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The Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc. (VAA)

The VAA was founded in 1892
and is the peak body for
beekeeping in Victoria.

The Association advocates to
federal, state, and local
governments to protect and
improve Victoria’s honey
resources and to ensure
beekeepers’ interests are
safeguarded and promoted.
We work to secure effective
legislation and encourage
scientific investigation and
research in all aspects of
beekeeping.

Our achievements include:

e Introducing the Victorian
Apiary Code of Practice
allowing bees to be kept in
urban areas

o Contributing to the new
Apiculture on Public Lands
Policy through our
involvement with the Buzz
Committee

o Working with Plant Health
Australia which contributed to
the development of the
Australian Biosecurity Code of
Practice.

The VAA advocates for the
beekeeping industry on behalf of
all beekeepers in Victoria.

Management

The VAA Board meets a
minimum of six times a year.
Members of the

2023 - 2024 Board

Secretary / Treasurer
Kerrin Williams

P.O. Box 40,

California Gully, VIC. 3556
Mob: 0498 461 460
vaa@yvicbeekeepers.com.au

President

John van Weeghel

0419 542 479
john.vanweeghel@bigpond.com

Vice President

Phil McPherson

0428 621 455
mchoney1@optusnet.com.au

Vice President:

Lindsay Callaway

(Bendigo Branch representative)
0429 857 835
warral@iinet.net.au

Other members:

Judy Leggett

0423 464 800
aandijleggett@bigpond.com

Ken Gell
0428 506 752

gellshoneymaryborough@gmail.com

Robert McDonald
0427 722 162
McDonald.Robert@y7mail.com

Rob Kerr
0421 078 387
robkerr62@gmail.com

Andrew Wootton
0481 392 798
andrew.wootton@gmail.com

VAA sub-committees &
conveners

Contact by email is preferred
Biosecurity

Ken Gell

Finance & Insurance

Ken Gell

Education

Don Whitehead
don@walkabouthoney.com.au
Melbourne Show/fund raising
Judy Leggett

Constitution & Legal
Lindsay Callaway
Conference

Lindsay Callaway

Clubs & Affiliates

Phillip McPherson

Aust. Bee Journal/Website
John van Weeghel
Resources

Ken Gell

Services

John van Weeghel
Commercial beekeeping
Phil McPherson
Recreational beekeeping
John van Weeghel

All beekeepers and interested
groups are welcome to join the
VAA.

Membership benefits include:

* The VAA’s monthly magazine
Australian Bee Journal (ABJ)
including one free classified ad
per year

» Access to the members’ only
section of the VAA website
vicbeekeepers.com.au

+ Discounts for beekeeping
services and products, including
insurance

» Borrowing rights to the
extensive VAA library

* Voting rights at VAA regional
group meetings and the annual
VAA state conference

* Opportunity to participate in
and contribute to VAA
sub-committees

* Opportunity to meet and share
ideas with other beekeepers at
local group meetings, field days,
shows and conferences

* Opportunity to contribute to
advocacy to government and
development of policy on
beekeeping

Membership Rates

Up to 100 hives (1 vote): $90
101- 500 hives (2 votes): $240
501-1000 hives (3 votes): $385
1000+ hives (4 votes):  $530
Partner membership is $20 less
in each category and includes all
rights except receipt of journal

How to join

Join online at
www.vicbeekeepers.com.au
or email
vaa@yvicbeekeepers.com.au
to request a
membership form.

www.vicbeekeepers.com.au
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President’s Report

A big thank you to our Secretary, Kerrin Williams,
for serving our Association for 35 years. Most mem-
bers will not have known anyone else in this role or
know the names of previous Secretaries. At times like
this we reminisce about the good old days and the
changes that have come about. When Kerrin started,
she had a phone connected to a landline as the only
means to communicate. Then fax machines and mobile
phones became more common, followed by the internet
and emails. With Covid we were forced to use Zoom
and in the last 12 months the Association has moved to
a shared drive. A secretary is mainly working behind
the scenes but plays a pivotal role within the Associa-
tion. Kerrin, thank you for your dedication to the Asso-
ciation.

The Recreational Conference on 9 March was a day
enjoyed by all. With a total fire ban and a temperature
in the high 30s, hive inspections would have been can-
celled if it wasn’t for one member, Peter Lewis, who
offered the use of his electronic smoker. The 50% that
returned the survey after the event gave the conference
a near perfect score. Thank you to the many that made
this day a great success.

Our Annual Conference and AGM are only about six
weeks away. Registration is now available online and
we have been able to keep the cost for members the
same as last year. The program includes excellent top-
ics with speakers from interstate and overseas (see page
11). With the conference in Wonthaggi, West Gipps-
land, it is an ideal opportunity to have an extended stay
and enjoy this part of the state, being close to the coast

and places like Phillip Island and Inverloch are just up
the road.

The judges of the conference competitions will se-
lect an overall Grand Champion with the prize being a
specially-made brass smoker donated by Redpaths. The
beekeeping club that scores the highest number of
points will take home the Perpetual Trophy. Come on
affiliated groups, the Melbourne Section has won this
trophy for the last two years and needs a challenge (see
page 26 for competition details).

On 9 March a delegation of the VAA Board, AHBIC
CEO Danny Le Feuvre and other invited beekeepers
met with Rosa Crnov, the Chief Plant Health Officer
and her team. Several issues were discussed, including
the border crossing of hives for pollination and queen
bees. Even though it is understood that it is part of the
T2M agreement further details need to be worked out.
All those involved with almond pollination will agree
that this is an issue that needs to be resolved urgently.
As the peak industry body, the VAA was asked to pro-
vide three nominations for the Victorian Bee Biosecuri-
ty Work Group (VBBWG). This advisory group will
provide advice on the function of the Bee Biosecurity
Officer (BBO) and the Victorian implementation of the
T2M plan. The Board has nominated Dr. Vicky Elliott,
Ken Gell and Dr. Andrew Wootton and is confident that
this trio will make a great contribution to the VBBWG.
We look forward to continuing to work with Agricul-
ture Victoria for the benefit of all Victorian beekeepers.
John van Weeghel
President

CONTACT US

38 Drive In Court, Maryborough, Vic. 3465
Landline: 03 5461 4661

Peter: 0418 535 300 Ali: 0498 102 600
enquiries@whirrakeewoodware.com

STOCKISTS OF

: |
Specialising in bee boxes, we manufacture a full range of hiveware l
including boxes, lids, bottoms, nuc boxes, clearer boards, division &
boards, assembled frames and supply wax and plastic foundation and |
hardware to suit. For quality beekeeping products, call us today. é

S‘éi'o Ludant
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VAA Recreational Beekeeping Conference

A GREAT SUCCESS
By John Kennedy

The VAA Recreational
Beekeepers Conference held
on Saturday March 9 was an
outstanding success.

Consider these factors.

It was a sell-out event
with a paid up complement
of 100 persons who attended
from a great variety of desti-
nations (one party even trav-
elling down from Albury
and others from almost as
far afield).

Most bee clubs or groups
were well represented.

The venue, the Victorian
Croquet Club in Cairnlea (a
suburb north of Deer Park I
need to confess I’d never
heard of or travelled through
before).

It was modern, roomy
enough for the 100 attendees
who had booked out the
event, with a great outdoor
break out space, and even

easy.

And importantly everything worked, including the
audio visual presentations and recording (an edited ver-
sion of the day’s presentations is in progress and has

Mike Love, a very experienced beekeeper
assembled a significant display of extraction
equipment from simple crushing or pressure extrac-
tion to a conventional knife and multi-frame extrac-
tor which was put to use. He also demonstrated his
specialty of cutting 400 gram comb honey sections
from an Ideal frame for the likely result of a signifi-
cant return for the beekeeper.

the car parking either on site or in adjoining streets was

DENMAR APIARIES

P.O. Box 99, Wondai, Queensland, 4606

Phone: (07) 4168 6005
Mobile: 0448 690 064

International Ph: +61 7 4168 6005

Email: ausbeed@hotmail.com

now been added to the VAA
website for wider access).

Every guest attending also
received a useful show bag of
hardware items and informa-
tive flyers.

The nine persons selected
for their presentations were
well resourced, relevant and
really outstanding.

Even the host for the day,
the irrepressible Ally Dries-
sen, provided a touch of in-
formality and entertainment
for her important role in tying
the whole day together.

And the inclusive catering
— the meal choices were
great, extensive, easy to ac-
cess and well-presented even
down to the appreciated free
ticket for a drink at the Club
bar to conclude the day.

Some quite significant
sponsors came forward in

(Continued on page 7)

ISOLATED MATED BREEDERS $600.00 EACH

UNTESTED

1 =10

$32.00 each

11 — 49 $28.00 each

50 +

$24.00 each

Prices as from 1/9/2020

BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS

Terms 7 days - Late Payments - add 54 Per Queen
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VAA Recreational Beekeeping Conference, cont'd

(Continued from page 6)

support of the day and the VAA acknowledges and ap-

preciates their
contributions.
The three

hands on presen-
tations by Mike
Love on honey
harvesting, John
Van Weeghel on
hive inspections
(and yes he even
found the queen!)
and how to do an
alcohol wash or
sugar shake pre-
sented by Nikki
Jones and Adam
Maxwell from
AgVic were all

highly  relevant
and practical,
especially for
those attending

who have only

one or two hives, or are beekeeping beginners.
The format which catered for both conventional bee-

learning to manage or operate a Flow hive was also

very relevant.

VAA President John Van Weeghel demonstrated hive openings to inspect
the condition or status of the bees. He even managed to find the queen
and showed how to catch, hold or mark the queen.

In the background Nikki Jones and Adam Maxwel from AgVic are
demonstrating sugar shakes and alcohol washes to determine the number
of varroa mites present in a hive.

keepers and quite a few who have invested in or are still

@

QUEENSLAND
180-186 Potassium St
Narangba
QLD 4504
07 3385 8400

sterigld@steritech.com.au sterinsw@steritech.com.au

AL

" Backyard

Four trade exhibitors attended and offered 10% dis-

counts: Edmonds
Honey, Bec’s
Bees, Kelvin Trad-
ing and The Basin
with
their Flow hive
display, and they
all did business
with a captive au-
dience.

Finally, the day
demonstrated that

| the Victorian Apia-

rists’  Association
is truly an industry
representative body
that caters for and
supports all aspects
and levels of the
noble art of bee-
keeping.

And the at-
tendees voted quite

resoundingly at the end of the day that they want a reg-
ular and similar presentation again.

Let Steritech give your hives a treat

For over 30 years, Steritech has proudly provided Gamma Irradiation treatment
to eliminate a wide variety of problems in bee equipment

Gamma Irradiation easily penetrates all areas of the equipment being treated.

As a chemical free process, it eliminates the need for any post-treatment

NEW SOUTH WALES VICTORIA
5-7 Widemere Rd 160 South Gippsland Hwy
Wetherill Park Dandenong
NSW 2164 VIC 3164
02 8785 4400 03 8726 5566

sterivic@steritech.com.au

quarantine periods which allows equipment to be used straight away.

www.steritech.com.au
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AHBIC Newsletter Extracts

Catalysing Australia’s Biosecurity (CAB)

In response to the recent varroa mite outbreak, the
Catalysing Australia’s Biosecurity (CAB) initiative is
leading a cutting-edge partnership between the Australi-
an Capital Territory Government, Queensland Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Fisheries, University of Can-
berra and CSIRO, to detect varroa mites — a danger to
honeybees across the globe.

A new low-cost technology, BeeRight, has been
shown to detect varroa mites in beehives in New Zea-
land and could be the solution to slowing the spread of
this destructive pest. If varroa mites establish in Aus-
tralia’s honeybee population, pollination activities
would be significantly reduced, posing an extreme risk
to Australia’s food security.

BeeRight technology is an Internet of Things solu-
tion that can be set up in any hive without damaging the
hive or bothering the bees. The technology has the po-
tential to monitor for:

e beehive activity

e colony strength

e queen status

e productivity

e swarming status

¢ hive location

e presence of disease

e when to treat hives.

Two pilot programs targeting varroa mite, and co-
funded to the tune of $130,000 under the Catalysing

Australia’s Biosecurity (CAB) initiative, are due to
begin in the coming months. The programs come as the
national management group for varroa destructor,
which includes governments and industries, endorsed
plans to move from an eradication response to a nation-
al transition to management in February.

The ACT pilot is a collaboration between the De-
partment of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
(DAFF), CSIRO, the ACT Government and University
of Canberra (UC). It will use a citizen science approach
to trial Vimana Tech’s BeeRight technology and use
environmental DNA (eDNA) with up to 30 local back-
yard beekeepers/hobbyists in the ACT region.

The NSW pilot is a collaboration between DAFF,
CSIRO, Queensland’s Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries and UC. It will also use the BeeRight tech-
nology and eDNA on known hives infected with varroa
mite in NSW. There will also be a citizen science com-
ponent like the ACT approach.

First Assistant Secretary of Biosecurity Strategy and
Reform, Bronwen Jaggers, said the pilots provided a
unique opportunity to test the technology and how it
could best be used in urban and peri-urban areas. For
more information email innovationpilots@aft.gov.au.
Bee Pest Blitz

Bee Pest Blitz is an initiative throughout April annu-
ally, it is a national campaign to increase awareness of
the importance of bee biosecurity and encourage bee-

(Continued on page 9)

.. DALRYMPLE
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APTARY SUPPLIES

MANUFACTURERS AND
SUPPLIERS OF ALL YOUR
BEEKEEPING NEEDS

ALL
AUSTRALIAN
MADE USING

QUALITY
AUSTRALIAN
HOOP PINE

AND OPERATED

Locally owned and
manufactured in our
factory on the Southern Darling Downs, QLD

Stockist of most other beekeeping supplies

65 Forde Street Allora QLD 4362 « 0448 717 051
www.dalrympleview.com.au * sales@dalrympleview.com.au
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AHBIC Newsletter Extracts, cont'd

(Continued from page 8)

keepers to inspect their hives for high priority exotic
pests. This national month-long call-to-action cam-
paign encourages beekeepers to conduct surveillance
during the month of April. The Bee Pest Blitz web-
site beepestblitz.com.au is live and contains resources

Bee Pest Blitz will be supported by Bee Biosecurity
Officers (BBOs) in each state, and engagement and net-
working with the National Bee Pest Surveillance Pro-
gram (NBPSP).

By participating in the Bee Pest Blitz month, Aus-
tralian beekeepers will fulfill their bee biosecurity obli-
gations and one of the two inspection requirements un-

to assist beekeepers to conduct alcohol washes on their
hives and report their findings.

der the Australian Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity
Code of Practice.

UKRAINIAN BEEKEEPING UPDATE

By John Kennedy

Sadly, the beekeeping activity in Ukraine has been disrupted by the Russian military event that commenced in Feb-
ruary 2022 and is ongoing. This is unfortunate since the country has a history of beekeeping dating back to medie-
val times. Before the incursion the country was judged to have 700,000 active beekeepers or about 1.5 % of the
then population. Moreover, Ukraine was judged as the largest honey producer in Europe. It has its own unique
style of beekeeping using single box hives with much deeper and many more frame sizes, and was the original inno-
vator in tree hives, although currently Langstroth hives are predominant.

The country is also judged to have been a leader in apicultural aspects of using propolis, bee venom and other
unique hive and bee outputs as health products. Even in the war environment it seems to have been a leader in pro-
moting sleeping with (or above) beehives as important therapy for its fighters returning from the war fronts. But
with lots of hives and lives decimated by the military battle, the USA appears to have reduced its annual imported
intake of Ukrainian honey by more than 50% (in turn introducing more imports from Asia as a replacement only to
find a significant amount is counterfeit or adulterated honey by a variety of other syrup and additive mixes!)

There is now a really up to date (made in 2024), and approximately one hour long video on Ukrainian beekeeping
available on line from the Extension service of Penn State University in the USA. If you search the internet under
the title of ‘Ukrainian beekeeping’ it should come up readily under the Penn State University banner. It is truly in-
formative on many dimensions about the Brotherhood of Ukrainian Beekeepers and also Women Beekeepers of
Ukraine groups. Recommended watching!

The industry benchmark in beekeeping equipment & stainless steel manufacturing.
Creating the largest Automated Honey Extractors in the world!

» Wax Melters — 200 Itr to 750 Itr
» Reducers - 1200 to 1800
« Capping spinner - S/S vane pumps
« Centrifuge « Heat exchange
- Storage tanks « Mixing/heating tanks

Horizontal Extractors
« 36 to 60 frame 3 bank « 48 to 144 frame 4 bank
« 198 frame 6 bank « Twin Systems
» Automated self loading machines

1994 Finlay Road (PO. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 3621
P: +61358591492.F:+61 3 5859 1495

E: info@prestigestainless.com
www.prestigestainless.com.au

restige

tainless
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2024 VAA Conference

Dear Members

VAA Inc. 123rd Annual Conference 2024
Wonthaggi, June 4th 5th and 6th

The good news is that our planning committee has
been working hard, meeting weekly and getting things
organised since late January. A fascinating program is
established with many world class speakers in the line
up and our valued sponsors are booked.

There are a variety of accommodation options avail-
able in the area. We will be keeping you informed of
the keynote speakers and topics covered as we progress
towards the conference, now less than 2 months away
by the time you read this.

There are limited sponsorship and trade stall oppor-
tunities left, so anyone who would like to secure a spon-
sorship or trade stall please contact me on 0429 857 835
or lindsay(@warralmaldon.com.au. The conference is
being held in Gippsland with a variety of natural attrac-

tions like nowhere else in Victoria. Unspoilt beaches
and pristine rainforest will make for a great holiday des-
tination.

Registration is now live and we would really like
you to be there! It promises to be a well balanced pro-
gram that will interest all beekeepers. All roads waggle
to Wonthaggi, it will be great to catch up with your ma-
tes, make some new beekeeping friends and do some
business.

We are pleased to announce that lan and Robyn
Cane will be our hosts for the conference. It will be
great to honour them for all their hard work for Victori-
an beekeepers over many decades.

There is still much to do, assuring you our best ef-
forts, we have attached our first flyer (see opposite
page) for your information.

Lindsay Callaway
VAA Inc Conference Planning Committee

AND NOW TEQUILA HONEY
By John Kennedy

Beeble, the Wiltshire UK based honey producer has launched another drink to its value adding honey and spirits

range.

After Honey Whisky and Honey Trinidadian Rum comes Honey Tequila, which it says is its Wiltshire honey with
Tequila sourced from the Agave fields of Jalisco, Mexico.

Packaged in a quite attractive shot style glass of 50 cl Beeble is quoting 35 pounds sterling, plus shipping costs for
this latest headache starter.

BEEKEEPING
SUPPLIES

AUSSIE
OWNED
o By

LYSEN

OVER 500
PRODUCTS
Vit 3

EMIUM EUROPEAN
EQUIPMENT

WE'RE HERE FOR EVERY BEEKEEPER

WWW.LYSONAU.COM.AU — 1800 955 579 — INFO@LYSONAU.COM.AU
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Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc.

Annual Conference & AGM

Wonthaggi, 4th, 5th & 6th June 2024

Beekeeping with Varroa, “a new frontier”
Program Highlights

Symposium: Varroa — sharing the science

Kaira Wagoner PhD, Optera LLC:
UBeeO™

Cameron Jack PhD, University of Florida:
Integrated Pest Management

Zachary Lamas PhD, University of Maryland:
Why Don’t We Sample Drones?

Liz Barbour PhD, Y-Trace Pty Ltd:
Marketing, Chemistry and Traceability
Sharon Purchase PhD, University of WA:
Business and Logistics of the Honey Library

Panel Discussion:

Quality Standards in Honey

Plus: Ag Vic, AHBIC, Pollination, AgriFutures updates and much more!!

Tickets: Members $290 (early bird $245) Non-members $320 (early bird $270), single day rates
available

Register: https://www.vicbeekeepers.com.au/event-5664664

Location: Wonthaggi Workmens Club, 75 Graham St, Wonthaggi Vic, 3995

Organising Committee: Lindsay Callaway, Joe Borg, Rob Kerr, Matt Petersen, John van Weeghel,
Andrew Wootton

Enquiries: annual_conference@yvicbeekeepers.com.au

Website: www.vicbeekeepers.com.au
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For Bees <

Scientifically proven to contain the same key

MINERALS& .
TRACE ELEMENTS minerals and trace elements as honey and pollen.
Por BeeS Also contains amino and fatty acids. Simply add
oevetngie v il 10ml to 1L of bee syrup or drinking water.
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MINERAL BEE
HONEY
POLLEN

SUGARSYRUP X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

L +61(0)4 81972930 [ info@mineralbee.com.au 4@ www.mineralbee.com.au

250ml $29.95 - 1 Litre $59 - 5 Litre $200 - 10 Litre $400 - 1000 litre by request

AGRISEA BEE SUPPLEMENT

Agrisea is made from New Zealand kelp which is fermented to extract the vitamins, minerals and
Amino acids to promote greater brood raising and improved health, Bees prefer Agrisea as it is
more palatable than other supplements, try it and compared the taste. Agrisea can be fed to bees
with sugar syrup, added to water, or in patties. When putting stickie frames back onto bees spray
them with water and Agrisea. This will stop the bee robbing and help the bees clean the combs,
as well as increase brood laying. No residues and all-natural components.

1 litre $39, 5 litre $105, 20 litre $300

BLUE JACKETS
Blue jackets are made from a lightweight ventilated material. Amazingly it is rare for the bees to
sting through the material. Cool to wear and easy to slip on, no zippers or other problem areas.
Hand wash and they dry in a few hours. Can be placed in the glove box or under the car seat. $60

posted Australia wide.
Also FULL DEPTH ASSEMBLED & WIRED PINE FRAMES

And PAULOWNIA TIMBER LOCK JOINT FULL DEPTH & IDEAL BOXES
and more

GEELONG HONEY P/L TRADING AS EDMONDS HONEY
5 LOWER DUNEED ROAD. MOUNT DUNEED 0412 735 179

www.edmondshoney.com.au
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 8.30AM TO 5PM CLOSED SUNDAYS
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Recreational Conference Presentations

NINE TECHNICAL PRESENTATIONS
OF GREAT MERIT

By John Kennedy

Here are some summaries of the nine technical
presentation delivered at the VAA Recreational Bee-
keepers Conference on Saturday 9 March

Vin Anderson — a long experienced, 30 or so years of
beekeeping as a pollinator, honey producer and educator
who keeps about 100 hives had the topic of “The Four
Seasons of Beekeeping”.

With a graphic chart he noted the lengths of sunlight
in the day which here vary from 9.35 to a maximum of
14.45 hours, and the vital importance of hive develop-
ment with the seasons.

Vin presented his key dates which with some poten-
tial seasonal or location differences will be relevant to
all Victoria beekeepers.

For Vin his season begins around the Spring Equi-
nox — say July 7 when the season and hives get going.

This leads to the period of key hive expansion, thus
honey production, which may conclude about the
Christmas to early January peak.

Then there is the annual winter hive shutdown date,
which for him is around Anzac Day, a useful bench-
mark.

Vin also noted the importance of queen rearing at an
appropriate time for inclusion into the hive.

He stressed the importance of beekeepers having and
recording their own optimum dates for hive manage-
ment and other considerations like weather or local con-
ditions which may impact these key dates.

VAA President John Van Weeghel - was the next
speaker with the topic of feeding bees.

He is a hobby beekeeper operating about 60 hives,
and he reviewed the timing of feeding together with the
range of choices of what to feed from dry sugar to sugar
blocks to sugar syrup. He then added the choice of pol-
len supplements.

The how to feed choices are multiple, from top feed-
ing to frame feeders, jars or plastic containers to plastic
bags as a container for sugar syrup.

John stressed the importance of having a forward
feeding plan and guidance from a mentor in terms of
making the right choice of method.

Dr Andrew Wooton - who is a USA designated Mas-
ter Beekeeper, had the brief of”” Splitting Hives”.

He considered the topics of a Walkaway Split to a
Flyback Split and the practical benefits of each graph-
ically presented by execution diagrams.

Andrew Johnson - who is Australia’s only authorised
reseller of the Flow Hive, and operates The Basin Bee-
hive business, recounted his experiences in dealing with
prospective or current owners of this plastic device.
With his engineering background he is able to see prob-
lems and how to resolve them and has built a major
knowledge base.

He stressed most of the problems occur not from the
bees but the beekeeper, and indicated there are for and

against critics of this unique extraction system but the
targets were not the bees, but mostly beekeepers.

He indicated that there is now good information for
practitioners on the best way to operate their flow hives
and said Flow Hive beekeepers should not expect a hon-
ey harvest in their first year, and there are times when
the flow frames should be removed.

Another issue is tea tree honey which is nor suitable
to the frames.

Professor Madeline Beekman - one of the day’s high-
lights was the pre-lunch presentation from Professor
Madeline Beekman from the University of Sydney, on
varroa from Basic Biology to Virus Vector.

The history of the mite from its recognition in 1904
to the 1980s when it jumped from apis cerana to apis
mellifera was detailed, along with its island jumping
experience in Hawaii and New Zealand.

The fact that our current mite version does not carry
the Deformed Wing Virus pathogens was seen as a pos-
1tive.

She also recounted the experience of Dr Tom Seeley
as outlined in his original book Following the Bees.

Admitting that she is an optimist, Dr Beekman ex-
pressed a view that despite the immediate experiences
to be overcome with the arrival of the mite, she was
confident that breeding developments like VSH bees
could provide for some relief in the years ahead.

A debate later in the day raised the varroa experienc-
es in places like Cuba and South Africa where the hive
numbers have rebuilt after detection and heavy losses
and the incidence appears to have been overcome re-
cently.

AgVic staffers Nikki Jones and Adam Maxwell - the
after lunch sessions resumed with a session on Integrat-
ed Pest Management and varroa treatments delivered by
AgVic staffers Nikki Jones and Adam Maxwell, who
noted the extensive resources and effort that has been
applied to eradication in NSW since the first detection
in September in 2022 then to the T2M (Transmission to
Management) declared on 13 February 2024.

The importance of all beekeepers being involved in
the outcomes, monitoring their hives, staying informed
on developments and keeping their own records was
stressed.

Dr Travis Beddoe - attention then turned to the presen-
tation by Dr Travis Beddoe from La Ttrobe University
and his pioneering work on developing the LAMP test
for American and European Foul Brood, and the pro-
spect that the technique will likely be presented as a
commercial product. The support provided to the pro-
ject by Agrifutures was also noted.

Don Muir - the day’s final presentation was delivered
by Don Muir, a leader in honey testing via the creation
of the Australian Honey Library and B-Trace.

Don emphasised that their roles were to “show Aus-
tralian honeys as a fine food regardless of its prove-
nance’.

All the honeys submitted by producers for the Li-
brary have tested to the highest CODEX standard to

(Continued on page 14)
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Recreational Conference
Presentations, cont'd

(Continued from page 13)

date.

He noted that the testing of a $3.50 a kilo im-
ported honey recently had shown that it contained
no pollen or nectar.

Beekeepers are encouraged to subscribe for a B-
Trace honey label that shows their honey is a tested
quality honey as a help to obtaining a premium
price for their product.

VAA Vice-President Lindsay Callaway, Dr
Travis Beddoe and Professor Beekman - The day
concluded with a robust question and answer ses-
sion provided by a three member panel including
VAA Vice-President Lindsay Callaway, Dr Travis
Beddoe and Professor Beekman.

Lindsay Callaway whose Warral Honey busi-
ness at Maldon operates 4500 hives and 1500 nu-
cleus in hives in support indicated that having just
returned from a New Zealand trip he was
“cautiously optimistic” about the outlook for the
Australian beekeeping industry.

A formal edited video of the nine technical
presentations has been edited into an informative
and useful format and is available for VAA mem-
bers to view on the association website.
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AHBIC Newsletter Extracts

AHBIC March Newsletter
Chair’s Report

AHBIC continues to work hard for our industry
through lobbying and meeting with ministers. One
overlooked area is the numbers of meetings AHBIC
attends to ensure positive outcomes for our industry and
our levy monies. Meetings with PHA, DAFF, AgriFu-
tures and DFAT to name a few. These meetings are
time consuming over the course of a year. Add all the
varroa related meetings and briefings since June 2022
and I am proud of AHBIC achievements outside the
varroa area with limited resources.

Industry owes a huge thank you to our CEO — Dan-
ny for his diligence, work ethos and professionalism
that made sure all these important events were attended
and had valuable input from our industry. I also thank
the member bodies and the executive for their time at
meetings to provide guidance to the CEO throughout
this challenging period.

I cannot stress enough the huge achievement it was
to secure the Transition to Management plan for varroa
over two years. A two year Transition to Management
time frame has NOT been achieved for any other biose-
curity response — and there have been quite a few. This
was achieved by a lot of networking and lobbying by

mainly Danny, but also Bianca Giggins. A HUGE
thank you to you both.
Congress

A recent members meeting agreed for AHBIC to
conduct a congress in 2026. AHBIC is in the process of

EXTRACTORS bee suits smokers HONEY F

LYSON wax

.K'g_m

forming a congress organizing committee.
Levies

AHBIC continues to lobby against the 10% increase
in our honey levy for the Border Biosecurity Levy that
the Australian Government recently announced.
AHBIC have joined most Agricultural industries in lob-
bying against this new tax.

Honey levies

Honey levies will be a point of discussion at all
member body AGM/conferences this year. Our indus-
try is required to pay back our share of the varroa re-
sponse. Member bodies at an AHBIC members meet-
ing have agreed to increase our honey levy by lc/kg
until the debt is paid off. Part of the formal process to
increase the levy and repay the monies includes consul-
tation with industry. The first part of this wide consul-
tation will be at member body AGM/conferences.

To that end all beekeepers should be supporting
their state conferences to get the latest information
on varroa AND have a say on the proposed levy in-
crease.

Stephen Targett

CEO’s Update

Since the February newsletter AHBIC has been fo-
cused on biosecurity issues. Working hard towards es-
tablishing the transition to management program, con-
tributing to the WA red dwarf honey bee response and

(Continued on page 16)
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AHBIC Newsletter Extracts, cont'd

(Continued from page 15)

acting as ILO in the Brisbane Asian honey bee re-
sponse.

Despite biosecurity consuming most of our time we
have been progressing other critical industry issues.
Honey Markets
Imported Honey Subcommittee

This committee has met to discuss what can be done
about this issue and provided a list of tasks for AHBIC
to complete. We have gathered nearly 40 imported
honey samples from shelves across Australia and we
are preparing them to be tested. AHBIC has met with
specialty international trade lawyers to discuss imported
products and what can be done from a countervailing
perspective. In addition to this internal activity, we
have also met with the Australian Federal Agricultural
Department to lobby for more comprehensive testing
and provided insight into the imported honey testing
project.

There is still work to be done on this issue and we
are progressing as fast as possible with the resources we
have.

Opening Export Opportunities

We have now officially gained access to export mar-
kets in Vietnam for Australian honey. Whilst some
honey was being exported to Vietnam it was through
the unofficial ‘grey’ channels that offer little protection
to Aussie exporters. Formalising this export pathway
gives both exporters and importers greater confidence

Specialising in
ﬂ / Stainless Steel Extracting
Plants and Equipment
EQUIPMENT for the Honey Industry.

© 751 Edwards rd, Marong Vic 3515
. Ph Matt 0409 421 549 == mjjbee.eng@bigpond.com
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and hopefully we will see increased volumes of Aussie
honey going to Vietnam.

This took a lot of work from AHBIC working with
AusTrade and the Vietnam authorities to agree to spe-
cific import conditions. We are still working on Indo-
nesia and Morocco to formalise their entry condi-
tions. Australia is now exporting the lowest amounts of
honey since the 1960’s, contributing to some of the cur-
rent over supply within our own country.

National Honey Standards Committee

AHBIC is chairing the International Standards Or-
ganisation working group for honey bee products. This
group has been meeting regularly to assess and provide
comment on the international proposed standards and
progress the Australian standards. A standard for Royal
Jelly has been circulated for public comment and will
be soon presented to the AHBIC member bodies for
endorsement. We expect this to be the first in a series
of standards for industry to consider.

Biosecurity
NSW Varroa Response

Final agreement was reached in early February to
the national transition to management plan. This long-
awaited agreement enables training to be rolled out and
extension officers to be recruited. We expect to start
seeing training opportunities across NSW with the other
jurisdictions to follow soon.

The roll out of the training will be over the next 12
months so I encourage all beekeepers to attend a train-

(Continued on page 17)
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AHBIC Newsletter Extracts, cont’'d

(Continued from page 16)

ing workshop whilst they are free. There will also be a
continual flow of additional resources for beekeepers
throughout the transition to management plan.
WA Red Dwarf Honey Bee Detection

There are now 26 colonies detected on the Burrup
peninsula in the north of WA, all within a 2km radi-
us. There are 11 absconded nests found, indicating po-
tential swarming activity. All colonies have had Euvar-
roa present, but no Euvarroa has been found on Europe-
an honey bees to date. All colonies destroyed have also
tested negative for exotic viruses.
Varro Jacobsoni in Brisbane

This new detection in Brisbane was the result of a
single mite being found in a European sentinel hive at
the port. The response has now found a single Asian
Honey Bee colony in close proximity to the original
sentinel hives. Testing has confirmed v. jacobsoni pre-
sent in the Asian colony and further surveillance of Eu-
ropean colonies including the remaining sentinel hives
has failed to find any further v. jacobsoni in those
hives. This hopefully indicates that the original single
mite detection was a result of drift/transfer and not host
shifting as originally feared.

Further surveillance around the port and within a
10km radius will be conducted to ensure the area is free
of both Asian Honey Bees and v. jacobsoni.

Biosecurity Friends of Parliament

Our Chair will be travelling to Canberra to attend
the Parliamentary friends of Biosecurity at Parliament
house hosted by television celebrity Costa Georgi-
adis. This will be a great opportunity for AHBIC to
network with members of parliament and ministers to
further lobby for better outcomes for our industry.

The Month Ahead

Another senate inquiry has been announced for the
Biosecurity Protection Levy and AHBIC will be provid-
ing a submission opposing the new tax. AHBIC will
leverage the strength of numbers in the growing group
of collective voices from primary industries in opposi-
tion to the new tax.

We are hopeful to make good progress on a few of
the projects in the transition to management plan that
AHBIC is responsible for including the coordination of
the extension officers nationally, updating the CoP and
establishing a Coloss survey for industry.

Towards the end of the month AHBIC will partici-
pate in a some AgriFutures events including the R&D
forum in Canberra and the levied industry forum in
Sydney. These are great opportunities for AHBIC to
further our industry messaging but also to network with
like-minded industries at the levied industry forum and
the many researchers working in the varroa space.
Regards
Danny LeFeuvre

[R)EDPATH'S
(B)EEKEEPING
UPPLIES

A Family Business since 1964

Phone (03) 9587 5950
Email redpaths@redpaths.com.au
Web www.redpaths.com.au

“Supplying beekeepers for over 50 years”

Redpath Quality “Weed Process” Comb Foundation
Alliance (NZ) Beekeepers Woodware

Lega (ltaly) Extractors, Honey Tanks and Pumps
Pierce (USA) Electric and Steam Uncapping Knives
Beeco (AUS) Stainless Steel Smokers

Ecrotek (NZ) Full Bee Suits

our shop and online.

And many more quality apiary items also available in

Opening hours
Monday to Friday:
9am - 5pm
Saturday morning:
(August to March)
9am - 12pm

193 COMO PARADE EAST,
PARKDALE 3195
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UBeeO

The National Honey Bee Genetic Improvement
Program (Plan Bee) is focused on improving the
most important honey bee traits for beekeepers and
pollination dependent industries. This has involved
assessing a broad range of traits including pest and
disease resistance, brood pattern, population, honey
production, aggression and hygienic behaviour.

When traits are combined with parentage or geno-
typic data, assessment can be made about the herita-
bility of these traits and potentially queens can be
selected to meet a certain need. Naturally, beekeep-
ers are now greatly concerned about the impact of
Varroa mite, and genetic improvement has a role to
play.

As part of the way that Plan Bee is supporting the
industry, lead researcher Dr Nadine Chapman from
University of Sydney is assisting in assessing the
role a synthetic compound known as UBeeO could
have in measuring response to unhealthy brood
odour (UBO).

UBeeO triggers hygienic behaviour and could
help select for Varroa resistance. The data collected
during the testing will be included in a larger data
set that is informing the genetic analysis being car-
ried out by Plan Bee. This work has the potential to
perhaps help breeders select queens that are more
likely to cope with Varroa.

UBeeO testing in Australia

Testing of UBeeO in Australia is part of the Bee
Genetics Varroa Resistance breeding project, being
led by queen bee breeder and Australian Queen Bee
Breeders Association committee member, Corinne
Jordan. Plan Bee’s involvement in UBeeO has been
via the same route as for other traits. Breeders get in
touch to discuss the traits they want to assess and ask
for assistance.

Dr Chapman went out to assist in testing approxi-
mately 100 colonies for their UBeeO response. The
following week, the colonies were assessed for other
traits and sampled for genetic testing by another Plan
Bee team member, Emily Noordyke, from NSW
DPI. The aim of the project is to prove breeding for
Varroa resistance is possible and sustainable. It will
help beekeepers in areas still unaffected by Varroa
prepare.

Unhealthy brood odour

UBeeO has been developed by a group from the
United States and examines bees’ response to un-
healthy brood odour (UBO). This odour can occur
due to being infested with Varroa, viral infection, or
other brood disease.

UBeeO, made up of chemicals found in unhealthy
brood, is sprayed onto a known area of capped brood
and two hours later the number of uncapped cells are
counted. Colonies with greater than 60% of the cells
uncapped are considered hygienic. These colonies
may then be able to maintain the mite population
below three mites per 100 bees and survive without
treatment.

Response to the test has been linked with low
Varroa infestation level, high Varroa removal, over-
wintering in colonies not treated for Varroa, and tra-

18 Australian Bee Journal

ditional freeze killed brood (FKB) hygienic behav-
iour tests.

United States researcher, Dr Kaira Wagoner, from
the University of North Carolina at Greensboro, has
led the team which developed UBeeO spray.

UBeeO results

Corinne Jordan secured early access to the UB-
eeO spray — an expensive exercise which has been
funded by collaborating with other queen breeders,
honey producers and private donations.

In 2023, Ms Jordan and Dr Chapman undertook
tests of the UBeeO spray at Goldfields Honey in
Central West NSW. “We spray tested 100 colonies
there with the UBeeO spray looking for high re-
sponders,” Ms Jordan said. “In Australia so far, we
have found that we don’t really have high respond-
ers. We’re lucky if we get into what’s known as the
medium range which is around 40% to 60%.

“Goldfields Honey had one in that range, and
they also had some good responses in the low range.

“There are potential tools that are available to us
now that Varroa has been declared endemic. How-
ever, UBeeO is an efficient selection tool and the
only one that we could use when we don’t have Var-
roa because it essentially mimics a Varroa infection
in the brood cells. The issue with breeding for Var-
roa has always been, how can you do it when you
don’t have Varroa? Other methods were to use hy-
gienic testing methods like the liquid nitrogen freeze
killed brood (FKB) test but they’re not as effective
as the UBeeO test.”
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Bee
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Bee Bitfs: Products

By John Kennedy

BEE SNUG HIVE COVER

Oregon USA based, timber beehive builder Bee
Built, has released its new Bee Snug Langstroth bee
hive cover in both eight and ten frame sized variants,
that it claims is the result of years of product testing,
material sourcing, research, and industrial design.

It says, exploration of non-traditional hive designs
such as the Warre hive and its quilt box, natural tree
cavities, and discussions with and admiration for the
work of Dr Tom Seeley, has led us down a long road
that gives a perfect balance between a bee centric de-
sign and sustainable local manufacturing.

The Bee Snug design is claimed to be winter warm
and summer cool, innovative, waterproof and water-
tight, with superior temperature retention.

It combines anodised copper sheeting with a vented,
durable western red cedar frame design.

A 43% reduction in temperature retention is
claimed.

According to an impressive video presentation avail-
able at the website www.beebuilt.com it retails the Bee
Snug hive cover at §US149 each!

INTEGRATED VACUUM BACK-PACK
FOR BEE REMOVALS

Swarm season will soon be upon us, and many bee-
keepers and bee removal contractors are aware of vacu-
um devices for “harvesting or collecting” bee swarms
or hives, often from the most unconventional places.

Many beekeepers will have experimented with or
built vacuum removal systems based around the canni-
balised use of a household vacuum cleaner.

This is where a Texas beekeeping company and spe-
cialist vacuum removal builder comes into play.

Allmybees.com offers a special back pack version of
a vacuum removal aid which is only ten pounds in
weight.

It is powered by its own rechargeable lithium-iron
battery pack which it says has a working life of eight to
ten hours between charges.

It comes with a simple clip-on remote controller to
adjust the vacuum force and its speed to suit the pre-
vailing conditions.

Importantly it is sturdily designed, and built from
largely plastic materials, and has a flexible corrugated
suction hose with a choice of two extractor points.

The manufacturer claims that it is set up with two
screens so that the collected swarm can possibly be left
within the container of the vacuum extractor for a day
or so, even under warm temperature conditions, while
their new home is located.

Another innovation is that it is designed not to clog
up if a mass of bees and comb is removed.

The company is a volume manufacturer of back-
pack vacuum collection devices and I have seen them
advertised around the $US 500 mark per unit.

They claim on their website that this is the ideal
product choice for a beekeeper who does only one diffi-
cult swam or hive extraction per season, or for a spe-
cialist contractor whose does three or four swarm ex-
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tractions per day!

At the website www.allmybees.com is a video pro-
duction tutorial as well as a demonstration of a vacuum
extraction.

THORNE’S BUCKET BLANKET

With multiple retail store outlets and a century of
trading, E H Thorne is the UK’s largest retailer of bee
goods, equipment and hardware.

Thorne’s continue to come up with new product re-
leases.

The latest is a Bucket Blanket designed to wrap
around a 30 pound honey bucket or a 20 kilo honey
tank.

Thorne’s say that the blanket will liquefy a full
bucket of granulated honey in 24 hours at 50 degrees C.

It comes with a digital controller to adjust the tem-
perature plus it has Velcro straps enabling it to be se-
curely wrapped around the chosen container, and it will
fit a honey tank with a valve.

The power cable can be disconnected, and the blan-
ket is washable.

Thorne’s is quoting 84 pounds sterling for the Buck-
et Blanket which is designed for the UK domestic mar-
ket.

INEXPENSIVE HIVE BEETLE TAP

Here’s an interesting and inexpensive hive beetle
trap which a NSW beekeeper has posted on an industry
website. [’ve tried it and it works.

First you need to acquire a reasonably heavy duty
cardboard box — it’s the type that my hive supplier ships
flat box hives in to me.

It must have a double corrugation in the cardboard
sheet - in effect a double layer construction.

Then you cut the cardboard into about one inch, or
15cm strips with a very sharp knife or a Stanley knife,
so that the corrugations are not burred.

The strips should be the full depth or length of your
hive and one is inserted into the hive opening.

The beetles find the corrugation hollows in the card-
board an ideal breeding and living space away from
your bees.

About a weekly or ten day removal of the strip from
your hive will show that a host of beetles have taken up
residence in the cardboard strip.

The NSW beekeeper who demonstrates this applica-
tion lays down a sheet of tin in front of the hive and
dispatches the beetles from within the strip, where he
quickly crushes them to death.

Another solution is to put the laden cardboard strip
directly into your smoker and light it for the final cre-
mation of the strip and its beetle contents.

I’ve lost track of the original demonstration the bee-
keeper provided, so I apologise for not giving him a
credit for his solution.

But if you want to avoid buying commercial plastic
beetle traps and the inconvenience with filling them
with vegetable oil and safely ingressing and egressing
the trap in your hive, this process is a practical alterna-
tive.


http://www.beebuilt.com
http://www.allmybees.com
http://www.allmybees.com

VAA Emails To Members

14th March

As the VAA Returning Officer | am writing to notify
you of the members that have been Appointed Repre-
sentatives of the VAA Board that will take office at the
upcoming AGM in June.

Melbourne Section - John Van Weeghel

Bendigo Branch - Lindsay Callaway

This now leaves seven positions on the Board to fill.

Kind regards,
Angelique Perry

skokoskoskokk

3rd April 2024

As the VAA Returning Officer | am writing to re-
quest a call for nominations to fill the positions of gen-
erally elected Board members. There are 7 of these
positions to fill. Nominations are to be received at the
registered address of the VAA no later than April 10th
2024.

The nominated members on the Board for the 2024
AGM are - Melbourne Section - John Van Weeghel,
Bendigo Branch - Lindsay Callaway

To assist you with the guidelines please read below.

Excerpt from VAA Constitution
Generally elected Board Member process
D. 8 (a) The Returning Officer must, not less than §

Doug Heckathorn: Broad-leaf Privet (noxi(-)us weed)

weeks before the AGM, advise the members that nomi-
nations are called for generally elected Board member
positions.

(b) Nominations must be received at the registered
address of the Association - not less than 5 weeks be-
fore the AGM.

Nomination for election as Generally Elected Board
Member

D. 9 (a) A nomination for an elected Board member
position must be signed by the proposer, who must be
an ordinary member of the Association. The candidate
must also provide a signed consent to the nomination.
This may be on a separate document to be received at
the registered address by the same date as for the nomi-
nation.

(b) All ordinary members of the association are eli-
gible to stand for election for these positions and to
vote in the election.

Excerpt from By-Laws Supporting VAA Constitution
Nominations

13. The nomination may be accompanied by a state-
ment, not exceeding 250 words, in support of the candi-
date’s nomination, intended to be provided to voters if
an election occurs, and prepare either by the candidate
or the proposer.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Kind Regards
Angelique Perry
VAA Returning Officer

Specialising in

Couey Caucasian
/ Queens Queen Bees

Marked Queens ----- $40 ea
1-9  eeea- S35 ca
10-49  ----- S$30 ca
50-199  a---- $27 ea

Discounts Apply
S8 - collect only
Breeder Queens - $825

Naturally mated on a remote island.

200 plus per season
Queen Cells

Post & Handling S15 per dispatch under 50 qty.

Prices include GST
Valid September 2019 to March 2020

Terms: Payment 10 days prior to dispatch.
For orders contact:
John Covey
Email: sales@coveybees.com.au
Ph: 0427 046 966
PO Box 72 Jimboomba QLD 4280
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Clayton Plastics

Servicing the honey industry
for over 40 years.

Jars & Squeezes

250gr & 500gr 300ml Twist 500gr Squeeze 500gr Upside 250gr & 500gr
Square Jars & Squeeze (Honey Comb) Down Squeeze Amber Jars
Pails
.
=
Non Tamper Proof Pails Tamper Proof Pails
500gr, 1kg. 1.5kg, 3kg. & 5kg Pail 1kg. 1.5kg Honey Pails & 10L, 15L, 20L Pails

(500gr, 1kg. 1.5kg available in clear as well) 2.2L, 5L Pails

AK

AU KINGSUN

Clayton Plastics

www.claytonplastics.com.au




Wood Frame Full Depth
Assembled With Wire

Wood Frame Full Depth
With Plastic Foundation

Plastic Frame Full Depth

(Not waxed)

Plastic Beehive

Plastic Beehive with 10 Frames
Material: food grade polypropylene
Thickness: 30mm

Working life: 30 years

Packing dimension: 60x50x44cm 13.8/kg

Features:

UV resistant

Thermal insulated increasing honey production

Light weight for easy lifting and carrying

Antioxidant plastic material for longer life expectancy
Holds standard and full depth frames

Easily assembled

Digital Thermometer

Built in ventilation

No painting required

What you get:

2 box hive consisting of:
1 x ventilated top cover

1 x full size super

1x Queen excluder

1x brood box

1x bottom board (including 2 feeders and pollen trap)
1x Entrance reducer

4 x Lock, Latch connectors

1x Temperature Gauge

Clayton Plastics A: 5 Lydia Court Epping, VIC 3076 P: (03) 8401 4248 F:(03) 84014969 E: sales@claytonplastics.com.au



Conference Competitions
The 2024 Annual Conference competitions.

It is time to start getting your entries ready!

The Victorian Apiarists’ Association Annual Conference Honey
Competition has been in existence for over 110 years.

The Honey Competition is always a highlight of the Annual Conference.

Liquid honey

e Native Flora Honey

e Yellow Box Honey

e Introduced Flora Honey
« Garden Honey

o Dark Honey

o Candied Honey

e Creamed Honey

Honey is to be in a standard 500gm (375ml) round glass jar, with a white/gold 63mm lid,
labelled with honey type and no wax. Jars to be filled halfway between lid rim and top.

Honey Liquid will be judged on Colour (25 Points), Density (25 Points), Flavour
(25 Points), General Appearance (15 Points) and Aroma (10 Points). TOTAL 100

Honey Candied or Creamed will be judged on Evenness of Grain (30 Points),
Flavour (30 Points), Firmness (30 Points) and Colour (10 Points). TOTAL 100

To help the judging please label the honey flavour on the bottom of the jar (small label)

Honey Comb and Bees Wax

o Sealed Frame (full depth)

« Honey Comb Section

« Bees wax - Best commercial block
« Beeswax Block (approx. 1kg)

o Decorative Bees Wax

Frame and Comb Honey will be judged on Fullness (30 Points), Colour of Capping’s
(30 Points), Evenness (20 Points) and General Appearance (20 Points). TOTAL 100

All pure bees wax items to have a clean neat appearance, no cracks or sediment.

Wax will be judged on Colour (25 Points), Clearness (25 Points), Tenacity (20 Points),
General Appearance (20 Points) and Aroma (10 Points). TOTAL 100
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2024 Annual Conference Competitions, cont’d

Honey Beverage.

All beverages must be exhibited in screw top clear colourless glass wine bottles without
lettering, fluting or ornamentation of any kind.

Mead will be judged on Colour and Condition (15 Points), Bouquet (35 Points) and
Flavour (50 Points). TOTAL 100

Pollen Competition

Pollen must be cleaned and dried in a clear 500gm glass jar.

Pollen will be judged on Taste (25 Points), Hardness (20 Points), Cleanliness (25 Points)
and General Appearance (30 Points). TOTAL100

Photo Contest

Photography — History

Photography - Native Flora

Photography — Apiary (now on its own)
Photography - Equipment (now on its own)
Photography - Introduced Flora
Photography - Portrait of a honey bee

Please note: All entries to be submitted by 1.30pm on Wednesday 5t June, 2024

THORNE HAND MADE IN THE UK
EMPIRE SMOKERS FACTORY DIRECT

By John Kennedy Made in Australia by Danbar Plastics

Have you ever wondered how a traditional smoker is BEEPLAS FOU N DAT' ON SHEETS

manufactured? E H Thorne, the multi branch and lead-
ing U.K family owned supplier of an extensive range of
bee goods, has outlined the process in an update.

142
The company says it’s the only manufacturer of smok- Plasiic Bestiive Componerss

ers in the UK and one of Only a few in Europe. +» Made in Australia for Australian conditions
Their offer is a choice of Empire models in stainless «Top quality food grade high impact polystyrene
steel, copper and galvanised steel with a choice in each « Excellent tensile strength and impact resistance
of two models, a standard or a large size, and each with - Natural cell size

or without a protective heat guard. - Mitred bottom corners

Thorne’s say that individual parts are stamped out by -6mm engagement tongue

power presses and then assembled using flywheels or
hand tools.

“All seams are pressed, moulded or hand bent into place
— amazingly there is only one small spot weld on the
entire smoker” they say. Even the bellows are hand
made in SCOtlan(_l' . Buy Nown in-sTore oronune WWW.danbar.com.au
To demonstrate its smoker making processes Thorne’s
has a short video, duration eight minutes. which empha-
sises the hand made UK origins.

And in case you are interested in an Empire Smoker e
Thorne’s quote prices from 49 pounds sterling for a Ph: (03) 5382 4740
standard size in galvanised steel up to 75 pounds ster-
ling for a large version in stainless steel.

For more information or to watch the video see
www.thorne.co.uk

Contact:

Danbar Plastics
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USDA Agricultural Research

USDA Researchers Use an Edible Blue-Green Algae
to Protect Honey Bees Against Viruses

BATON ROUGE, La., March 19, 2024 — Scientists at
the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA)’s Agricultural Research Service (ARS) devel-
oped an edible antiviral treatment that can be used to
protect honey bees against Deformed Wing Virus
(DWV) and other viruses, according to a recent study
published in Sustainable Agriculture.

Honey bees are important agricultural pollinators.
However viruses, including DWV, are linked to the
deaths of millions of colonies worldwide. DWYV, like
other viruses, is most often spread by Varroa mites who
carry the disease inside them and infect bee colonies.
Infection typically causes deformity and death in bees,
especially in the pupae and brood. These colony losses
devastate beekeeping industries and pose a major risk to
agriculture and the global food supply.

While there are medicines for other bee diseases and
parasites, there is currently no treatment available to
help beekeepers reduce viruses in their colonies. Near-
ly all colonies have DWV and can often be infected
with multiple viruses at any given time. Effective anti-
viral treatments could help to improve colony health
and survival as well as crop pollination efficiency.

"We found that engineered algae diets suppressed
DWYV infection and improved survival in honey bees,"
said Vincent Ricigliano, research scientist at the
ARS Honey Bee Laboratory in Baton Rouge, Louisi-
ana. "When mixed into bee food, the engineered algae

YEARS OF TESTING

boost the bee’s immune system to fight off the targeted
virus."

According to Ricigliano, blue-green algae is the
"bee’s knees" of bee food additives. Ricigliano and
other ARS researchers previously studied blue-green
microscopic algae, also known as microalgae, as a po-
tential food source for honey bees. The algae showed
promise since it has a nutritional profile that resembles
pollen and is scalable to the level of commercial bee-
keeping.

"In addition to the nutritional benefits and immune-
boosting effects, engineered algae strains have the po-
tential to protect bees against a wide variety of patho-
gens," said Ricigliano.

Blue-green algae grow via photosynthesis and can
remove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, making it
an ecologically friendly approach to improve the health
of honey bees.

"This technology represents a potential new class of
treatments for honey bees that is highly sustainable and
scalable," said Ricigliano.

"It can be added directly to supplemental feed with-
out additional processing and easily integrated into bee-
keepers’ existing management practices. However,
there are regulatory considerations that must be ad-
dressed before these applications can be fully realized."

The researchers filed a patent application for the
technology and plan to use variations of it to target ad-
ditional bee viruses and other pathogens in future stud-
ies.

ROBUST, SAFE, GUARANTEED .

PERFORMANCE

v’ Greatly reduce load vibration & improves driver comfort
v’ Greatly improve traction in all terrains to extend seasons
v’ Safer braking & handling in all conditions with less suspension wear

v Good for driver health & keeping schedules
MONEY

v’ Save bee stock during transport & also equipment damage
v/ Savings money as an asset for taxation. Use free air!

v Extend vehicle life & maintenance cost are reduced

ULTIMATE TYRE PRESSURE MANAGEMENT

CENTRAL TYRE INFLATION

HEAD
OFFICE:

10 Holmes Road Morwell,
Victoria, Australia 3840

OPEN: Monday to Friday 8:30am —5:00pm
+61(03) 5127 6128
sales@aircti.com

PHONE:
EMAIL:

v’ Save on field breakdowns, expensive down time & tyre wear

TESTIMONIAL
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“The biggest time saver! It got me out of trouble so many times, | could be going up a hill and |
N start to lose traction and my truck starts bogging down. | dump my air through the controller on

Lindsay Callaway
Warral Maldon Honey

the dash, the tyres bite in, it gets me over the hill and | just pump them back up on the bitumen.
They are right with what they say - better braking, better tyre wear and it is a much easier ride on

my poor old aching back”  Steve Grahame — Outback Trucker
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AHBIC Industry Update Apis cerana

Important Industry Update 3
Varroa jacobsoni & Apis cerana;
Port of Brisbane

12th March 2024

Apis cerana Nest Located

As of 12th March 2024, Biosecurity Queensland
have confirmed a single nest of Asian Honey Bee; Apis
cerana has been located within the Port of Brisbane.
The nest has been destroyed, and bee samples have
been sent for testing for parasitic mites and exotic bee
viruses (slow bee paralysis virus, deformed wing virus,
acute bee paralysis virus and Apis mellifera
rhabdovirus). The test results will be communicated
when completed.

Biosecurity Queensland in conjunction with the
Queensland bee industry and the Australian Govern-
ment, are continuing surveillance in the Port of Bris-
bane and surrounding area for Asian honey bee and var-
roa mite. At this time, only one mite and one nest has
been found.

Be on the lookout for Asian Honey bees and report
any suspect sightings to
Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23.

European honey bee
15 mm long

Asian honey bee
10 mm long

Movement restrictions in place: QLD

A 10km radius Movement Control Order is in place
to assist in preventing the risk of spread of Varroa ja-
cobsoni, beekeepers are not permitted to move any bee
(living or dead), a swarm, nest or hive of bees, apiary
equipment, or apiary products within the Control Area.
For detailed information beekeepers should refer to the
Movement  Control  Order:  varroa-mite-carriers-
movement-control-order.pdf (publications.qld.gov.au)
In short beekeepers in the movement control area must
notify Biosecurity Queensland without delay about:

1. the presence of varroa mite

2. if you suspect the presence of varroa mite

3. any hive movements into or out of the localities in
the previous 90 days

4. any bees bought or sold in the last 90 days.

AHBIC encourages QLD beekeepers to be regis-
tered and stay up to date through Queensland Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Fisheries website: Varroa mite
alert | Business  Queensland  or  https:/

www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-
forestry/agriculture/animal/industries/bees/varroa-mit

AHBIC reminds beekeepers that in Queensland, var-
roa mite (both V. destructor and V. jacobsoni) is listed
as prohibited matter under the Biosecurity Act 2014.
Queensland beekeepers should continue monitoring
hives for varroa mite, report their hive check results on
the Bee 123 form and immediately report any unex-
pected hive deaths, deformed bees, bees with parasites,
poor brood patterns and dead brood to
Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23.
Beekeepers: All States & Territories

Importantly, all beekeepers should remember that
the state of Queensland remains a biosecurity zone and
any movements of Varroa mite carriers into Queensland
require an approved permit through: https://
www.daf.qld.gov.au/business-priorities/biosecurity/
policy-legislation-regulation/biosecurity-
instrumentpermit

Continue exotic mite monitoring regularly in your
hives, to learn more about alcohol washing check out
the nationally agreed resource Bee Pest Blitz:
https://www.planthealthaustralia.com.au/beepestblitz/

Important Industry Update 2
Varroa jacobsoni; Port of Brisbane
6th March 2024

Apis cerana Presence Confirmed

As of 5th March 2024, Biosecurity Queensland have
confirmed the presence of the Asian Honey Bee; Apis
cerana and multiple European honey bee nests within
the Port of Brisbane. Of the Apis cerana bees at the
Port of Brisbane, genetic testing has confirmed absence
of exotic honey bee viruses and determined that this is a
new incursion of Asian honey bee not linked to the
Asian honey bee populations in the Cairns region.
Delimiting Surveillance

Active surveillance by Biosecurity Queensland and
beekeepers from the Queensland Beekeepers Associa-
tion continues within the Port of Brisbane area and
within the 10km Movement Control Zone.

Surveillance involves alcohol washing, drone uncap-
ping (where possible), drone ballooning, floral sweep-
ing and additional miticide strips and mats, being per-
formed by authorised officers. To date, no further
mites have been found through this active surveillance.

You can reach out to AHBIC via:
Varroa Coordinator

Bianca Giggins

0402 467 780
bianca@honeybee.org.au

17th Asian Apiculture Association Conference and AAA Apitherapy Forum 2024
Bee experts and enthusiasts from across Asia will gather to discuss and see the latest discoveries and technologies
from across the region. With an expectation of up to 400 delegates, sponsors, and bee enthusiasts, this event is not

to be missed.

Visit the website: 17th AAA Conference 2024 aaaconferenceperth.com.au

2024 Conference will be on June 12 -14, at the Esplanade Hotel, Fremantle, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Wednesday: AAA international Apitherapy Forum, Thursday: AAA Conference — Bee Biology and Breeding
Friday: AAA Conference — Bee Husbandry
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Bee Bits: USA News

By John Kennedy

BEE BUILT OFFERS LIMITED RUN
2024 WARRE HIVES

The Warre hive or The Peoples Hive, designed by
Abbe Emile Warre over 70 years ago, receives relative-
ly little interest from local beekeepers.

Abbe Warre created the hive by trial and error as he
conceived it as the best hive for bees and beekeepers
alike.

Now a US hive manufacturer Bee Built has released
what it calls the 2024 Model Warre Hive.

They note they are seeking to keep the spirit of ex-
perimentation alive by “taking advantage of new tech-
nologies and the insights of beekeepers who have used
Warre (and other) hives over the past several decades to
keep improving the design”.

Bee Built says a good hive begins with good wood.

Hence, they use quality sustainably sourced Western
Red Cedar from close to their workshop in Oregon,
largely taken from wind-fallen trees.

They say this material is beautiful, long lasting when
coated with a couple of coats of 100% Tung Oil, or it
can be painted.

Their design comes with a 100% waterproof compo-
site aluminium roof panel in a peaked design for water
runoff, which is also reversible.

The hive also includes 100% natural hemp insula-
tion for the quilt box, and has a new base design so that
it is stable and sits up off the ground.

In addition, it has “an attractive and elegant new de-
sign style to the landing board so that it reflects its arti-
sanal style”.

Based on the illustration provided this hive appears
to have three boxes.

There are viewing windows to each box with fitted
Lexan panels so that the industry of the bees can be ob-
served without disturbance or risk of breaking propolis
or comb.

They add our “2024 Model Warre Hive is not just a
home for your bees, it’s a commitment to sustainable,
satisfying beekeeping with a hive that is hand made in a
limited run for the season”.

For the record, Bee Built ships only to the continen-
tal USA and Canada and quotes a price of $US837 for
current orders for the 2024 Model Warre Hive.

For more information including a couple of interest-
ing video presentations see www.beebuilt.com

DALAN AB UPDATES

Honey bee vaccine developer, Dalan Animal Health
of Georgia USA, has released an informative March
newsletter with a number of topics of interest to bee-
keepers.

First up is some information on blueberry pollina-
tion, where the pollen produced by blueberry flowers is
heavy and optimum pollination is achieved by visitation
from both feral and honey bees.

Dalan will be holding a weekly webinar during

March and April on its honey bee vaccine and the bene-
fits of selecting inoculated queens and nucs to give a
better understanding of honeybee immunity.

There is also an interview with Tim Ferris, a former
New Zealand beekeeper now working in a Pennsylvania
beekeeping operation with a special interest in a sterili-
zation technique for beehives exposed to diseases in-
cluding American Foul Brood, with the use of gamma
radiation.

The newsletter notes that AFB spores are present in
50% of all the beehives in Canada and the USA hence
the importance of using AFB inoculated queens.

For more information or to sign up for Dalan’s regu-
lar updates see www.dalananimalhealth.com

KIRK WEBSTER ON
TREATMENT FREE BEEKEEPING

Kirk Webster runs Champlain Valley Bees &
Queens in Middlebury, Vermont in the USA.

He is described as a writer, educator and visionary.

It is said his life’s work is focused on promoting
connections to nature and complex ecological relation-
ships in an ever increasing industrial world.

The knowledge he has acquired has become the
backbone of many small beekeeping operations.

He runs on his own a 300 colony apiary for honey
production, he produces around 400 nucs and sells an
additional 400 to 500 treatment free nucs of bees of
Russian heritages that have been overwintered in Ver-
mont.

His bees and queens are highly sought after with a
waiting list, due to their ability to survive both varroa
and the adverse local weather conditions of his north
eastern USA location.

He is mainly a honey producer from stationary loca-
tions, and the apiary is his only source of income.

Kirk uses the natural practices active in nature to
maintain his hives without treatment for mites and other
pests or pathogens; and his apiary has been treatment
free since 2002.

Kirk makes much of his own equipment including
pressed wax foundation from his bees as clean, recycled
wax.

He seems to be just the type of beekeeper that we
local exponents can and should be learning from.

I was interested to see that during March he was
speaking at a function in Weston, Connecticut organ-
ised by the Backyard Beekeepers Association, and I
have been in contact with them to see if Kirk’s presen-
tation was recorded or can be accessed electronically.

His talk carried the title of “Twenty Years of Com-
mercial Beekeeping Without Treatment Of Any Kind”.

At deadline [ am awaiting a response.

But for starters he maintains his own website at
www.kirkwebster.com

He holds a somewhat organic approach, operates a
small farming lifestyle, and recorded on his website are
numerous writings which can be accessed as teaching
or talking points.

VAA Conference - 4™ to 6™ June 2024 - Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club
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EPA on Varroa Treatments, USA

By John Kennedy

Beekeepers around the world continue to suffer sub-
stantial losses due to Varroa mites and the diseases they
vector.

This has led to the US Environment Protection
Agency (EPA) clarifying what pesticide products and
their active ingredients are registered under FIFRA (the
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act).

It is an offence in the USA to use registered pesti-
cides in a manner that is not in accord with labelling
conditions.

The EPA notes that it has registered 16 pesticide
products in which about ten active ingredients are used
for varroa mite controls.

On the listed products it has conducted comprehen-
sive evaluations and determined the products that will
not cause effects to human health or the environment.

It says “using unregistered pesticides could result in
a violation of the FFDCA, if there are residues in the
honey or other edible bee products (e.g. honeycomb,
pollen) that are not covered by a tolerance or exemption
under the FFDCA (Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetics
Act). Adding “the sale of adulterated honey is a viola-
tion of the FFDCA”.

Beekeepers are reminded that it may pose a risk to

use unregistered products which have not been evaluat-
ed for their potential harm to people and the environ-
ment.

The EPA adds that it has been made aware that bee-
keepers are using substances (e.g., oxalic acid, formic
acid and thymol) to control varroa mites in beehives,
adding although EPA understands that the substances
being used, in the formulation in which they are being
purchased, are not registered pesticides, the substances
themselves are active ingredients in separately regis-
tered pesticide products.

The EPA then details its registration list of approved
products and their active ingredients that are thus pesti-
cide products approved for use in bee hives against the
varroa mite.

All these products have been tested by the EPA and
evaluated for their potential risks to human health and
the environment, and determined that they will not
cause unreasonable adverse effects when used accord-
ing to the label instructions.

There is a comprehensive discussion and outline of
the registration practices listed in the March 2024 edi-
tion of the US Bee Culture monthly journal.

It is worth review and action by local beekeepers of
all sizes.

UK AWAKE TO ASIAN HORNETS
By John Kennedy

The Asian Hornet (vespa valentina, or its European cousin vespa cabro or the giant Asian hornet vespa mandarina)
is an emerging threat to beekeepers in the UK with increased sightings.

It has recently been spotted in north western USA, and arrived in Europe in 2004 in the south west of France and is
gradually entering its neighbours Spain, Italy, Portugal, Belgium, Germany and Switzerland.

It’s a major predator of honey bees and it’s said to be able to virtually eat a hive of bees in about two minutes.

UK beekeepers are being reminded of installing traps where the pest has been sighted in recent times.

Leading local bee goods retailer Thorne’s, has introduced its own Thornet Asian hornet trap which is manufactured
from British cedar which it says is aesthetically pleasing, as well as being durable and is a better option than ply-

wood traps which can quickly delaminate.

The Thornet cedar trap has a steel cover for added protection with a clear Perspex window to observe and monitor
trapped hornets. It also has two stainless steel entry ports that include extruders to minimise by-catch of other in-
sects, by allowing them to escape. It has a designated bait area where a suitable attractant is placed.

Thorne’s are quoting 95 pounds sterling for their Thornet version, but alternatives are available especially to catch
hornet queens and are known under the brand names Vespa Catch and Gard Apis.

The UK also has a formal reporting network for hornet sightings known as the Great Britain Non Native Species
Secretariat (NNSS) as well as an Asian Hornet app. for Android and iPhones so the problem is obviously being tak-
en seriously. There is more information available at www.thorne.co.uk

THE HOPKINS METHOD OF QUEEN RAISING
By John Kennedy

This method of raising queen bees described as “cheaper, easier to do and possibly more beneficial” dates back to
1911. Its originator Isaac Hopkins, then New Zealand’s Chief Apiarist first described it but in the US another ver-
sion, reported in 1912, is known as the Case Method after H L Case, although Hopkins is credited with experiment-
ing with it and reporting his results in writing. (His 177 page account was published in the Australasian Bee Manu-
al of that time). It has been countenanced subsequently by a number of pamphlets and articles published or printed
in leading journals.

The USA’s Bee Culture journal is raising it again currently with a series of “how to do it articles” over coming
months with the proposition that it is ’easy to produce with practically no budget”. They note that new queens are
quite a costly proposition in the order of $US30 (or let’s say $AS50 or more each) together with attendant risks of
postal deliveries, the successful addition of the new queen to your colony, and their overall quality. For a small
beekeeper with 10-20 hives a new queen acquisition program can be a quite costly project. Although I note that
there are numerous references including a couple of video presentations available if you search the internet.
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Simplkomb

NEW WAY FOR COMB HONEY
By John Kennedy

A new product released at the NAHBE (North
American Honey Bee Expo) in early January is making
fast strides in the USA and Canadian bee equipment
market where multiple distributors have already been
appointed.

It looks like 25,000 units have already been sold.

Put simply, Simplkomb (patent pending) is a new
way of producing comb honey, by the bees in the hive.

In most countries comb honey in 400mm sections
sells for a premium price.

Simplkomb is a plastic cassette system designed to
fit inside timber frames that have an internal measure-
ment of 17.5 inches by 5.25 inches, or basically an Ideal
frame (or in North America described as a “medium
frame) with a grooved top and bottom bar.

Simplkomb comprises two flat plastic sheets which
are designed to snap together to form the comb.

The tab on the bottom of each sheet is fitted into the
grooved bottom bar and when assembled also snaps
into the groove of the top bar/

Each cassette sheet is recommended to be waxed
before putting the frame into the hives.

Each sheet section provides four comb sections and
when filled can be snapped off to provide the comb
container.

It is claimed to be a faster, less messy way of pro-
ducing comb honey sections, at a less expensive cost
than alternative methods like Ross Rounds.

There is an informative video presentation on the
website at www.simplkomb.com

The SimplKomb honey business also provides wax
frames that produce small blocks of wax (about the size

Al 4
s

Although not yet appearing in the Australasian
market, the SimplKomb method of producing
comb honey sections is claimed to be easier, less
messy and inexpensive in producing four cas-
settes of comb-honey per unit in timber frames
with top and bottom grooved bars.

Simplkomb (patent pending) has already
received strong market traction with multiple
resellers appointed in both the US and Canadian

beekeeping sector.

of ice-cream container sized blocks) that are ideal for
waxing the SimplKomb sections.
They recommend that you use wax preferably from
your own hive as it will be appealing to the bees.
SimplKomb is an innovation developed by Fry Fam-
ily Farms, an 80 hectare farm in Minnesota that com-
bines a range of small farming activity with beekeeping.

A Comeback For Creamed Honey
By John Kennedy

A new release from Beechworth Honey may signify a comeback for creamed honey.

A relatively small number of honey producers offer creamed honey to their retail market, so Beechworth’s new re-
lease could signal new interest in this product type.

Beechworth says in its release announcement that its creamed product will “enable honey lovers to say hello to the
smooth spreadable delights of creamed honey”.

Noting that it is pure natural honey that has been slowly stirred, which over time creates a luscious smooth texture.
“Think of it as a dreamy upgrade you never knew you needed. The creamed honey is spreadable, smooth and
creamy with no added sugars or artificial ingredients”.

As a gift pack Beechworth has created a six by 325 gram jars presentation, attractively packaged in a carry pack,
which it is offering for $50 online and a saving of $11.

I took a bit of time to investigate where the crystallised product has its origins and why it seems so relatively unpop-
ular these days.

I was interested to find that creamed honey was apparently first developed in the 1900s as a way to transport honey
from Canada to England without it turning sour.

It seems it was originally developed by Elton Dyce who worked with the Ontario Agricultural College, and he
learned that controlling the crystallisation process of honey could create a smoother longer lasting form of honey
with no additives or preservatives.

So, to make creamed honey you have the choice of stirring or using a starter (just like a sourdough starter) where a
batch of crystallised honey has been prepared with the size of crystals desired. By adding this to the honey source
the two, including the raw honey, will start to crystallise. Over a period of a couple of weeks a thick smooth honey
will result.
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Melbourne Section Report

In this report: Competition season approaches. We
are getting into conference season, too. Pack down is
imminent. The VAA AGM and the VAA MS AGM.
Varroa T2M. Apiary season at the Farm.

Welcome to the VAA Melbourne Section report
where the lives of beekeepers do not hang in the bal-
ance. The opportunities are, however, present and
worth a read.

Competition Season

The VAA Conference includes the VAA Honey
Competition (with about 25 categories) in June in
Wonthaggi. Prior to this, each branch and club should
hold their own competitions and their own training of
competitors. The VAA MS honey competition is in
May with the photography competition in April. Also
in April, the MS will include training in Preparing for
Competitions. We want heaps of entries sent to the
VAA Honey competition: And remember that the win-
ner of the local competition has no advantage when it
gets to the VAA Competition. 1 love subjective (but
expert) decision making!!

Conference Season

The first VAA Recreational conference was held in
Cairnlea in March this year - fully booked and now
planned for a beepeat next year.

The VAA state conference is at Wonthaggi, South
Gippsland, from the 4th to the 6th June 2024. Other
states and groups are having conferences. These are all
valuable options as we head into uncharted waters with
Varroa, as well as important networking and develop-
ment opportunities.

Pack Down

It’s that time of year, and the MS March Meeting
(M3 for short!) focused on what to do as the nectar op-
tions decrease, the weather cools down and the bees
prepare for a long kip. There are no two apiarists or
apiaries in the same situation or able to survive on
cookie cutter solutions. Keep thinking and keep trying
things. Keep notes of what has happened and what you
are planning and when. Compare with last year, and try
to predict, within tolerances, what will happen next.
Then enjoy the peace and quiet of ... equipment
maintenance!

The VAA AGM and the VAA MS AGM
The VAA AGM is on Wednesday the 5th of June at

Wonthaggi. The New Board will be confirmed via pri-
or elections and possibly elections at the AGM.

The Melbourne Section holds its AGM at the July
meeting. The new committee will be elected from the
floor of the meeting (is the usual way).

While not earth shattering, the VAA MS committee
is responsible for arranging the monthly meetings and
other activities for the Melbourne beekeepers. More
than beekeeping abilities are required, so please put up
a hand if you can help run the MS.... or the VAA for
that matter.

Varroa T2M

The Melbourne Section is fully committed to sup-
port our beekeepers with information and insight re-
garding the transition to management now that Varroa
is considered resident in Australia. There is still so
much to learn about Varroa from other countries, but
we are still to find out what will actually happen here.
With some differences in the virus types in our Varroa
infestation, we should not assume anything about how
we will be affected. Stay positive and keep involved
with the monthly meetings and other events as adver-
tised. We will try to get AgVic speakers as soon as
they are available.

The Collingwood Apiary

The apiary at the Collingwood Children’s farm has
had a mediocre season. Especially in comparison to
many apiaries not far away and the ‘surely obvious’
benefit of being on the Yarra River. About total 20 kg
of honey from numerous hives needs a good think about
what might be holding the hives back. Contributions
welcomed.

About half the hives have been requeened in March
and new queens from the best performing hives will be
raised in Spring for the rest of the hives. The common
apiary issues of grass, water and safety of nearby peo-
ple are being revisited.

As always, I invite you to come to the apiary on an
Open Day and hive a great time with other beekeepers
and other bees!

Overall, the Melbourne Section is proud to be con-
tinuing the 65 plus years of history for our branch.

See you at a hive soon.

Rob Kerr

VAA Melbourne Section Secretary

ANOTHER MITE BEE DETECTED IN NORTHWEST W.A.

By John Kennedy

Yes, another honeybee mite has arrived in Western Australia. Remember its name - it’s Apis Florea or the Red

Dwarf Honey Mite.

This comes courtesy of an announcement from the Western Australian Department of Primary Industries and Re-
gional Development and their PaDis (Pest and Disease Information Service).

Red Dwarf Honey Bees are a noted vector for numerous exotic bee pests including bee diseases, internal and exter-
nal mites (Euvarroa a close relative of varroa) and other bee viruses. It has been located on the Burrup Peninsula
near Karratha in WA’s northwest where a quarantine area has been established. The state’s beekeepers have been
asked to monitor their hives for any unusual bees or nests. The bee is a social bee which lives in a colony of about
3000 insects and may impact European honey bees. They are said to migrate, swarm and abscond readily making
them a threat for exotic incursions and to the Australian environment. The Red Dwarf is native to Asia and com-
monly found in tropical areas. It is naturally distributed from the Indian subcontinent throughout South East Asia
and through the Malaysian Peninsula but before this intercept, is not known to be present in Australia.

The WA Departmental announcement can be sourced from www.agric.wa.gov.au/red dwarf honey bee
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USA Commercial Beekeeping Not OK

By John Kennedy

According to a report just published in the magazine
Bee Culture, a survey of several successful commercial
beekeeping operations confirms that things are not OK.

The report notes that the price of North American
honey is poor and that “it is very possible that Argenti-
na, a significant honey producing country, will experi-
ence yet another default and currency devaluation, pres-
suring export prices. The market is uncertain”.

The article details the significant cost burdens for
commercial operators. One being the cost of sugar put
at 1000 pounds at a cost of .50 cents per pound for a
15,000 hive commercial apiary thus $500,000 or equal
to 66 pounds per colony.

Freight costs, especially for almond pollination in
California, is another major factor identified saying
“freight is really expensive. It is now $US3.85 for a
semi load of bees over 2000 miles so that cost is $7000.

“At $5.20 a mile that’s $10,400 one way, then to
transfer those hives north after almond pollination
that’s another substantial outgoing”.

The article analyses some typical profit and loss sce-
narios for large commercial operations based on differ-
ent combinations of pollination service incomes, the
sale of bees and hives of all forms, together with in-
come from honey sales, and other factors like operating

costs of staff labour, insurances and other outgoings
together with the likely exposure to seasonal factors
like unkind or adverse weather conditions and notes...

“Big risks include hive health, rainfall, market con-
ditions, demand for pollination services, demand for the
honey crop and the price earned from those pollination
services and sale of the honey crop.

“Neither the almond pollination market nor the hon-
ey market is well informed: they are not transparent”.

It notes that this year as usual there were a lot of
beekeepers looking for pollination contracts and colo-
nies were worth stealing, as beekeepers learn.

As usual, on February 1 there was an oversupply of
beehive woodenware that used to house live colonies.

Then by February 15 there was a scarcity of suffi-
ciently strong colonies to meet pollination contracts
adding this has been true for most of the past 20 years,

The article counsels that it is important for US com-
mercial beekeepers to have relationships with almond,
plum, apple, cranberry, blueberry, vine crop growers
and carrot seed producers as examples, and to establish
relationships with reliable honey packers that will en-
dure decades of market ups and downs.

It says the better a beekeeper understands their own
operating expenses and income, the better they will un-
derstand the opportunities for financially successful
commercial beekeeping.

TOM SEELEY - NEW BOOK
By John Kennedy

In the beekeeping world there are clearly best selling writers. On top of the list must be Dr Tom Seeley who has
done much in recent decades to demystify bees and beekeeping. He has devoted a lifetime to the study of honey
bees and their colonies, and has managed to unravel the secrets of these wondrous insects in a career spanning six

decades.

And now an important new Seeley title has hit the bookshelves - Piping Hot Bees — subtitled Boisterous Buzz-
Runners with the added line of 20 Mysteries of Honey Bee Behaviour Solved.

It published by Princeton University Press and while copies are probably available elsewhere Northern Bee Books
in the UK has already signified its availability. It is a hardback of 296 pages weighing 275 grams and this reseller
has it available for 25 pounds sterling plus $A conversion and postage and shipping.

In their release announcement they comment “a biologist’s up close account of how he (Seeley) and fellow biolo-
gists cracked long-standing puzzles about honey bee behaviour.”

I love this book, he weaves illuminating personal stories with the latest science, explaining such mysteries as how
worker bees function as scouts to choose a home site for the colony, furnish their home with beeswax combs, and
stock it with brood and food while keeping tens of thousands of colony inhabitants warm and defended from intrud-
ers. Along the way, he shares the experiences that drew him to these studies, the small observations that led to big
breakthroughs, and the sense of excitement that came with probing each mystery.

The book is richly illustrated and provides a rare look at how a singularly passionate scientist and his colleagues
deciphered the pipings, shakings, and puzzling tremble dances of honey bees, and how this journey of scientific dis-
covery continues to shape our understanding of these remarkable intelligent and vitally important insects.

Looks like Seeley’s new book will be a must have for all enquiring and participating beekeepers.

SWARM SEASON - TRY A RUSSIAN SCION
By John Kennedy

It’s not all that far away but the spring swarm season will soon be upon us. So, why not try a Russian Scion swarm
attractant, known in the USA as a “swarm magnet”. There are a couple of useful video sources with facebook vide-
os and instructions. I’ve come across two - one is Whistle Ticket, and another is Woolie’s Bees, so if you search
these some instructions should be forthcoming on methods and construction.

One of these sites suggests that its an ideal method for collecting swarms from your own hives. Both employ an
attractant, either lemon grass oil or old comb, to cause bees to collect on a Russian Scion. Another uses a plastic
bucket with the lid and a pole beneath with an attractant to attract the bees. Then the collected swarm can be moved
into the bucket for travel and transfer to a permanent hive.

Like a lot of ideas it’s one of those that you’ll never know whether it works until you give it a try yourself!
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New Books And Reprints

By John Kennedy

SNELGROVE ON QUEEN INTRODUCTION

A number of informative, important and educational
beekeeping textbooks are reaching the reprint stage.

L.E Snelgrove’s The Introduction of Queen Bees is
one of the most important texts, which he authored in
1940.

He said in his original introduction that his intention
was to write an account of the new methods of Queen
Introduction that he had devised.

Snelgrove noted that apart from two very small bro-
chures, one by Raynor in 1884, and another by Keen in
1938, there was no book in the English language as far
as he could ascertain or in any foreign language, that
was specifically devoted to the important subject of
Queen Introduction.

Now Northern Bee Books has released a reprint of
the most recent 2008 reprint of Snelgrove’s book.

It is a paperback of 208 pages weighing 250 grams
which they (www.northernbeebooks.co.uk) are retailing
at 16 pounds sterling, plus $A conversion and postage.

This edition of Snelgrove on Queen Introduction is a
work in 12 chapters plus an appendix and index.

To summarise there are chapters on the brief history,
the importance of, the conditions affecting, and fertile
workers in relation to queen introduction.

He also discusses Queen cages, travelling and intro-
ducing them, the ‘Snelgrove One Hour Method’ and
others, the introduction of virgin queens and re-
queening by queen cell.

Snelgrove comments in his original preface that “at
the end of the book, I have given a summary of the
more important methods of queen introduction with an
estimate of the value of each in practice.

“This summary is for the convenience of the busy
beekeeper who may wish to select and employ a partic-
ular method in a hurry.

“It should be used after only after a perusal of the
full descriptions in the text”.

He concludes “I venture to hope that the book will
prove to be of practical value to the average beekeeper
and of interest to the scientific student and teacher of
beekeeping, that it will be regarded as filling a void in
beekeeping literature”.

NEW BOOK - LOCAL QUEENS ARE BEST

Here’s a new book which should create plenty of
interest at many levels of beekeeping.

It comes from the irrepressible Northern Bee Books
(www.northernbeebooks.co.uk) and it carries the title
Local Queens Are Best — subtitled How to simply rear
your own.

It is authored by Bruce Henderson Smith, and is a 72
page paperback, with an asking price of 12 pounds 95
sterling plus conversion and postage locally.

In the introduction is a quote “say queen rearing to
most beekeepers and they will probably run a mile.

”This book aims to demystify the mysteries of sim-
ple queen rearing on a small scale, which can be used
by any beekeeper with a few years of experience and a
small number of hives”.

The book takes a practical approach with the theory
and a how to do it chapter including the equipment re-
quirements, a timetable and an appendix with plenty of
photographs and a list of references and other sources of
information.

The book notes that it may take a couple of attempts
and may require good fortune regarding the weather,
and it may result in a few more queens than you person-
ally need, but there are always neighbouring beekeepers
that will be grateful for your excess.

The publishers’ note says it is richly illustrated with
a first-hand commentary of what to look for and they
highly recommend it for any beekeeper, even with mod-
est experience, who wishes to improve their stock.

GA Jackson: A busy girl making the most of the early days of Autumn

WHIRRAKEE
HONEY PTY LTD

Manufacturing quality Australian
Beeco Smokers

White colorbond metal lid covers
Metal escape corners

Ph: 0427 843 383
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VAA Resources
Management Comm.

Chairman: Ken Gell,

Mob: 0428 506 752
gellshoneymaryborough
@gmail.com

Secretary:

Angela Enbom

0400 261 233
angela_enbom@yahoo.com

Regional Managers
Central region:
Millie Enbom-Goad
Ph: 0400 083 582
millie_enbomgoad
@yahoo.com.au

North East region:
Andrew McCallum

Mob: 0448 577 780
rawhoneyvic@gmail.com

Sunraysia region:

Ron Robinson,

Ph: 03 5024 1068
honeybee711@bigpond.com

Port Phillip region:

Ashley Smith

Mob: 0419 155 857
lakesidehoney@outlook.com

Gippsland region:
lan Cane, Mob: 0428 516 325
iancane@bigpond.com.au

Western region:
Daryl Hobbs
0427 340 197

Agriculture Victoria:

Agriculture Victoria: Apiary team
Website: Honey bees | Livestock
and animals | Agriculture Victoria
Website:
www.agricultre.vic.gov.au/
livestock-and-animals/honey-
bees

To report a suspect exotic please
call: Exotic Plant Pest Hotline
1800 084 881

For enquiries and endemic
disease notification please use:
Ph: 136 186

Email honeybee.biosecurity
@agriculture.vic.gov.au.

The Varroa project team can also
be contacted at the above email.
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Contacts

For enquiries related to permits
and movement restrictions:
Email honeybee.permits
@agriculture.vic.gov.au

For beekeeper registration please

log onto BeeMAX
www.bees.agriculture.vic.gov.au
or call the Bee Registration
Helpline 1800 356 761

Current Apiary Officers

Nikki Jones

Biosecurity Manager Apiary
1 Taylor Street, Epsom,
Victoria, Australia 3551
Mob: 0428 617 071

Email: honeybee.biosecurity
@agriculture.vic.gov.au

Karla Williams

Biosecurity Officer Apiary

1 McKoy Street, Wodonga,
Victoria, 3690

Mob: 0417 121 987

Email: honeybee.biosecurity
@agriculture.vic.gov.au

Adam Maxwell,

Biosecurity Officer Apiary
475-485 Mickleham Road,
Attwood, Victoria, 3049
Mob: 0428 893 595

Email: honeybee.biosecurity
@agriculture.vic.gov.au

Karyn Di Florio

Bee Biosecurity Officer
Email: honeybee.biosecurity
@agriculture.vic.gov.au

If you can’t reach an Officer and
need to talk to someone urgently,
please call the Customer Service
Centre: Ph: 136 186

Department of Environment,
Land, Water and Planning
(DELWP):

BAIRNSDALE:
Tracey West
BALLARAT:
Jennifer Bromley 0448 389 270
BENDIGO:

Melissa Dole 0436 615 569
Melissa.Dole@delwp.vic.gov.au
GEELONG
Linda Laurie
HEYWOOD
Jacki Hayward 03 5527 0444

03 5152 0422

03 5233 5519

HORSHAM:

Jess Dickerson 0437 913 538
MILDURA:

Dan Cadmore 03 5051 4349
SEYMOUR:

Kathryn Hamono 03 5735 4300
WODONGA:
Lloyd Beaty 02 6043 7936
Other contacts

Australian Honey Bee
Industry Council (AHBIC):
CEO: Danny Le Feuvre
Mob: 0402 467 780
AHBIC@Honeybee.org.au
PO Box 42, Jamison Centre,
Macquarie ACT 2614
www.honeybee.org.au

Crop Pollination Association
Stephen Targett,
Ph 0428 649 321

Honey Bee Research &
Development committee
(HBRDC)

Annie Stoddart

Program Coordinator Research
02 69236918
Annie.stoddart@agrifutures.com.au

VFF State Beekeeping Branch:
Secretary: Gail Rochelmeyer
Mob: 0408 592 091

Collingwood Childrens' Farm
Apiary Open 10.30-3.30

2nd & 4th Sunday of month.
collingwoodbees@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/
collingwoodbees

The Australian Bee Journal
welcomes contributions
from beekeepers and others for
inclusion in the journal.
Please send your original bee
and honey related photos,
articles, handy hints,
anecdotes, club activities etc to
abjeditors@yahoo.com



mailto:gellshoneymaryborough@gmail.com
mailto:gellshoneymaryborough@gmail.com
mailto:angela_enbom@yahoo.com
mailto:millie_enbomgoad@yahoo.com.au
mailto:millie_enbomgoad@yahoo.com.au
mailto:rawhoneyvic@gmail.com
mailto:honeybee711@bigpond.com
mailto:lakesidehoney@outlook.com
mailto:iancane@bigpond.com.au
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/livestock-and-animals/honey-bees
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/livestock-and-animals/honey-bees
http://www.agricultre.vic.gov.au/livestock-and-animals/honey-bees
http://www.agricultre.vic.gov.au/livestock-and-animals/honey-bees
http://www.agricultre.vic.gov.au/livestock-and-animals/honey-bees
mailto:honeybee.biosecurity@agriculture.vic.gov.au
mailto:honeybee.biosecurity@agriculture.vic.gov.au
mailto:honeybee.permits@agriculture.vic.gov.au
mailto:honeybee.permits@agriculture.vic.gov.au
https://bees.agriculture.vic.gov.au/
http://www.bees.agriculture.vic.gov.au/
mailto:honeybee.biosecurity@agriculture.vic.gov.au
mailto:honeybee.biosecurity@agriculture.vic.gov.au
mailto:honeybee.biosecurity@agriculture.vic.gov.au
mailto:honeybee.biosecurity@agriculture.vic.gov.au
mailto:honeybee.biosecurity@agriculture.vic.gov.au
mailto:honeybee.biosecurity@agriculture.vic.gov.au
mailto:honeybee.biosecurity@agriculture.vic.gov.au
mailto:honeybee.biosecurity@agriculture.vic.gov.au
mailto:: Melissa.Dole@delwp.vic.gov.au
mailto:AHBIC@Honeybee.org.au
http://www.honeybee.org.au
mailto:Annie.stoddart@agrifutures.com.au
http://au.mc1125.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=collingwoodbees@gmail.com
mailto:abjeditors@yahoo.com

VAA Inc Regional Groups
Bendigo Branch:

Carol Maunder,

Ph: 03 5446 7911
secretarybendigobranch-
vaa@gmail.com

General Information Q&A
Meetings - 71st Wed. each month
(except Jan & Dec)

Dinner at 6.00pm (optional)
Meeting at 7.00 pm.
Lakeside Hotel, Bendigo.
Executive Committee Meeting:
3rd Wed month as required.
Venue: As notified.

Please register to attend all
Meetings

Melbourne Section:
Secretary, Rob Kerr

Ph: 0421 078 387
Vaamelbournesection
@hotmail.com
www.vicbeekeepers.com.au/
Melbourne-Section

Information/ Education Meetings:

from 7:30 pm the last Thursday
of each month except December
Location: Church of Christ,

1 The Avenue, Surry Hills.
Sunraysia Branch:

Trevor Monson,

Ph: 03 5024 8674.
monsonshoney@bigpond.com
VAA Inc. Library Trust
Secretary: Russell Goodman,
Ph 03 9735 3836

Affiliated Organisations
Central Victorian Apiarists’
Association Inc (CVAA Inc.):
Millie Enbom-Goad

Ph: 0400 083 582
cvaa_inc@outlook.com

Contacts

Gippsland Apiarists’
Association Inc. (GAA Inc.):
Sue Harding,

Mob: 0408 343 779
hardstein@bigpond.com

North Eastern Apiarists’
Association Inc. (NEAA Inc.):
Secretary: Moss McCallum
secretary.neaa@gmail.com

“J” Beekeeping Club Inc.

35 Duncan's Lane, Diggers Rest
Meet on the 2" Wednesday each
month at 7pm

Southside Beekeepers Club:
Secretary: Ted Cottle

Ph: 0428 429 547
ted@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
7.30pm on the 4th Wed each
month at Monterey Secondary
College,

21 Silvertop St, Frankston North
Geelong Beekeepers Club
Pres: Stephen Fridey

Ph: 0401 897 579

info@geelongbeekeepersclub.org.au
Meetings third Friday of the
month at Belmont Masonic
Centre,

25 Regent Street, Belmont
Latrobe Valley

Beekeepers Assoc.

President: Sean-Paul Smith

E: LatrobeValleyBees
@gmail.com

Meets 7-9pm first Tuesday each
month, Old Moe Netball Courts,
99 Savages Rd. Moe

P.O. Box 323 Newborough 3825
Mob: 0466 041 199

Woodend Bee-Friendly Society
An action group of the Macedon
Ranges Sustainability Group

E: wbfs@mrsg.org.au

Bee Culture

The Magazine Of American Beekeeping
140 years Experience Today’s techniques -- Tomorrow’s Ideas
ONLY USS$24 for a digital Subscription
www.BeeCulture.com for details

South Gippsland Beekeepers
Inc. Secretary: Anna Jones
Mob: 0411 770 062
secretary@sgbeekeepers.org.au
Web:http://www.southgippsland
beekeepers.org.au/

Meetings: second Thursday of
the month at St Peters Anglican
Church Hall, Cnr McCartin St. &
Bruce St., Leongatha
Melbourne Beekeepers

Club Inc:

Web:melbournebeekeepersclub.org.au
E: secretary@melbourne
beekeepersclub.org.au
Northwestern Bee Club Inc.
President: Roger Mitchell

Mob. 0407 427 431
northwesternbeeclub@gmail.com
Web: https://www.nwbee.club/
Mornington Peninsula
Beekeepers Association :

P.O. Box 186, Mornington, 3931
Ph: 0401 965 558

E: admin@mpba.org.au

Monthly MPBA Club Meeting -
4th Wednesday of every month
at 7pm Mornington Park Pavilion,
9 Flinders Drive, Mornington
Moonee Valley Beekeepers
Club Inc. (MVBC Inc.)
Secretary: Paul Kucera
mvbeekeepersclub@gmail.com
Meets at 7pm every 2nd Tuesday
of the month at Maribyrnong Park
Bowls Club, 195 Holmes Rd,
Moonee Ponds, VIC 3039
WerriBeeks Inc.

President: Carmel Gerdsen
Secretary: Helen Morland
Treasurer: Debbie Conway

E: werribeeks@gmail.com

Australia’s
Honeybee News

“The Voice of the Beekeeper”
The Journal of the NSW AA Inc.
Published bi-monthly
Annual Subscription
Aust. $65

51 South 2nd St., Hamilton, IL 62341
www.americanbeejournal.com

AMERICAN

. ‘BEE <JJOURNAL
n The Beekeeper’s Companion Since 1861

The oldest and largest English-language

beekeeping magazine

=Only $21 U.S. Dollars for
a Digital Subscription

*Paper edition 366 U.S. Dollars
per year—12 big monthly issues

Helpful practical beekeeping advice and discussion of current beekeeping methods.

Overseas $100 AUD

For more information contact:
The Editor, PO Box 7425,
SUTTON NSW 2620
Ph: 0427 552 001
honeybeenews@bigpond.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

HONEY BUYERS

FOR SALE

Index of Advertisers

Archibald’s Honey Co. Business for sale AR CTI o8
Spring Rd. Dingley, VIC, Jeeralang Apiary Supplies
3172 Ph: 03 9551 1860 Koala Drive, Jeeralang Junction | apyst Bee Export 16
Contact: Stuart Archibald Ph: 03 5122 2641 ust. Queen Bee Exporters
Email: rosalie@ Servicing Gippsland and Avant Equipment 19
archibaldhoney.com.au Eastern Victoria
Sekddkkdok K kodk Becs Beehive 15
Beechworth Honey Ltd. 8 & 10 frame tin lids Inside
38-40 Hammersley Rd. New & recycled tin Beechworth Honey back
Corowa, NSW 2646 KAS MANUFACTURING
Ph: 02 6033 2322 Ph: 03 5449 6680 Beeplas Australia 27
Contact: Steve or Jodie Mob: 0409 017 311 _
Goldsworthy Clayton Plastics 24/25
*kkkkkkkkkk N EW M E M B E RS
Beeman Honey & Covey Queens 23
Beekeeping Supplies Mike Allerton Dalrvmole Vi 8
2/14-16 Tova Dr. Neil Barraclough ralrymple View
Carrum Downs Vic 3201 Travis Beddoe .
Ph: 0438 7465 01 Tino Corsetti Denmar Aplaries 6
Contact Moe Jarrad Peta Dawe Edmonds Honey 12
majarrad@gmail.com Vicki Elliott (Geelong Honey)
Beemanhoney.com.au Leigh Fitzgerald JBee Equipment 16
Cail H Ltd Peter Kubov s
apilano Honey Stacey Maynard - ; nside
Capilano St. Lyill Tal}l;ot Kelvin Tracing front
Maryborough, VIC 3465 C wil
Ph: 07 3712 8224 onor wison Lyson 10
0419 431 652 Classified ads ONLY McCahons Bee Material 18
Contact: Stephen Covey .
$2.20 per line NuPlas 20/21
Goode’s Honey Contact ABJ Editor =
Lot 1, 75 Bosworth Rd PO Box 42 Newstead, VIC 3462 Prestige Stainless 9
Bairnsdale, VIC 3875 or abjeditors@yahoo.com :
Ph: 03 5152 2180 : @y Sadpalhs Beekeening 17
Contact: Terry Goode slenlEs
H B G VAA members are reminded  Simons Boilers 14
oney Buyers Grou .
I\lllla rtinyDrake, P that they are entitled to Stafford Engineering Back
Bendigo or Melbourne one FREE 6-line classified ad - Ezyloader
0409 808 332 each year. Contact Steritech 7
Tmmm——— abjeditors@yahoo.com
Redpatg’s Blgekeeplng Members Notices (births, Whirrakee Honey 35
upplies
193 Como Parade East, deaths etc) are always free.  \ynirrakee Woodware 5

Parkdale, VIC 3195
Ph: 03 9587 5950
Alan Redpath
redpaths@redpaths.com.au
www.redpaths.com.au

The Australian Bee Journal welcomes
contributions and photos from

The deadline for the readers and members.
May 2024 Please send any
AT letters, articles or photos to

Bee Journal . .
is 10pm on abjeditors(@yahoo.com
Wed. 1st of May
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BEECHWORTH  CANSTAR
HONEY N4

Australia’s Most Satisfied
Customers

Thank you to Australia’s best beekeepers for supplying your honey to
us. Together we can be proud to be voted Australia’s #1 Honey.

wAKAKKA KRR AKRK AAEAKK
OVERALL SATISFACTION TASTE TEXTURE & CONSISTENCY
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RANGE VARIETY VALUE FOR MONEY PACKAGING DESIGN
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If you're interested in selling your quality Australian honey or beeswax please call
Steven Goldsworthy on 0419 559 242 or 02 6033 2322.

beechworthhoney.com.au
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E/ YLoadenr

www.ezyloader.com

e Manufactured in Australia
e Six models
e Customised Service

e Unique levelling feature for ease of load handling

e Boom brake system — ease of under-supering and
requeening

e Split boom for load positioning anywhere within
reach

e Small footprint

¢ Fully self contained and low maintenance

e Special range of attachment for specific industries

e Manual lifting of beehives removed — saves backs!

M & K STAFFORD ENGINEERING PTY LTD
3/204 Southern Cross Drive, Ballina NSW 2478
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