst Bee Export 16
Contact: Stuart Archibald Ph: 03 5122 2641 ust. Queen Bee Exporters
Email: rosalie@ Servicing Gippsland and Avant Equipment 19
archibaldhoney.com.au Eastern Victoria
Sekddkkdok K kodk Becs Beehive 15
Beechworth Honey Ltd. 8 & 10 frame tin lids Inside
38-40 Hammersley Rd. New & recycled tin Beechworth Honey back
Corowa, NSW 2646 KAS MANUFACTURING
Ph: 02 6033 2322 Ph: 03 5449 6680 Beeplas Australia 27
Contact: Steve or Jodie Mob: 0409 017 311 _
Goldsworthy NEW MEMBERS Clayton Plastics 24/25
Beeman Honey & Leioh B Covey Queens 23
Beekeeping Supplies eigh Barrett _
2/14-16 Tova Dr. Simon Burt Dalymple View 8
Carrum Downs Vic 3201 Janelle Cox .
Ph: 0438 7465 01 Istvan Czehmester Darer A A >
Contact Moe Jarrad Millie Enbom-Goad Edmonds Honey 12
majarrad@gmail.com Lisa Lapworth (Geelong Honey)
Beemaﬂ:b&ﬂ?&f ona Helen McConachy JBee Equipment 16
Canil H Ltd Dillon Murray-Major
apilano Honey Arthur Papapostolou - ing Inside
Capilano St. RichardeI())llins Kelvin Tradin front
Maryborough, VIC 3465 Lvson 10
Ph: 07 3712 8224 VAA Sunraysia Branch —
0419 431 652 AGM McCahons Bee Material 23
Contact: Stephen Covey .
will be held at the NUPlas 2021
Goode’s Honey Red Cliffs Club on I
Lot 1, 75 Bosworth Rd Tuesday 25th June at 7pm Prestige Stainless 9
Bairnsdale, VIC 3875 followin meal at 6om :
Ph: 03 5152 2180 ollowing a meal at 6p Redpaihis Beekeoping 17
Contact: Terry Goode SLRples
H B G VAA members are reminded  Simons Boilers 14
one uyers Grou :
y Buy P that they are entitled to Stafford Engineering
Martin Drake, FREE 6-1; et e vl Back
Bendigo or Melbourne one —l1ne classiiied a - Ezyl oader
0409 808 332 each year. Contact Steritech 7
Tmmm——— abjeditors@yahoo.com
Redpatg;spﬁﬁzzeeplng Members Notices (births, Whirrakee Honey 35
193 Como Parade East, deaths etc) are always free.  \ynirrakee Woodware 33

Parkdale, VIC 3195
Ph: 03 9587 5950
Alan Redpath
redpaths@redpaths.com.au
www.redpaths.com.au

The Australian Bee Journal welcomes
contributions and photos from

The deadline for the readers and members.
June 2024 Please send any
Australian .

Bee Journal letters, articles or photos to
is 10pm on abjeditors@yahoo.com
Sat. 1st of June
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BEECHWORTH  CANSTAR
HONEY N4

Australia’s Most Satisfied
Customers

Thank you to Australia’s best beekeepers for supplying your honey to
us. Together we can be proud to be voted Australia’s #1 Honey.
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OVERALL SATISFACTION TASTE TEXTURE & CONSISTENCY
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RANGE VARIETY VALUE FOR MONEY PACKAGING DESIGN
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If you're interested in selling your quality Australian honey or beeswax please call
Steven Goldsworthy on 0419 559 242 or 02 6033 2322.

beechworthhoney.com.au
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E/ YLoadenr

www.ezyloader.com

e Manufactured in Australia
e Six models
e Customised Service

e Unique levelling feature for ease of load handling

e Boom brake system — ease of under-supering and
requeening

e Split boom for load positioning anywhere within
reach

e Small footprint

¢ Fully self contained and low maintenance

e Special range of attachment for specific industries

e Manual lifting of beehives removed — saves backs!

M & K STAFFORD ENGINEERING PTY LTD
3/204 Southern Cross Drive, Ballina NSW 2478
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