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SAVE THE DATE

The dates for the
2024
VAA conference
have been confirmed.
4" 5" and 6" of June
at the Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club
Wonthaggi.

Tuesday evening - Hospitality Night,
Wednesday morning & Thursday - Conference,
Wednesday afternoon - AGM
Thursday evening - Annual Dinner
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The Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc. (VAA)

The VAA was founded in 1892
and is the peak body for
beekeeping in Victoria.

The Association advocates to
federal, state, and local
governments to protect and
improve Victoria's honey
resources and to ensure
beekeepers’ interests are
safeguarded and promoted.
We work to secure effective
legislation and encourage
scientific investigation and
research in all aspects of
beekeeping.

Our achievements include:

e Introducing the Victorian
Apiary Code of Practice
allowing bees to be kept in
urban areas

o Contributing to the new
Apiculture on Public Lands
Policy through our
involvement with the Buzz
Committee

o Working with Plant Health
Australia which contributed to
the development of the
Australian Biosecurity Code of
Practice.

The VAA advocates for the
beekeeping industry on behalf of
all beekeepers in Victoria.

Management

The VAA Board meets a
minimum of six times a year.
Members of the

2023 - 2024 Board

Secretary / Treasurer
Kerrin Williams

P.O. Box 40,

California Gully, VIC. 3556
Mob: 0498 461 460
vaa@yvicbeekeepers.com.au

President

John van Weeghel

0419 542 479
john.vanweeghel@bigpond.com

Vice President

Phil McPherson

0428 621 455
mchoney1@optusnet.com.au

Vice President:

Lindsay Callaway

(Bendigo Branch representative)
0429 857 835
warral@iinet.net.au

Other members:

Judy Leggett

0423 464 800
aandijleggett@bigpond.com

Ken Gell
0428 506 752

gellshoneymaryborough@gmail.com

Robert McDonald
0427 722 162
McDonald.Robert@y7mail.com

Rob Kerr
0421 078 387
robkerr62@gmail.com

Andrew Wootton
0481 392 798
andrew.wootton@gmail.com

VAA sub-committees &
conveners

Contact by email is preferred
Biosecurity

Ken Gell

Finance & Insurance

Ken Gell

Education

Don Whitehead
don@walkabouthoney.com.au
Melbourne Show/fund raising
Judy Leggett

Constitution & Legal
Lindsay Callaway
Conference

Lindsay Callaway

Clubs & Affiliates

Phillip McPherson

Aust. Bee Journal/Website
John van Weeghel
Resources

Ken Gell

Services

John van Weeghel
Commercial beekeeping
Phil McPherson
Recreational beekeeping
John van Weeghel

All beekeepers and interested
groups are welcome to join the
VAA.

Membership benefits include:

* The VAA’s monthly magazine
Australian Bee Journal (ABJ)
including one free classified ad
per year

» Access to the members’ only
section of the VAA website
vicbeekeepers.com.au
 Discounts for beekeeping
services and products, including
insurance

» Borrowing rights to the
extensive VAA library

* Voting rights at VAA regional
group meetings and the annual
VAA state conference

» Opportunity to participate in
and contribute to VAA
sub-committees

* Opportunity to meet and share
ideas with other beekeepers at
local group meetings, field days,
shows and conferences

» Opportunity to contribute to
advocacy to government and
development of policy on
beekeeping

Membership Rates

Up to 100 hives (1 vote): $90
101- 500 hives (2 votes): $240
501-1000 hives (3 votes): $385
1000+ hives (4 votes):  $530
Partner membership is $20 less
in each category and includes all
rights except receipt of journal

How to join

Join online at
www.vicbeekeepers.com.au
or email
vaa@yvicbeekeepers.com.au
to request a
membership form.

www.vicbeekeepers.com.au
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President’s Report

Happy New Year and best wishes for 2024, may it
be a year that brings prosperity, peace and good health.

The coming year will bring changes to the Associa-
tion in more than one way. Our long serving Secretary
and Treasurer Kerrin Williams has given notice to the
Board that this year will be her last and she will not re-
new her contract at the end of July. It will be 35 years
in March that Kerrin started in her role as Secretary,
taking on the Treasurer’s role several years later. She
has seen and has been part of many changes in our As-
sociation. Imagine, no computers not even a fax ma-
chine, no mobile phones, compared to today, unable to
function if the internet fails. The experience and
knowledge she has gained over the many years will be a
loss to the Association. The Board thanks Kerrin for
her many years of service, and wishes her well for the
future.

One of the benefits of an Association that was
founded in 1892 is that it has a rich history and tradi-
tions. The downside is that at times things are done
because of tradition and not because of best practice.
Board members have discussed ways to improve the
Association and came to realize that it needs a coordi-
nated effort and the support of a professional to achieve
a positive outcome. At a meeting on the 4™ of Decem-
ber the Board met with Barry Robinson and agreed to
engage him to conduct a rebranding/refresh of the As-
sociation. Barry has a lifetime experience in brand de-
velopment. The Board gratefully accepted an offer
made by Lindsay Callaway on behalf of Warral Maldon
to sponsor half the agreed cost of the rebrand.

The venue for this year’s Annual Conference and
AGM has been booked, it is the Wonthaggi Workmen’s
Club in Wonthaggi. The Hospitality Night will be on
Tuesday the 4th of June and the Annual Conference and
AGM on Wednesday the 5™ and Thursday the 6™ of
June. Further details will be made available in due
time. Please book your accommodation early as there
is limited accommodation available.

The time for members to react to the proposed By-

Do you have photos of bee or
honey related subjects?

The Australian Bee Journal
would love some of your photos
for use in the journal and
on the VAA website.

Please send to
abjeditors@yahoo.com

Laws has passed and the Association has not received a
request for a Special General Meeting to disallow the
By-Laws. This concludes the Constitution rewrite, and
the Association now has a completely new set of rules.
This part was stage one of the rewrite, meaning that we
now have a constitution that complies with the Act and
closely reflects the previous constitution.

Stage two will propose changes to individual clauses
of the Constitution. The Board has agreed to refer sev-
eral proposed changes to the Constitution Committee.
Nothing will be put to this year’s AGM as time will not
allow it and it will be good to have an AGM without the
need to talk about the Constitution. One of the pro-
posed changes will be to delete the Regional Represen-
tation part of the Board election. Reasons are that there
is very little support from the Branches and Affiliated
Regional Associations, and it will shorten and simplify
the election procedure by months. Another proposal
may be to introduce two-year terms for the Board with
a half Board election each year. This would create a
level of stability and continuation of the Association’s
programs.

On Tuesday the 19" of December many members
attended a service to celebrate the life of Gavin Ja-
mieson. Listening to the different speakers it was obvi-
ous that beekeeping played a large role in Gavin’s life,
but he was also involved in many other groups such as
the CFA and Landcare. Gavin supported many individ-
ual beekeepers, beekeeping groups and served on the
Melbourne Section Committee for many years which
included taking the position of Chair, served on the Ex-
ecutive of the Association and was elected President of
VFF Beekeeping Group. The text “Some people, like
some trees, are worth taking another closer look at” on
the front of the Funeral/memorial booklet are very ap-
propriate. For those that had a closer look they will
have memories of a loyal friend.

John van Weeghel
President

Photo: Lindsay Callaway
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(A) KELVIN TRADING PTY LTD

Manufacturer, Wholesaler and retailer
YARRABEE

Slech exciuder Please visit us, or

Sizes: 8/10 frames contact quOY

Material: Plastic, stainless  wholesale _P”:Ci"g
steel, galvanized steel

Bee suit/jacket & gloves
Size: S, M, L, XL, XXL, 3XL
Material: Cotton/ Polyester,
YKK Zipper

Timber hive box & frames

Sizes: Full Depth, WSP,
Manley, Ideal

Plastic foundation

Stainless steel
Sizes: Full Depth, WSP,

honey extractor

g Man_lfg, |<1€ba| 2/3/4/6 frames (manual)
(With or \évc;at%ug) ee wax 3/4/6/8/12 frames (electric)

Honey jar/bottle
(various shapes and sizes)
Material: Plastic, glass

@ https://ktbeekeeping.com.au/ ktpl10@yahoo.com.au

@ 31/830-850 Princes Highway, J PH: (03) 8555 4754
Springvale, VIC 3171 Mobile: 0405123098
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Gavin Jamieson

VAA Email to members 12" December 2023

The Association has received the sad news of the
passing of Gavin Jamieson. Gavin is a past member of
the Association and has served on the state Executive
and numerous committees, over many decades. Mem-
bers may have attended meetings with Gavin contrib-
uting on topics relating to beekeeping.

He had an incredible knowledge of nectar yielding
plants and had a wide range of connections that would
provide him with inside information on beeckeeping is-
sues. This together with his wealth of knowledge on
planning enabled the Association to successfully lobby
the state government to introduce the Apiary Code of
Practice. Today’s urban beekeepers continue to enjoy
the benefits.

Gavin, rest in peace.

The Funeral Service will be at 12.30pm, December
19th at Pat Cashin Funerals, 1114 Doveton Street,
North Ballarat. Following the service, there will be a

catered reception at the nearby Midlands Sports Club,
330 Heinz Lane, Invermay Park.

John van Weeghel

President

Subject: OFFICIAL: RE: Vale Gavin Jamieson

Good afternoon John [van Weeghel]

On behalf of the AgVic Apiary Team, we wish to
pass on our condolences to VAA members and to
Gavin’s family and friends on hearing of his passing,
and also to acknowledge his dedication to developing
the industry and his passion for beekeeping.

May he rest in peace.

Kind regards,

Karla, on behalf of the team

Apiary team | Plants, Chemicals
Biosecurity and Agriculture Services
Agriculture Victoria | Department of Energy, Environ-
ment and Climate Action

and Invasives

Email to VAA members 22/12/2023

VAA RETURNING OFFICER

At a recent Board meeting it was agreed to appoint Angelique Perry as the VAA Returning Officer for the 2024
Board election. Angelique is a hobby beekeeper, a member of the VAA and supports the Bendigo Branch.
The Returning Officer is appointed by the Board but conducts the election independently from the Board.
Please support the Association and Angelique by participation in next year’s election.

John van Weeghel, President

TECHNOLOGY LEADERS IN CTI .
YEARS OF TESTING {
ROBUST, SAFE, GUARANTEED

PERFORMANCE ULTIMATE TYRE PRESSURE MANAGEMENT

CENTRAL TYRE INFLATION

HEAD 10 Holmes Road Morwell,
OFFICE: Victoria, Australia 3840

OPEN: Monday to Friday 8:30am —5:00pm
PHONE: +61(03)51276128
EMAIL: sales@aircti.com

v’ Greatly reduce load vibration & improves driver comfort
v’ Greatly improve traction in all terrains to extend seasons
v’ Safer braking & handling in all conditions with less suspension wear
v Good for driver health & keeping schedules

MONEY

v’ Save bee stock during transport & also equipment damage
v/ Savings money as an asset for taxation. Use free air!

v" Extend vehicle life & maintenance cost are reduced

v Save on field breakdowns, expensive down time & tyre wear

“The biggest time saver! It got me out of trouble so many times, | could be going up a hill and |
start to lose traction and my truck starts bogging down. | dump my air through the controller on

Lindsay Callaway
Warral Maldon Honey

the dash, the tyres bite in, it gets me over the hill and | just pump them back up on the bitumen.
They are right with what they say - better braking, better tyre wear and it is a much easier ride on

my poor old aching back”  Steve Grahame — Outback Trucker
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Selecting For Hygienic Behaviour Traits

Plan Bee is helping beekeepers learn new skills
for selecting traits of importance to their breeding
objectives, including higher levels of hygienic be-
haviour.

Hygienic behaviour is a characteristic of honey
bees that targets the removal of brood diseases. It
can reduce the spread of American foulbrood (AFB)
if infected pupae are removed before the AFB bacte-
ria sporulate. Hygienic behaviour is also the primary
mechanism of resistance against chalkbrood.

Bees that carry the hygienic behaviour trait de-
tect, uncap, and remove dead and diseased brood be-
fore it reaches the infectious stage, preventing the
spread of disease within the colony.

Upskilling beekeepers

NSW Department of Primary Industries (NSW
DPI) Plan Bee Technical Officer, Emily Noordyke,
visited beekeepers in Orange and Cowra in Central
West NSW in late October and early November to
teach beekeepers how to test for hygienic behaviour.

“Our focus with these visits was to do hygienic
testing and give beekeepers the skills to do it them-
selves if they want,” Ms Noordyke said. “And be-
cause it’s a very specialised skill set that requires
special equipment, we wanted to work with them
directly and give them the opportunity to see if that’s
something they’re interested in working into their
breeding programs in the future.

“With this particular test, euthanise a small patch
of the brood with liquid nitrogen and put the brood
back into the colony. We then see how well the bees
remove dead brood in 24 hours. “If they score high-
er on these hygienic tests then beekeepers have the
potential to select for this trait.

8 Australion Bee Journal

“A colony is typically considered hygienic if it
scores 95% brood removal or higher. However, a
beekeeper can start by selectively breeding from
their most hygienic queens until they achieve a better
score over time.

“Walking the beekeepers through the steps to test
for hygienic behaviour means they can do it them-
selves if they really want to focus on hygienic test-
ing. The participating beekeepers were really enthu-
siastic about the testing, learning new skills and see-
ing the results of the tests.

“Hygienic behaviour has been heavily selected for
in other countries, especially in the United States,
where it has been pretty successful in increasing the
hygienic behaviour in certain breeding stock.”

Ms Noordyke said the hygienic behaviour testing
results at Orange and Cowra were mixed. “Because
there hasn’t been a lot of selection for hygienic be-
haviour in Australia in the past it is a pretty mixed
bag, but we definitely saw some highly hygienic col-
onies and I was able to highlight which ones we
found to be very hygienic in case the beekeepers
were interested in breeding off those colonies in par-
ticular,” Ms Noordyke said.

“We specifically tested and tracked multiple
queen lines in an effort to uncover different patterns
in hygienic behaviour depending on colony back-
ground.”

For more information about testing for hygienic
behaviour, see this NSW DPI factsheet.

FACTORY DIRECT
Made in Australia by Danbar Plastics

BEEPLAS FOUNDATION SHEETS

Plastic Beehive Components

+ Made in Australia for Australian conditions

«Top quality food grade high impact polystyrene
« Excellent tensile strength and impact resistance
+ Natural cell size

- Mitred bottom corners

- 6mm engagement tongue

Contact:
Danbar Plastics

sales@danbar.comau
Ph: (03) 5382 4740

BEERIAS




Meet The VAA Returning Officer

I was thrown into the beekeeping world quite by
chance with the arrival of a swarm in my yard 3 1/2
years ago. Knowing nothing about bees and what to
expect [ sought out all the local information I could get
on the subject. I discovered the Bendigo Branch VAA
and went along to a couple of meetings to see what I
could learn. Well it turns out it was a fantastic oppor-
tunity to learn, ask questions and meet the wise, experi-
enced mentors we all covet.

As time went on I was asked to join the Organising
committee for the 2023 VAA Conference which was
held in Bendigo. It was a great place to meet the Board
and gain a lot of understanding of the role of the VAA
and the deep history it holds. The conference provided
me the chance to meet a load of like minded people
with very similar values and interests which is the per-
fect forum to learn from and bounce ideas off. I am
grateful for the chance to host the Recreational Bee-
keepers evening with my husband Ross. The night was
a huge success, to know that people like us learnt from

it was a satisfying feeling that even I learnt from as
well.

The VAA Board has appointed me Returning Of-
ficer for the upcoming election of the Board this year at
the Conference. This has enabled me to once again
converse with all the knowledgeable men and women
the VAA have as members. Without these wonderful
people being able to share their experiences and
knowledge with us recreational beekeepers and those
considering becoming a beekeeper where would we
be? Sitting in front of a computer watching Youtube
clips on Beekeeping from overseas? The expertise the-
se members have and love to share is priceless.

In a nutshell, there are so many people out there
willing to help you in the beekeeping community. I feel
blessed to be part of that community and encourage
every single new beekeeper to join their local group, as
the opportunities that it opens is endless and quite sur-
prising
Angelique Perry, VAA Returning Officer

December 11 2023. Vale: Peter Kim Flottum, 1947 - 2023.

Past Editor of Bee Culture.

It is with profound sadness and a heavy heart that I share the news of the passing of Kim Flottum, a cherished friend,
esteemed cohost, devoted husband, and father. After a courageous battle with cancer, Kim left us, leaving behind a
legacy enriched with kindness, passion for beekeeping, and a deep love for nature, particularly his garden.

Kim's presence was a beacon of positivity; he was one of those rare individuals who seldom spoke ill of anything,
finding joy in his work with bees and people alike. I had the privilege of working alongside him since my first arti-
cle for 'Gleanings in Bee Culture' in February 1991, an experience filled with learning, camaraderie, and shared en-

thusiasm for beekeeping.
Jeff Ott

CONTACT US

38 Drive In Court, Maryborough, Vic. 3465
Landline: 03 5461 4661

Peter: 0418 535 300 Ali: 0498 102 600
enquiries@whirrakeewoodware.com

STOCKISTS OF
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AHBIC Industry Varroa Updates

22nd December 2023

Beekeeper reporting to the DPI continues across are-
as of NSW where we expect Varroa to be present, there
is a steady increase in regions south of Sydney and ex-
tensions from Kempsey. The heat map shows Varroa
continues to extend its spread beyond the known Varroa
management zones. AHBIC encourages beekeepers to
monitor for mites in your hives and keep up to date with
the risks of Varroa near you by checking the heat map.
CCEPP Update

The NSW DPI and a working group of CCEPP
members incorporated feedback from the previous
CCEPP meeting and re-drafted the Response Plan Ver-
sion 4 - Transition to Management. This final draft was
presented by NSW DPI for consideration at the CCEPP
on Tuesday 19th December. All parties understood the
urgency for national agreement, CCEPP members were
generally supportive of the new plan with some recom-
mendations to be implemented and agreed in an out of
session agreement, this will then be forwarded to NMG
for final agreement mid January 2024. Whilst the pro-
cess to reach agreement in the CCEPP is frustratingly
slow, AHBIC is determined to ensure the best possible
outcomes for our honey bee industry whilst negotiating
with the other 25 parties. We will continue to represent
the national interest, guided by the AHBIC executive
and our 10 member bodies expectations at the CCEPP
and NMG.

The chemical treatment table will also be updated on
a standalone page from our website, please refer to the
most up to date version regularly via AHBIC Varroa

Treatment Table - Australian Honey Bee Industry
Council
11th December 2023

The total number of infected premises across NSW
has risen to 396. The heat map has had some gradual
increases across southwestern Sydney, Central Coast,
Underbank and north in the Kempsey region.

NSW DPI are still supplying chemical treatments
but have stated that this arrangement will be phased out
soon. The ability for NSW beekeepers to purchase
chemical treatments from retail suppliers is gradually
increasing as stocks begin to arrive in the country.
Treatment Registration Progress

AHBIC has been working with NSW DPI and the
APVMA as well many manufactures to progress as
many management tools for registration as possible.
Whilst we do not have visibility on all applications sub-
mitted, through conversations with manufactures and
resellers we are aware of a number of registration appli-
cations that have either been submitted or are close to
submission, this includes: O Bayvarol O Oxalic Acid
(fogging and dribble) O Formic Pro O Several Oxalic
Acid strip products 0 BeeGate O Apitraz O A formic
acid + Oxalic Acid mix in a dribble form.

Processing applications through APVMA is a slow
process and typically takes 8-9 months if the applica-
tion is complete on submission. After lobbying from
AHBIC, the APVMA has agreed to prioritise any Var-
roa registrations, but the process will still take 6 months
at best.

DENMAR APIARIES

P.O. Box 99, Wondai, Queensland, 4606
Phone: (07) 4168 6005
Mobile: 0448 690 064

International Ph: +61 7 4168 6005
Email: ausbee4@hotmail.com

ISOLATED MATED BREEDERS $600.00 EACH

Terms 7 days - Late Payments - add 54 Per Queen
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UNTESTED

1—10 $32.00 each
11 — 49 $28.00 each
50 + $24.00 each

Prices as from 1/9/2020

BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS
AVAILABLE UPON
REQUEST




Book Reprint
AMERICA’S MASTER OF BEEKEEPING
By John Kennedy

Here is a book for the beekeeping purists.

Courtesy of www.northernbeebooks.co.uk it is actu-
ally a reprint of the 1942 original by Florence Naile.

Importantly it carries the subtitle “The Life of L. L.
Langstroth”. Described as a gracefully written and
graphic account of the life of the man who invented the
modern beehive, and “a fitting tribute to the unusual
man who took the mystery out of beekeeping”.

Langstroth is judged to be one of five or six founders
of modern theory and practice of bee culture.

Most of us know that he was a clergyman and a tutor
at Yale who engaged in beekeeping during a period of
ill health, and in 1851 after patient experiments, he dis-
covered facts about bee behaviour, then used this
knowledge to design a beehive perfectly adapted to the
behaviour of bees which has revolutionised beekeeping

around the globe.

Langstroth however had difficulty in protecting his
patent rights and received little financial reward for his
invention, and later in his life he was troubled by a
nervous ailment that at times made him hate the sight of
a bee.

The book's author is an Ohioan beekeeper who had
access to Langstroth’s original journal. This reprint
comes with a foreword written by Roger Morse, the
Professor of Apiculture at Cornell.

It is a volume of 216 pages with a weight of 500
grams and will cost 19 pounds sterling from Northern
Bee Books (order at www.northernbeebooks.co.uk) plus
the postage costs to Australia}.

The original 1942 edition carried an endorsement
from another historic identity, E. R. Root, published
thereafter saying “when this book was laid on my desk
about three o’clock this afternoon, I read it clear
through at a sitting, taking only enough time to eat my
evening meal before I got clear through it”.

AHBIC December Newsletter
CEO Report

I attended the Plant Health Australia AGM in Canberra in November and met with several other plant indus-
tries. We had presentations on a number of topics across the week. DAFF presented on the proposed Biosecurity
Protection Levy (BPL) which created robust discussion discussions from industries. Unfortunately, it appears the
consultation from the department is not considering if the levy should be applied but more around how it is applied
and collected. Despite significant push back from AHBIC and many other industries it appears that it will be imple-
mented in July. This will mean that an additional 10% increase in the honey levy is likely to be applied from July

2024.

Let Steritech give your hives a treat

@

For over 30 years, Steritech has proudly provided Gamma Irradiation treatment
to eliminate a wide variety of problems in bee equipment

Gamma Irradiation easily penetrates all areas of the equipment being treated.

As a chemical free process, it eliminates the need for any post-treatment

STERITECH

QUEENSLAND NEW SOUTH WALES VICTORIA
180-186 Potassium St 5-7 Widemere Rd 160 South Gippsland Hwy
Narangba Wetherill Park Dandenong
QLD 4504 NSW 2164 VIC 3164
07 3385 8400 02 8785 4400 03 8726 5566

sterigld@steritech.com.au sterinsw@steritech.com.au sterivic@steritech.com.au

\ Contact your closest Steritech office to find out more about our service

quarantine periods which allows equipment to be used straight away.

www.steritech.com.au
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USDA Totals Pollination Costs

By John Kennedy

The United States Department of Agriculture issues
a National Agricultural Statistics Services (NASS) re-
port on an annual basis totaling the cost of pollination
services on an enterprise basis.

The latest just released figures compare year on year
figures for 2023 versus the previous year.

In almonds the pollination cost fell by 3% on a cost
per colony basis from $US194 to SUS188.

The total investment in pollination by almond grow-
ers in California saw the average cost per acre decreas-
ing from $US 336 to $US310, an 8% fall.

The total investment in pollination in California is
totaled at $US356 million also 8% less than 2022.

er at $US82.8 or $US200 per acre or a total industry
value of $US26.2 million.

The NASS report attributes the blueberry growers
pollination costs with a 15% fall to $US66.4 per colony
although the cost per acre was unchanged at $US139.

The total value of pollination for blueberries is com-
piled at $US10 million dollars.

Watermelons saw the cost of colony falling by 26%
and a fall per acre of 19% at $USS82.

In apples the price per colony year 2023 versus 2022
saw the price per colony increase by 44% to $US75 per
colony with the cost per acre also rising 8% to $US68
per acre,

The full NASS report of the USDA on pollination
costs is available at www,usda.library.cornell.edu/usda

In cranberries the price per colony was only 1% low-

AHBIC December Newsletter

B-Trace: The specially designed app will assist in maintaining hive record information that satisfies the require-
ments of the National Biosecurity Code of Practice. The program is intended for small commercial and recreational
beekeepers who sell honeybee products direct to: Famers Markets, consumers, Food stalls and Boutique shops such
as Bakeries, Fruit and Vegetable, Delicatessens, Restaurants and similar. The low annual fee includes the use of the
hive management app and an annual desk audit. For further information go to www.btrace.com.au
Red Dwarf Honey Bee incursion in WA: The first detection was in March 2023 at Dampier.
total of 12 nests discovered to date. Euvarroa sinhai has been detected on many of the RDHB’s but has not been
found on European honey bees yet. Euvarroa is a relative of Varroa destructor. 1t is unclear if this species of var-
roa can survive and reproduce on European honey bees with mixed reports in peer reviewed papers. Continual sur-
veillance by DPIRD and DAFF is being conducted to delimit the incursion and monitor European honey bees in the
area with 12 swarms being detected so far.

There has been a

s

DALRYMPLE
.. VIEW

APITARY SUPPLIES

MANUFACTURERS AND
SUPPLIERS OF ALL YOUR
BEEKEEPING NEEDS

AND OPERATED

ALL
AUSTRALIAN Locally owned and
MADE USING manufactured in our
QUALITY factory on the Southern Darling Downs, QLD
AUSTRALIAN
HOOP PINE

Stockist of most other beekeeping supplies

65 Forde Street Allora QLD 4362 « 0448 717 051
www.dalrympleview.com.au * sales@dalrympleview.com.au
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Victorian Apiarists’ Association
Recreational Beekeepers Conference

Melbourne, Saturday 9th March 2024

Successful Beekeeping in Challenging Times

Program (subject to confirmation)

Session 1: Improving your skills Session 2: Biosecurity challenges
The 4 seasons of beekeeping Integrated Pest Management and varroa
treatments

Harvesting honey

Feeding bees Breeding varroa resistant bees
Requeening Viruses of the honey bee
AFB/EFB testing

Honey testing

Flow Hive tips and tricks

Plus live hive and practical demonstrations
Hive inspection
Alcohol and soap wash

Smoker lighting competition

Tickets: Members $150 (early bird $120) Non-members $200 (early bird $170)
Location: Victorian Croquet Centre, 65 Nobel Banks Dr, Cairnlea VIC 3023
Organising Committee: John van Weeghel, Andrew Wootton, Adam Maxwell
Enquiries: rec_conference@yvicbeekeepers.com.au

Website: www.vicbeekeepers.com.au/events
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AgriFutures Update, Plan Bee December 2023

AgriFutures Honey Bee & Pollination Update
Special Edition

Plan Bee Survey results:
Australian queen bee production

Plan Bee surveyed queen production for the 2020
=21 season in order to report on the state of queen
production nationally. It provides valuable insights
into queen products sold to domestic and export
markets, and market access.

Results from a new survey provide valuable in-
sights into queen bee production across Australia and
queen products sold to domestic and export markets.

Plan Bee, Australia’s national honey bee genetic
improvement program, has released results from a
nationwide survey into queen production for the
2020-21 season to report on the state of queen pro-
duction nationally.

The survey is the first of its kind to describe val-
ues for queen and package bee sales from all major
Australian beekeeping states.

It also provides valuable insights into queen prod-
ucts sold to domestic and export markets, and market
access.

Before the survey was undertaken, no official,
nationwide data on domestic or export queen and

package bee sales had been recorded or reported for-
mally in Australia.

Australia’s honey bee industry is underpinned by
a specialised queen breeding and production sector.

There are opportunities in domestic and export
markets for the queen sector, however, the limited
number of skilled queen bee breeders is a major con-
straint.

Growing global markets for Australian queens
and package bees are potentially lucrative, however
the marketplace is further constrained by major risks
including freight costs and the threat of export bans.

A total of 34.3% of survey respondents were from
New South Wales, 22.9% from Queensland, 14.3%
from Tasmania, 14.3% from Western Australia, 5.7%
from Victoria, 2.9% from South Australia, and 5.7%
did not disclose their location.

Plan Bee co-lead researcher, Elizabeth Frost,
NSW Department of Primary Industries (NSW DPI),
said there were a total of 35 survey respondents, who
sold a total of 41,803 queen products domestically
while 2,664 queen products were exported.

“Meanwhile 17.6% of respondents did not sell
any queen products, instead breeding queens solely
for use within their own enterprise,” Ms Frost said.

“The full range of products were reported in do-
mestic sales including naturally and artificially in-

(Continued on page 15)

The industry benchmark in beekeeping equipment & stainless steel manufacturing.
Creating the largest Automated Honey Extractors in the world!

Horizontal Extractors

« 198 frame 6 bank - Twin Systems
» Automated self loading machines
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tainless
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AgriFutures Update, Plan Bee December 2023, cont’'d

(Continued from page 14)

seminated queens, package bees, nucleus colonies,
queen cells, virgin queens, and naturally mated
breeder queens mated in specific geographically iso-
lated breeding locations.

“Survey respondents reported selling 2,664 ex-
ported queen products, all originating from Western
Australia with 99% exported to Canada and 1% ex-
ported to Fiji.

“It’s important to note the survey was undertaken
before Varroa destructor (Varroa mite) was detected
in NSW in June 2022. Varroa mite is likely to impact
queen production and the sale of queen products to
domestic and export markets, but how and to what
extent, we don’t know at this stage.”

Additional information on queen bee production
was also sought outside the survey. The NSW DPI
annual market access reporting yielded additional
details on 2021-2022 queen bees and package bee
sales for NSW to the interstate domestic and export
markets.

A number of recommendations have been made
based on survey findings.

They include the establishment of an official reg-
ister of Australian queen breeders and producers to
assist the domestic market to locate production or
breeder queens to purchase and sustain their business

EMIUM EUROPEAN
EQUIPMENT

enterprises, while also connecting queen breeders
and producers to potential new markets.

“Clear delineation of queen breeders and produc-
ers will assist in the development of a market for
queen breeders of elite selected stock. Queen breed-
ing requires additional work that must be remunerat-
ed, which is difficult when the market doesn’t under-
stand the difference,” Ms Frost said.

“The low volume of queen exports as well as do-
mestic sales proportionate to registered beekeepers
do not justify raising the queen bee levy, which is
currently set at zero.”

View full survey findings here

View factsheet here

For more information visit the Plan Bee program
here

Record keeping for beekeepers:
Review of applications and technology available for
beekeepers and bee breeders

Record keeping is an integral part of beekeeping
and is required by the Australian Honey Bee Industry
Biosecurity Code of Practice (the Code) (Plant Health
Australia 2016). Inspections must be carried out at
least twice a year, at least four months apart.
According to the Code, beekeepers must keep a min-
imum record of the following, which significantly

(Continued on page 16)

BEEKEEPING
SUPPLIES

AUSSIE
OWNED
i P . 1

WE'RE HERE FOR EVERY BEEKEEPER
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(Continued from page 15)

assists with biosecurity: date of the inspection;
strength assessment of colonies; pests and diseases
found; actions and treatments used for pests and dis-
eases; details of tests for American foulbrood; date,
number and locations of hive movements; date and
supplier of bee introduction and used hive and hive
components; and details of biosecurity training un-
dertaken by the beekeeper and employees.

These records can be kept either electronically or
on paper, and must be kept for at least three years.

Keeping detailed records is crucial for complying
with biosecurity regulations and gaining insight into
bee biology over time (Bolshakova and Nifio 2018),
as well as for monitoring the performance of colo-
nies, which assists with making informed decisions
regarding building profitable businesses.

Depending on beekeepers’ goals and interests, a
variety of records can be maintained, including apiary
information such as weather, location and flora; de-
tails about the colony, such as temperament, frames,
brood, equipment, and queen presence; harvest rec-
ords for pollen and honey; actions taken, such as
treatments, feeding and hive movement; and finances,
including honey sales and equipment costs. All bee-
keepers should prioritise keeping accurate and com-
prehensive records to improve their practices.

One group of beekeepers who could particularly
benefit from record keeping is bee breeders and
queen producers. Bee breeders have frequently cited
a lack of time for not performing colony evaluations
and keeping records. Recording queen introductions,
pedigree and trait evaluations would enable better bee
breeding.

Record keeping for bee breeders

Plan Bee is the national honey bee genetic im-
provement program. It provides a platform with tools
and technology to introduce modern animal breeding
techniques into the Australian beekeeping industry.
These techniques will enable the production of esti-
mated breeding values (EBVs) in the future. EBVs
give the genetic merit of the queen — i.e. how much
of the difference in observed performance between
colonies is due to the genes of the queen. EBVs can
increase the efficiency of the selection process.

To calculate an EBV, the following data is need-
ed: unique queen ID; queen age; date introduced;
queen mother ID and any other pedigree data availa-
ble; the load the colony is kept in; the apiary the col-
ony is in; the date of the colony trait evaluation; and
trait evaluation records.

Other tools for trait recording

Other technologies are available to reduce the time
taken to perform colony inspections. These include
hive scales; sensors to measure humidity and temper-
ature within colonies, carbon dioxide concentration,
and the number of foragers entering and exiting colo-
nies and whether they are carrying pollen; sound re-
corders; local weather data recorders; and infrared
technology to estimate colony population.

Scope of this report

There is a plethora of apps that allow beekeepers
to record their data via technology, assisting them
with record keeping. This report summarises many
of the apps available below for their utility in general
record keeping and record keeping for Plan Bee. Da-
ta from apps that can export to .csv format may be
able to be integrated with the Plan Bee database.

AgriFutures Honey Bee & Pollination Program Industry Development Grants are now open

for the 2023-24 application period.

The grants seek to expand industry understanding, knowledge and skills to drive the Australian honey bee and polli-
nation industry into the future. This year there is a particular focus on supporting Early Career Researchers (ECR)
on their research journey. Annelies McGaw, Manager, Research AgriFutures Australia said the industry develop-
ment grants were introduced to address current challenges. “It’s been a tough few years for the industry. The
2019/20 Black Summer bushfires, the floods in Northern NSW earlier in the year, and now biosecurity threats like
varroa mite have resulted in significant hive losses, with potentially devastating implications for the nation’s agricul-
tural sectors and food security resources. While research and development will play a role in rebuilding the indus-
try, participation and innovation are key to ensure the profitability and sustainability of the industry”. Applications
for the Industry Development Grants (up to $7,000) may focus on, but are not limited to, research funding including
PhD top-ups, industry body development, personal development or travel. “Ultimately applicants must clearly
demonstrate a strong benefit for the industry at large and not just to one organisation or individual,” said Ms

McGaw.

Applications must also address one or more of the strategies outlined in the Strategic Plan. These include to:

. Identify and develop technology for improved hive performance

o Increase capacity within research community and future industry leaders

o Improve understanding of nutrition best practice and disease interaction

o Improve understanding of the benefits of honey and develop chain traceability

o Improve understanding of pollination strategies that impact crop yields and improve hive health
. Improve understanding of floral resources as assets for the Australian honey bee industry.

For more information on requirements, evaluation criteria and Terms of Reference visit: https://agrifutures.com.au/
funding-opportunity/agrifutures-honey-bee-and-pollination-program-industry-development-grants/

Applications close Monday, 5 February 2024 at 12 noon (AEDT).
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L +61(0)4 81972930 [ info@mineralbee.com.au & www.mineralbee.com.au

250ml $29.95 - 1 Litre $59 - 5 Litre $200 - 10 Litre $400 - 1000 litre by request

AGRISEA BEE SUPPLEMENT

Agrisea is made from New Zealand kelp which is fermented to extract the vitamins, minerals and
Amino acids to promote greater brood raising and improved health. Bees prefer Agrisea as it is
more palatable than other supplements, try it and compared the taste. Agrisea can be fed to bees
with sugar syrup, added to water, or in patties. When putting stickie frames back onto bees spray
them with water and Agrisea. This will stop the bee robbing and help the bees clean the combs,
as well as increase brood laying. No residues and all-natural components.

1 litre $39, 5 litre $105, 20 litre $300

BLUE JACKETS
Blue jackets are made from a lightweight ventilated material. Amazingly it is rare for the bees to
sting through the material. Cool to wear and easy to slip on, no zippers or other problem areas.
Hand wash and they dry in a few hours. Can be placed in the glove box or under the car seat. $60

posted Australia wide,

Also FULL DEPTH ASSEMBLED & WIRED PINE FRAMES
And PAULOWNIA TIMBER LOCK JOINT FULL DEPTH & IDEAL BOXES
and more

GEELONG HONEY P/L TRADING AS EDMONDS HONEY
5 LOWER DUNEED ROAD. MOUNT DUNEED 0412 735 179

www.edmondshoney.com.au
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 8.30AM TO 5PM CLOSED SUNDAYS
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MORE TREES FOR BEES AT
STRATHFIELDSAYE ESTATE
By John Kennedy

A major farm reafforestation project is nearing
completion near Stratford in Gippsland on the 2,100
hectare property Strathfieldsaye Estate. It is one of 14
such projects that are active nationwide in five states.

Strathfieldsaye Estate, dating back to around 1842,
was formerly owned by the Disher family for three
generations, who bequeathed it to the University of
Melbourne, who in 2013 then transferred it to the Aus-
tralian Landscape Trust. The property is regarded as
having one of the best remnants of forest redgum and
grassy woodlands, and includes portions of the proper-
ty which have never been cleared.

The Greening Australia project is planting 350,000
trees on land which has been specially prepared and
are mostly eucalypts. With the passage of time allow-
ing the trees to become established there are expected
to be seasonal opportunities for beekeepers on this or
neighbouring holdings to participate in hive place-
ments.

The property and project is registered with the
Clean Energy Regulator as a carbon farming initiative
enabling businesses to purchase carbon credit units to
help offset greenhouse gas emissions that their opera-
tions may create. These credits are helping to fund
the restoration works on the property.

NEW ALMOND PROJECT UNDERWAY
By John Kennedy

Almond plantations are now arising in the Goul-
burn Valley, with an investment manager and devel-
oper which trades as goFARM from a base in Cre-
morne (Melbourne) launching a proposed $A90 mil-
lion new almond development on a portfolio of
farms it has consolidated at Katunga.

The farm area, known as Sandmount, is about
6,000 hectares and comprises former dairy and crop-
ping properties.

The company has secured an agreement with
Goulburn Valley Water to access up to 1,800 megali-
tres of recycled water from a nearby treatment plant
which processes Mooroopna’s water.

The first almond area is now planted with drip
irrigated almond trees. The project apparently al-
ready employs four staff and this could grow to 12-
15 in coming years. goFARM says that the site had
the right soil types for almonds.

A USA and California based consultant David
Dell has been advising goFARM on the project, and
is quoted as saying that there are opportunities for
more almond groves in Australia.

goFarm already operates the Canally Almond
project in the Sunraysia industry based in NSW near
the Darling and Murray River junction.

However according to the company’s web site the
new project will be planted to the self-pollinating
Shasta variety which will require only one beehive
per hectare (which it says compares with six hives
per hectare in current established plantings).

Nevertheless this project seems likely to add to
the demand for honey bees as pollinators in the im-
mediate future.
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W Compactly packaged &
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M Low capital & low
installation costs

Il No boiler attendant
requirad
(state regulations may
Emit maximum capacty)

Hl Simple installation
requiras only connection
of water & slectricity

H No flue - no fire
- no risk of explosion
- no fumes or smell

Il No oil storage tank
- no oil deliveries

M Claan equipment
& work area

755 Botany Road
Rosehery nsw z20ms

Ph: [02] 8338 8660
Fax: [02] 8338 8661

Steam

For decapping, extractors,
wax reducer & wash down
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ticated burner/ignition/
draft controls - no fire
brick maintenance

I Corrosion resistant, no
tubes, gussets or stays -
no heat transfer surfaces
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SIMONS BOILER CO.
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34 Strong Avenue,
Thomastown, Victeria 3074
Ph: (03] 8462 6700

Agents in all other states

www.simonsboiler.com.au




Dr Tom Seeley On Bait Hives

By John Kennedy

Dr Tom Seeley from Cornell University is one of the
world’s most renowned researchers on a variety of bee
topics and issues, but he is a gun on bait hives.

His research on bait hives goes back as far as 1975
when he first placed half a dozen likely bait hives out in
his local environment in New York State, for a 50%
result in hives collected. He subsequently has greatly
increased the number maintaining the 50% average col-
lection result rate.

His detailed work has led to him to design the right
type of bait hives in their cubic capacity (about 1.5 cu-
bic feet). the size of the entry (about two and a half
inches), where best to place them (north facing here)
and originally high up in trees (but now he says much
closer to the ground for easier, safer removal or collec-
tion).

He has recently extended his studies with a compari-
son with bait hive responses to varroa by adding import-
ed queens (in this case from a noted Hawaiian producer)
instead of leaving hives collected from bait hives in his
apiary with their own queens. His conclusion is that the
hives left in original condition, that is with their own
queens, do much better, have greater winter survival
skills and are better than those with imported queens,
and they have a much lower Varroa mite load.

He also produces three rules on bait hives 1/ you
need to have the right sized box to attract the swarm
(preferably with old drawn comb included), 2/ they
need to be placed correctly (relative to height above
ground and in a shaded position) and 3/ placed at the
right time (pending the swarming season).

Dr Tom’s Iowa Honey Producers Association
presentation is excellent, and will be a vital reference
for bee swarm collection in the spring. Search it out.

AHBIC December newsletter
CEO report

AHBIC’s time is still being consumed with the Varroa response. We have been focused on getting agreement to the
transition to management plan to enable the rollout of broad scale training for beekeepers as quickly as possi-
ble. We are hopeful for CCEPP agreement in December and final sign-off from NMG in January.

AHBIC has been strongly advocating for training and education across the country, boots on the ground to support
beekeepers across the country and a number of other activities including a national heat map, Coloss survey, updat-
ing of the CoP, queen breeding workshops and a queen breeding sector capacity and capability report.

Achieving agreement to the plan is slow as there are 26 votes from 26 parties that all have their individual require-
ments and needs.

Backyard & Sideliner Specialists
Premium Apiary Supplies & Training

Beekeepers Servicing Beekeepers Australia wide
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Mick Camilleri

By Bill Ringin with Linda Filsell

The following is a brief history of G.A.A. life
Member Mick Camilleri’s memories of his experi-
ences over his 80+ years as a beekeeper, combined
with those of Nola, who has been with him much of
this time. They are both still very active in the in-
dustry.

When I was about six
years old, I used to get
the mail and Argus pa-
per at the Tostaree Post
Office, which  was
owned by the Johnson
Family and was next to
our farm. Dave Johnson
ran the farm, and Bill
Johnson looked after the
Apiary.

In 1927 they extract-
ed 600 x 60lb (27kg)
tins of honey at
Tostaree. Bill told me
every tree produced
honey that year. By
having a good return in
money they paid off debts on the farm and bought two
new Chrysler cars in 1928.

Bill used to take me around the honey shed to fill
containers for customers and give me a taste of the hon-
ey. When I got a bit older he would put an overcoat
and bee veil on me and take me to the bees they had,
which were not very friendly, I used to swell up when I
was stung. My mother used to put a blue bag on me (it
was used for washing clothes).

Bill lent me a Vic Ag book on Eucalyptus flowering
and a book to read on beekeeping. He sold me 10
frame boxes for 10 shillings. I was about 12 years old
helping my father plant maize on the flat when a swarm
came over, so he started hitting a tin with a stick so the
swarm landed and I put it in a hive, but it didn’t sur-
vive.

[ used to check water holes for bees then follow their
flight path to hives in trees and cut the tree down to get
the bees out and put in a box. We used to get the
Weekly Times paper and there was an advert in it “for
sale eight frame bee hives” I got a Postal Note and or-
dered two hives from a beekeeper in Geelong. They
came by goods train to Tostaree Railway Station.

We, as a family went to Nowa Nowa Church on
Sunday and on the way there was a beekeeper working
his bees in the bush. When we came home I got the
bike and went up to see him. It was Claude Ilton and he
was checking the bees and looking at the queen. I told
him I bought two hives and he came down and checked
them out. He said I’ve got bad news, they have A.F.B.
so we took them into the Nowa Nowa Saw Mill and
burnt them in a fire. Claude was a Bee Inspector and
worked with Laurie Braybrook. The chap that sold me
the hives only had a Post Office Box Number in his ad.
Laurie went to the Postmaster to get his name but the
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Postmaster wouldn’t tell Laurie, so he and Claude took
turns to see who used the box. Later Laurie discovered
who owned the box and they, over time, became good
friends, and Snowy also became a much better beekeep-
er.

I bought 20 hives off Jim Thom, he used to work for
Allan Worchester, a beekeeper at Lakes Entrance.

Wairewa School where Mick attended.

I left the Wairewa School at 14 years old, my father
said we would build a dairy shed and start milking
COWS.

At his time we bought our first vehicle for the farm.
We also did cropping, bean and pea seed and later
sweetcorn and maize.

I joined the V.A.A. when I was 16 years old to get
the magazine.

At 17 years old I had approximately 60 hives. Bill
Roderick used to call in to see me — he packed honey in
Bairnsdale and took it up to the Orbost shops and also
the Gippsland shops. I sold him my bees because every
time I wanted to work them my father wanted me to do
farm work.

[Around this time Mick and Nola Forrest met and
developed a close relationship. Nola’s family lived in
Lakes and she worked at the hospital.]

Bill Roderick let Ernie Goode take over his honey
packing, Laurie Braybrook would stop with Ernie when
he came to Gippsland as an Apiary Inspector, and they
would both call in to have a look at my hives on their
way to Orbost. I bought some queen bees from Frank
Johnson who was an Italian Queen Breeder from
Bruthen and they made all the difference to my bees.

I got out of dairying in 1970 and went contracting
bush work and earthworks. I used to get hives of bees
from trees that got knocked over and put them in a box
and started up with bees again. Ernie, Terry and Mar-
garet Goode put their bees on
our farm for the honey flows
of Roundleaf Box over the
| years. Tostaree was a good
.. area for Roundleaf Box flows
- and extraction was carried
out on site with the bees, in a
tent.

Later, I built an extracting
shed, with a two frame hand

(Continued on page 23)




Mick Camilleri, cont'd

(Continued from page 22)

driven extractor, and used a hot water urn for uncap-
ping. The uncapping knives were heated in hot water,
all by primus stove and I had a galvanised settling tank.
Later on I used a container with water heated with the
primus stove to make steam for the uncapping knife. I
bought a Jacko steam boiler and I’m still using it today.

The honey buyers paid one shilling per pound (450
grams), which was top money. We sold it in 44 gallon
(300kg) drums and 60lb (27kg) tins with metal bungs,
often soldered in bungs.

In the year 1990 Nola and I
went over to North Eastern
Victoria to work Canola, Sal-
vation Jane, and Blue Gum.

We pollinated thirty acres of
Kiwi Fruit (see photo left) at

Orbost for a num-
ber of years, also
Almonds at Swan
Hill up until 2019.

We had about
180 hives around
this time and
when we had bees
away, we would
camp nearby in a
tent.

Part of our 180 hive Apiary

Later we bought a
caravan, and stayed
on site with the bees.

We would work
on hives taking the
honey off. Nola
would work putting
clearer boards on the
& supers for two or
three days so the
bees cleared from
the supers.  Nola
helped with all the beekeeping jobs as everyone put
their shoulders to the wheel when necessary.

Our vehicles became more sophisticated as time
went by. Loading ramps, cranes etc to take the back
breaking work out of it.

(Continued on page 24)

EXPORTERS

ABN 96078 192 300

Prices include GST:
1=00%: 0o csvscmiesniiionma: $33.50 each
Fled9. . covavimamaminsmnes $31.00 each
50-100 .o, $29.00 each
OVER 100 (in total) ............. $28.50 each

200 and over—Discounts apply
Queen Rearing Manager: Rose Taylor - 0409 667 908

Package bees available October to March...
Terms: Payment prior to delivery/pick-up

FOR ORDERS OR ENQUIRIES CONTACT
ROSE and NICOLE TAYLOR / ROWENA

1800 024 432 FREE CALL from anywhere in Australia
(Call from anywhere in Australia for the price of a local call)

IF UNANSWERED: (02) 6368 3788

Or write: 58 Marshalls Lane, Blayney, NSW 2799
Email: agbe@bigpond.com / Fax: 02 6368 3799

January 2024 23



Mick Camilleri, cont'd

(Continued from page 23)

Being members of the G.A.A. and the V.A.A. we
met a lot of beekeepers and had a lot of good times. We
went to the G.A.A and the V.A.A. meetings, Field Days
etc., and made good friendships with quite a few and
looked forward to the bus trips the G.A.A. ran to the
V.A.A’s field days in central Victoria.

In recent times Mick was asked to act as a Mentor,
to assist the new Orbost Bee Carers Group in training
new members to become familiar in the craft of bee-
keeping. Mick looked after this group for two or three
years very successfully.

The contribution Mick has made and continues to
make to the beekeeping industry is invaluable, and as a
Master Beekeeper Mick continues to advise beekeepers
on how to manage bees in a professional manner.

Moving bees was a big job
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(Continued from page 24)

-

Above: Bob Stevenson (Stevo) organised bus trips each year to the
Bendigo Field Days. This trip and photo were taken in 2011 and
was very much enjoyed by all.

Photo left: Mick receiving Life
Membership from the GAA.
Right: Mick speaking at a GAA
meeting.
Far right: Mick, a Master Bee-
keeper

[R)EDPATH'S
(B)EEKEEPING
UPPLIES

A Family Business since 1964

Phone (03) 9587 5950
Email redpaths@redpaths.com.au
Web www.redpaths.com.au

“Supplying beekeepers for over 50 years”

Opening hours

Redpath Quality “Weed Process” Comb Foundation Monday to Friday:
Alliance (NZ) Beekeepers Woodware 9am - 5pm

Lega (ltaly) Extractors, Honey Tanks and Pumps Saturday morning:

Pierce (USA) Electric and Steam Uncapping Knives (August to March)

Beeco (AUS) Stainless Steel Smokers 9am - 12pm

Ecrotek (NZ) Full Bee Suits

193 COMO PARADE EAST,
And many more quality apiary items also available in PARKDALE 3195

our shop and online.
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AVZANT | sesceepine Loaer

Compact Articulated Loaders

BEE SMARTER. WORK SMARTER.

Add efficiency, comfort and versatility with a multi-purpose loader
from Avant Equipment Pty Ltd

Manufactured in Finalnd to the highest specifications, these machines are reliable
and well designed for access, safety and ease of maintenance. Free call 1800 686 ﬁﬂ
411 to organise your obligation free demo! : >

,\l;l(l(: i:l-l 7lA"in|;u|(|

v~ Ability to load the truck from
one side using telescopic boom

v~ Huge lifting capacity up to
1500kg

v~ Park sideways across truck

v~ Optional air-conditioned cabin

v~ Self Levelling Boom

v~ Prompt delivery Australia wide

v~ All terrain 4wd with
outstanding stability

v~ Backed by a Family business for
over 25 years

v~ Save time and man power

v~ Easy to access and operate

v~ Over 200 attachments

v~ Easy finance options available

1800 686 411 | sales@avantequipment.com |
www.avantequipment.com
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New Mificide Development

Wed 13" December 2023
Véto-pharma and SFU reach agreement to develop
solution to save honey bees against varroa mites.

Varroa mites are one of the major threats leading to
bee colony losses at a global level.

Véto-pharma will support Simon Fraser University
(SFU) in the development and registration of a new
miticide based on the innovative compound recently
discovered and patented by SFU.

Bees are sentinels of our environment and are re-
sponsible for the production of around 30% of the
world’s consumable food. Varroa mites, a deadly para-
site that affects honey bees, is the main challenge that
beekeepers face to protect their beehives today. Health
and survival of honey bees are major issues that have
implications for local and global wellbeing.

Understanding this challenge, the announcement that
SFU and Véto-pharma have reached an exclusive col-
laboration agreement to evaluate the effectiveness of a
new asset in controlling varroosis is exciting
news! The cooperation between the parties is a signifi-
cant step forward, and both are optimistic about the po-
tential of the new asset in protecting honeybees and
securing their future.

In the beekeeping industry, few companies invest in
innovation. However, Véto-pharma, a French veteri-
nary pharmaceutical laboratory with almost 3 decades
of experience and knowledge in bee health, is dedicated
to offering innovative solutions by investing annually 8
-10% of their revenues. Véto-pharma, a world leader in
honeybee health, works tirelessly to ensure the future of
the beekeeping industry. In addition to product devel-
opment, they also actively engage in research and edu-
cation to raise awareness about the importance of bee
health and the threats they face. They collaborate with
beekeepers, researchers, and industry experts to share
knowledge and develop best practices for bee manage-
ment. By constantly striving to improve bee health,
they aim to safeguard their vital role in pollination and
food production.

The limited availability of effective options for var-
roa control poses a challenge for beekeepers to adapt
their strategies for varroa control. Therefore, finding a

chemical compound that can effectively eliminate var-
roa mites without harming bees is a difficult task. Nev-
ertheless, this new chemical compound under develop-
ment could give beekeepers an edge in the fight against
varroa mites.

Véto-pharma is excited to support this promising
project and to collaborate with SFU to bring innovation
to beekeepers around the world. We are confident that
our unique capabilities will be valuable to turn this dis-
covery into a valuable solution to allow beekeepers to
fight against varroosis in an efficient manner.

SFU is equally excited for this collaboration and
translate leading edge research from the chemistry lab
of Professor Erika Plettner to help protect bee-colonies
globally. The discovery of the new acaricide began in
the early 2000s when the Plettner group began looking
for compounds that could interfere with chemorecep-
tion in insects. Insects use chemical signals to com-
municate with each other, detect their hosts, signal dan-
ger, to name a few. Chemoreception is the process by
which these signals are detected, an essential process
for survival of insects. The team discovered that the
acaricide could paralyze and “confuse” the mite Varroa
destructor.  After initial laboratory assays, multiple
small-scale field trials were conducted in Canada to
demonstrate that the compound could be used to signifi-
cantly decrease the number of mites in a colony. Treat-
ments currently used are few, and they each have their
challenges or limitations. To manage mites in bees
more effectively, more options for treatment are re-
quired, to implement integrated pest management
(IPM) schemes.

SFU personnel are committed to conduct further
research to ensure the full potential of this technology is
realized. SFU’s Technology Licensing Office (TLO)
has supported the commercialization of this technology
by protecting the IP and brokering the collaboration
with Véto-pharma. The future of the technology, after
further industry testing, could result in one of the most
useful tools to ensure healthy bee colonies worldwide.

See more: https://www.blog-veto-pharma.com/en/
new-treatment-against-varroa-mites-veto-pharma-and-
simon-fraser-university-join-forces/

NQI SEEKS BETTER BEES
By John Kennedy

The Varroa Mite continues to concentrate the attention of bee industry group in the USA even though it has impact-
ed beekeepers for over 20 years. A recent new initiative is designated the Northern Queen Initiative based in Michi-
gan where it is registered and is actively seeking support and funding.

Its website www.sbgmi. org describes its role as being “organized to educate and train beekeepers in queen rearing
techniques. “We seek to improve the value and production of locally adapted survivor stock queens.”

Further, that it will provide training for interested beekeepers to raise queen bees while improving genetics with op-
portunities to participate in queen improvement through a queen rearing program.

The NQI says its training is focused on proven techniques with access to breeding stock that “thrives in northern
cold climates (of the USA), exhibits good honey production and possesses a calm temperament and are mite re-
sistant.”

Further information is that there is an objective to create alternatives to the permeation of prophylactic and systemic
chemical treatment education and practice for mites in modern beekeeping.

“The simple objective is to equip beekeepers with knowledge to reduce the dependence on these toxic interventions
and facilitate sustainable beekeeping that trends towards better bred bees.”
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Compulsory Honey Levies

Producers who sell more than 1500 kg of honey
(retail) are required to keep records and pay a honey
levy of 4.6 cents per kilogram.

Records of sales are required to be kept from 1 Janu-
ary to 31 December, and the closing date for payment is
the following February 28",

Penalties are charged for late returns. There is also a
requirement that the producer should make those rec-
ords available to an Inspector at any time of request.

Honey levy is payable by the producer (ie the person
who owned the product immediately before sale).

If honey is used in production of other goods, levy is
payable by the person who uses the honey in the pro-
duction of those goods. Honey export charge is paya-
ble by the exporter.

The levy may be paid on a quarterly or annual basis.

The honey levy and charge rate comprises Emergen-
cy Plant Pest Response (EPPR), NRS testing, PHA
membership and research and development (R&D), as
shown in the table below:

Levy & charge component Rate

EPPR 2.7 cents per kilogram
NRS 0.3 cents per kilogram
PHA 0.1 cents per kilogram
R&D 1.5 cents per kilogram
TOTAL 4.6 cents per kilogram

Specialising in

Caucasian

Marked Queens ----- $40 ea
-9 eeee- S35 ea
10-49  ----- $30 ca
50-199  ----- $27 ea
200 plus per season ~ ----- Discounts Apply
QueenCells  ----- S8 - collect only

Breeder Queens - $825

Naturally mated on a remote island.
Post & Handling S$15 per dispatch under 50 qty.

Prices include GST
Valid September 2019 to March 2020

Terms: Payment 10 days prior to dispatch.
For orders contact:
John Covey
Email: sales@coveybees.com.au
Ph: 0427 046 966
PO Box 72 Jimboomba QLD 4280

For further information: -

The Director,

Levies Revenue Service

Locked Bag 4488,

Kingston ACT 2604.

Tel. 1800 020 619

Fax: 02 6272 5695

www.agriculture.gov.au

Please note this levy is compulsory and not to be
confused with the AHBIC voluntary contribution.

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/ag-farm-food/levies/

Levies Online available for Honey levy and export
charge returns

You can now submit your honey levy and export charge
returns using Levies Online.

Information on how to use Levies Online:

If you are a first time user, you will need to select the
‘Register as Online User’ button, where you will be
required to provide the following information:

e LRS account number
e Australian Business Number (ABN)

e email address
Note: there is no charge to register or use Levies
Online.

Levies Online available for Honey levy and export
charge returns - DAFF (agriculture.gov.au)

McCahon’s
Bee
Material

Call and see Barry and his gang
at work making foundation.
Bring your wax to be
processed into foundation.

. Supers
. Frames
. Lids

. Bottoms

and most lines on hand
Jubilee Lake Road
Daylesford, Victoria
Ph: 03 5348 2533

28 Australian Bee Journal




And Now It's The Keeper’s Hive

By John Kennedy

A group of three US beekeep-
ers and professionals, one of |
whom, Dr George Datto, is a
medical doctor who operates a 70
hive apiary, have invented and
patent protected in the USA what
they call The Keeper’s Hive. .

Importantly, by the end of &8
February, they will have launched
an Indiegogo public fund raising,
seeking up to $US200K to manu-
facture and produce their inven-
tion.

The Keeper’s Hive is designed
with the hobby beckeeper, espe-
cially the less able, in mind.

See the website
www.thekeepershive.com where
there is an informative few
minutes long demonstration video
on show.

The three developers say,
“there are two types of beekeep-
ers ... those with sore backs and
those that will get sore backs”.

Their new product idea is that
the Langstroth hive is the most
popular beehive in the world, but
its major flaw is that the boxes
can get very heavy,

Their product uses many
standard Langstroth components,
but it requires minimal lifting to
manage.

Their product provides access to the brood chamber
without the need to move any of the upper boxes.

Their release information says, “beekeepers can now
manage Langstroth style hives with significantly less
physical labour”.

Put simply their product idea is to make a standard
ten frame Langstroth brood box accessible with the
honey boxes being five frame multiple nucleus style
boxes on top.

This is achieved by their design (patent protected at
least in the USA) of a unique spacer bar design and as-
sembly which sits between the two conventional boxes.

The spacer bar includes a hinged part cover with a

K o3 £

(Photo: Supplied
Hive) Shows the concept using a specially
designed and patented in the USA timber
spacer barassembly that sits between a
standard ten frame Langstroth brood box
and as many as you care to add five frame
nucleus hives as honey supers. The hinged
entry to the timber spacer bar enables
examination and removal of the frames
from the ten frame brood box without
dismantling the full hive assembly with
a shorter five frame queen excluder
inserted between the two hive types.

glass window where the frames in
the standard brood box can be
viewed, accessed and slid out as
necessary for maintenance tasks
without the need to dismantle or
. separate the hives.
K The bees are then protected in
the nucleus five frame boxes
above with a smaller queen ex-
cluder and you can add as many
¥ nucleus style boxes as the season
« and the honey gathering ability of
your bees allows.

They inventors are also plan-
| ning to offer a Two Queen Keeper
| assembly as a “high risk, high re-
ward style” of beekeeping that can
produce significantly more honey
than a single colony hive, if suc-
cessfully managed.

The three inventors say that
M8 beta testing has been completed
" with the participation of numerous
beekeeping contacts, and that they
have already shown their prototype
hives to some notable bee com-
mentators like David Burns in the
UK and Frederick Dunn in the
USA to quite positive responses.

It will also be presented at the
North American Bee Equipment
Expo trade show this month.

There is more information
available at the website, and on
YouTube and Facebook via rele-
vant searches. Pre-orders will be
available during the launch of the crowd funding cam-
paign’s duration.

The three co-founders Dr George Datto, Nat Wolfe
(who is a master carpenter and backyard beekeeper) and
Dave McNeely, a business operations and marketing
professional, say that their funding target should be
enough to commission a competent product manufac-
turer.

They told me in a Zoom conversation that their prin-
cipal market target will be the recreational and hobby
beekeepers in the USA and Canada, with the rest of the
world, including Australia to follow if there is interest.

v

by The Keeper'’s

UNIQUE IRISH HONEY BLEND
By John Kennedy

Open Hive, the beekeeping enterprise in Ireland successfully initiated by three local beekeepers, has added a new
dimension to their honeys. They say their objective is to conserve the unique Irish black bee.

To further this aim they offer a range of district specific honeys.

Their latest value added product is a 227 gram jar that combines a blend of organic Dublin chillis, raw Irish honey,
Tipperary cider vinegar and Achill Island sea salt. They say this product was so successful the blend sold out in two
days. I think you can sense what it tastes like when they say it gives ”a lovely warm and sweet mix”.

As it sold out no indicative price is given.
For more information see www.openhive.ie
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Clayton Plastics

Servicing the honey industry
for over 40 years.

Jars & Squeezes

250gr & 500gr 300ml Twist 500gr Squeeze 500gr Upside 250gr & 500gr
Square Jars & Squeeze (Honey Comb) Down Squeeze Amber Jars
Pails
Non Tamper Proof Pails Tamper Proof Pails
500gr, 1kg. 1.5kg. 3kg. & 5kg Pail 1kg. 1.5kg Honey Pails & 10L. 15L, 20L Pails
(500gr, 1kg. 1.5kg available in clear as well) 2.2L, 5L Pails

AK

AU KINGSUN

Clayton Plastics

www.claytonplastics.com.au




Bee Frames - Wood and Plastic

Wood Frame Full Depth
Assembled With Wire

Wood Frame Full Depth
With Plastic Foundation
(Not waxed)

Plastic Frame Full Depth

Plastic Beehive

Plastic Beehive with 10 Frames
Material: food grade polypropylene
Thickness: 30mm

Working life: 30 years

Packing dimension: 60x50x44cm 13.8/kg

Features:

UV resistant

Thermal insulated increasing honey production

Light weight for easy lifting and carrying

Antioxidant plastic material for longer life expectancy
Holds standard and full depth frames

Easily assembled

Digital Thermometer

Built in ventilation

No painting required

What you get:

2 box hive consisting of:
1 x ventilated top cover

1 x full size super

1x Queen excluder

1x brood box

1x bottom board (including 2 feeders and pollen trap)
1x Entrance reducer

4 x Lock, Latch connectors

1x Temperature Gauge

Clayton Plastics A: 5 Lydia Court Epping, VIC 3076 P: (03) 8401 4248 F:(03) 84014969 E: sales@claytonplastics.com.au



Victorian Apiarists Association Inc. Constitution May 2022

PART D. BOARD & BOARD ELECTIONS

Powers of the Board

D.1. Unless the Act or the Constitution states to the contrary, all powers of the Association may
be exercised by the Board.

By-Laws

D.2. The Board may make By-Laws to deal with any matter not covered in thus Constitution.

D.3. A By-Law comes into operation one month after notification to the members of i1ts making,
but 1f, within one month of notification to the members of the making of a By-Law, a special
general meeting 1s requested to disallow the By-Law, the By-Law does not come info
operation if the motion to disallow the By-Law 1s approved at the Special General Meeting.

Types of Board membership and size of Board
D.4. (a) The Board consists of nine members:
(1) one member of the VAA appointed by each Regional Association.
(11) one member of the VAA appointed by each Branch.
(111) such number of generally elected Board members as will bring the total number of
Board membersfor that year to nine.
(b) A regional association cannot exercise 1ts right to appoint a Board member unless at
the annual census date
(1) It has a minimum of 25 members who are also members of the VAA: or
(11) 75 per cent of its total membership are members of the VAA_

Board member must be able to communicate electronically

D.5. A member cannot become a Board member 1if that person does not have access to electromic
means of communication and the ability to attend meetings electronically.

Returning Officer appointment

D.6. (a) The Board must, by 31 October 1n each year, appoint a person to conduct the processes for
appointment and election of Board Members.
(b) The Returming Officer cannot be a person who intends to be a Board member 1n the
following year, and 1s not required to be a member of the Association.

Appointed Representative Board Member process

D.7. (a) The Returming Officer nmst, before the end of December, deternune the date by whach the
Appointed Representative Board Members, who will take office at the next AGM, are to be
notified to the Returning Officer.

(b) The Returning Officer mist, before the end of December, notify each Regional Association
and each Branch of the date deternuned m the previous subRule.

(c) When the notification date has passed, the Returming Officer must notify all members of the
Appointed Representative Board Members who will take office at the next AGM.

Generally Elected Board Member process

D.8 (a) The Returning Officer must, not less than 8 weeks before the AGM, advise the members
that nonunations are called for generally elected Board member positions.
(b) Nomunations must be received at the registered address of the Association-not less than 5
weeks before the AGM.
(c) If the number of nomunations recerved 1s greater than the number of vacancies, the Refurning
Officer must, in accordance with By-Laws, conduct a ballot to be finalised before the AGM.

. (Continued on page 33)
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Victorian Apiarists Association Inc. Constitution May 2022, cont'd

(Continued from page 32)

(d) If the number of candidates nomunated for election 1s not greater than the number of
vacancies, allcandidates shall be immediately declared elected

(e) If the number of candidates 1s less than the number of vacancies, the Returning Officer muist
notify the members of the Association not less than 3 weeks before the AGM of the number of
vacancies to be filled by an election conducted by the Returning Officer at the AGM from
members nominated at that meeting_

(f) It 1s not necessary for a candidate nommnated for election at the AGM to be present at that
meeting 1f the consent of that person 1s provided in writing to the meeting.

Nomination for election as Generally Elected Board Member

D.9 (a) A nonunation for an elected Board member position must be signed by the proposer, who
must be an ordinary member of the Association. The candidate nmst also provide a signed
consent to the nomination. This may be on a separate document to be received at the
registered address by the same date as for the nomunation.

(b) All ordmary members of the association are eligible to stand for election for these positions
and to vote in the election.

Election of President and Vice-Presidents

D.10. (a) The President and two Vice-Presidents are elected from the members of the mcomng
Board by the members of the Association present at the Annual General Meeting.
(b) A member cannot be elected as President unless that person has previously been a
member of the Board for a mimimum of two years, which may be separated.
(c) The previous paragraph does not apply 1if there 1s no Board member who qualifies.

General duties of Board members

D.11. (a) As soon as practicable after taking office, each Board member must become fanuhiar with
this Constitution and the Act.
(b) The Board 15 collectively responsible for ensuring that the Association complies with the
Act and thatindividual Board members comply with this Constitution.
(c) Board members must exercise their powers and discharge their duties
(1) with reasonable care and diligence;
(1) 1n good faith in the best interests of the Association; and
(11) for a proper purpose.
(d) Board members and former Board members must not make improper use of
(1) their position; or
(1) mformation acquired by virtue of holding their position;
so as to gam advantage for themselves or any other person or to cause a detriment to the
Association.

Term of office of Board members
D.12. All Board members hold office from the end of the AGM until the end of the following AGM
and are eligible for re-appoimntment or re-election

AHBIC December Newsletter
CEO’s Report

In partnership with Croplife the Bee Connected app was relaunched in Canberra with some significant improvements
making the app more beekeeper friendly. I encourage all beekeepers who do pollination or place hives near crops

that are likely to be sprayed to check out the new look app https://beeconnected.org.au/.

January 2024

33



Invitation To Participate In A Stakeholder Interview

MACQUARIE
University

SYDNEY -AUSTRALIA

SCHOOL OF APPLIED BIOSCIENCES
Macquarie University, NSW 2109, Australia

E: anu.jayaweera@mgq.edu.au
Project: Opportunities for insecticide resistant
honey bees for pollination security

My name is Anu Jayaweera, a researcher in Applied
Biosciences. [ am part of a team working on a research

project to investigate
the potential of using
modern genetic engi-
neering tools to engi-
neer honey bees for
beneficial traits such as
pesticide resistance.
We are not performing
any genetic engineer-
ing. We are only evalu-
ating the technical, reg-
ulatory, and socio-
ethical landscape to
determine the prudence
of doing so. This will
be achieved via various
research activities in-
cluding reviewing the
relevant literature, con-
ducting stakeholder and
regulatory ~ meetings,
and a public survey.
One of our project
activities aims to under-
stand the pesticide us-
age patterns in Austral-
ia, their effects on hon-
ey bees, and strategies
used to mitigate the

negative impacts of
pesticides on honey
bees by conducting

stakeholder (beekeepers

and growers who use |

managed honey bees
for pollination services)
interviews. Further, we
are also interested in
understanding how bee-
keepers
anticipate any modified
honey bees would im-
pact their operations in
the future.

If you are a bee-
keeper or a grower
(who uses managed
honey bees for pollina-
tion) you can be a part
of our research. Please
let us know if you

34

and growers [§

“r
P _

would like to participate in our stakeholder interviews.
Your feedback will be very important for us and in any
honey bee research to understand the current situation
and thereby safeguard them and their services. Please
see the project flyer (below and next page) for more
information and please do not hesitate to contact me if
you need further information.

Thank you,

Best Regards,
Anu

Insecticide resistant
honey bees

PH22000: Opportunities for insecticide resistant honey
bees for pollination security

Climate change,
parasites,
pathogens &
pesticides are

major threats to

honey bee health. New solutions are

necessary to
overcome major
challenges

Healthy bee imposed on bees.
populations are
crucial for the
economy & global
food security. Genetic
engineering
technologies can
be used to
Our research will introduce
evaluate the beneficial traits

opportunity for into organisms.
gene-edited honey
bees for
insecticide-
resistance.

frontiers

An initative of Hort Innovation

MACQUARIE
University

Opportunities for insecticide resistant honey bees for pollination security is funded through
the Hort Frontiers strategic partnership initiative developed by Hort Innovation, with co-
investment from Macquarie University and contributions from the Australian Government.
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Invitation To Participate In A Stakeholder Interview, cont’'d

Honey bees are at greater risk...

Honey bees are exposed to various threats including extreme weather,
pathogens, parasites such as Varroa mites, and pesticides. The Australian
horticulture industry is greatly dependent on bees for pollination
services; therefore, maintaining healthy populations is critically
important. Genetic improvement is one of the best ways to deal with
these challenges. Current breeding programs are dependent on existing
genetic variation which can take many generations to establish.

Therefore, novel solutions are crucial to safeguard honeybees and
thereby to secure pollination. Recent advances in biotechnology have
enabled precise genome editing in many organisms, including bees.
These tools may be used to rapidly engineer strains to contain elite
genetic variants, study existing genetic variation to inform breeding
programs, and rationally develop novel traits.

Our project is aimed to,

study the opportunity landscape (stakeholder perspective, regulatory
barriers, technical requirements, and environmental impacts) for honey
bee genetic engineering for insecticide -resistance. It is a commercially
valuable trait that could be engineered for honey bees, which enables
farmers to manage pests effectively without interrupting pollination
services, also if Varroa mites were established in Australia, it could be
treated without negatively affecting the bees.

We will conduct various activities including a review of recent literature
on honey bee pesticide sensitivity/resistance, industry and stakeholder
interviews to understand the current situation of the Australian honey
bee industry and the pesticide usage patterns, meetings with regulatory
agencies to understand regulatory requirements, and a public survey to
get their perception on honey bee gene-editing technologies. This will
make a foundation for any future research studies on developing gene-
edited honey bees for beneficial traits such as insecticide resistance,
temperature tolerance, and improved honey production ....

How can you contribute?

Spare 20-30 minutes to share your experience in the honey
bee industry and opinions on how anticipated honey bee gene-
editing would impact your operations.

This will help us to understand the current situation of honey bees and
pesticide usage in Australia, the priority pesticides on which insecticide-
resistant honey bees should achieved, and the stakeholder perspective
for honey-bee genetic engineering.

The ethical aspects of this study have been approved by the Macquarie University
Human Research Ethics Committee (HREC). HREC approval No. 16055

For more information contact:

Dr. Maciej Maselko - maciej.maselko@mg.edu.au

Dr. Anu Jayaweera - anu.jayaweera@mgq.edu.au
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VAA Resources
Management Comm.

Chairman: Ken Gell,

Mob: 0428 506 752
gellshoneymaryborough
@gmail.com

Secretary:

Angela Enbom

0400 261 233
angela_enbom@yahoo.com

Regional Managers
Central region:
Millie Enbom-Goad
Ph: 0400 083 582
millie_enbomgoad
@yahoo.com.au

North East region:
Andrew McCallum

Mob: 0448 577 780
rawhoneyvic@gmail.com

Sunraysia region:

Ron Robinson,

Ph: 03 5024 1068
honeybee711@bigpond.com

Port Phillip region:

Ashley Smith

Mob: 0419 155 857
lakesidehoney@outlook.com

Gippsland region:
lan Cane, Mob: 0428 516 325
iancane@bigpond.com.au

Western region:
Daryl Hobbs
0427 340 197

Agriculture Victoria:

Agriculture Victoria: Apiary team
Website: Honey bees | Livestock
and animals | Agriculture Victoria
Website:
www.agricultre.vic.gov.au/
livestock-and-animals/honey-
bees

To report a suspect exotic please
call: Exotic Plant Pest Hotline
1800 084 881

For enquiries and endemic
disease notification please use:
Ph: 136 186

Email honeybee.biosecurity
@agriculture.vic.gov.au.

The Varroa project team can also
be contacted at the above email.

36 Australiaon Bee Journal

Contacts

For enquiries related to permits
and movement restrictions:

Email honeybee.permits
@agriculture.vic.gov.au

For beekeeper registration please
log onto BeeMAX
www.bees.agriculture.vic.gov.au
or call the Bee Registration
Helpline 1800 356 761

Current Apiary Officers

Nikki Jones

Biosecurity Manager Apiary
1 Taylor Street, Epsom,
Victoria, Australia 3551
Mob: 0428 617 071

Email: honeybee.biosecurity
@agriculture.vic.gov.au

Karla Williams

Biosecurity Officer Apiary

1 McKoy Street, Wodonga,
Victoria, 3690

Mob: 0417 121 987

Email: honeybee.biosecurity
@agriculture.vic.gov.au

Adam Maxwell,

Biosecurity Officer Apiary
475-485 Mickleham Road,
Attwood, Victoria, 3049
Mob: 0428 893 595

Email: honeybee.biosecurity
@agriculture.vic.gov.au

Karyn Di Florio

Bee Biosecurity Officer
Email: honeybee.biosecurity
@agriculture.vic.gov.au

If you can’t reach an Officer and
need to talk to someone urgently,
please call the Customer Service
Centre: Ph: 136 186

Department of Environment,
Land, Water and Planning
(DELWP):

BAIRNSDALE:
Tracey West
BALLARAT:
Jennifer Bromley 0448 389 270
BENDIGO:

Melissa Dole 0436 615 569
Melissa.Dole@delwp.vic.gov.au
GEELONG
Linda Laurie
HEYWOOD
Jacki Hayward 03 5527 0444

03 5152 0422

03 5233 5519

HORSHAM:

Jess Dickerson 0437 913 538
MILDURA:

Dan Cadmore 03 5051 4349
SEYMOUR:

Kathryn Hamono 03 5735 4300
WODONGA:
Lloyd Beaty 02 6043 7936
Other contacts

Australian Honey Bee
Industry Council (AHBIC):
CEO: Danny Le Feuvre
Mob: 0402 467 780
AHBIC@Honeybee.org.au
PO Box 42, Jamison Centre,
Macquarie ACT 2614
www.honeybee.org.au

Crop Pollination Association
Stephen Targett,
Ph 0428 649 321

Honey Bee Research &
Development committee
(HBRDC)

Annie Stoddart

Program Coordinator Research
02 69236918
Annie.stoddart@agrifutures.com.au

VFF State Beekeeping Branch:
Secretary: Gail Rochelmeyer
Mob: 0408 592 091

Collingwood Childrens' Farm
Apiary Open 10.30-3.30

2nd & 4th Sunday of month.
collingwoodbees@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/
collingwoodbees

The Australian Bee Journal
welcomes contributions
from beekeepers and others for
inclusion in the journal.
Please send your original bee
and honey related photos,
articles, handy hints,
anecdotes, club activities etc to
abjeditors@yahoo.com

PhotemGeoff Jackson




VAA Inc Regional Groups
Bendigo Branch:

Carol Maunder,

Ph: 03 5446 7911
secretarybendigobranch-
vaa@gmail.com

General Information Q&A
Meetings - 71st Wed. each month
(except Jan & Dec)

Dinner at 6.00pm (optional)
Meeting at 7.00 pm.

Lakeside Hotel, Bendigo.
Executive Committee Meeting:
3rd Wed month as required.
Venue: As notified.

Please register to attend all
Meetings

Melbourne Section:
Secretary, Rob Kerr

Ph: 0421 078 387
Vaamelbournesection
@hotmail.com
www.vicbeekeepers.com.au/
Melbourne-Section
Information/ Education Meetings:
from 7:30 pm the last Thursday
of each month except December
Location: Church of Christ,

1 The Avenue, Surry Hills.
Sunraysia Branch:

Trevor Monson,

Ph: 03 5024 8674.
monsonshoney@bigpond.com
VAA Inc. Library Trust
Secretary: Russell Goodman,
Ph 03 9735 3836

Affiliated Organisations
Central Victorian Apiarists’
Association Inc (CVAA Inc.):
Millie Enbom-Goad

Ph: 0400 083 582
cvaa_inc@outlook.com

Contacts

Gippsland Apiarists’
Association Inc. (GAA Inc.):
Sue Harding,

Mob: 0408 343 779
hardstein@bigpond.com

North Eastern Apiarists’
Association Inc. (NEAA Inc.):
Secretary: Moss McCallum
secretary.neaa@gmail.com

“J” Beekeeping Club Inc.

35 Duncan's Lane, Diggers Rest
Meet on the 2" Wednesday each
month at 7pm

Southside Beekeepers Club:
Secretary: Ted Cottle

Ph: 0428 429 547
ted@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
7.30pm on the 4th Wed each
month at Monterey Secondary
College,

21 Silvertop St, Frankston North
Geelong Beekeepers Club
Pres: Stephen Fridey

Ph: 0401 897 579

info@geelongbeekeepersclub.org.au
Meetings third Friday of the
month at Belmont Masonic
Centre,

25 Regent Street, Belmont
Latrobe Valley

Beekeepers Assoc.

President: Sean-Paul Smith

E: LatrobeValleyBees
@gmail.com

Meets 7-9pm first Tuesday each
month, Old Moe Netball Courts,
99 Savages Rd. Moe

P.O. Box 323 Newborough 3825
Mob: 0466 041 199

Woodend Bee-Friendly Society
An action group of the Macedon
Ranges Sustainability Group

E: wbfs@mrsg.org.au

South Gippsland Beekeepers
Inc. Secretary: Anna Jones
Mob: 0411 770 062
secretary@sgbeekeepers.org.au
Web:http://www.southgippsland
beekeepers.org.au/

Meetings: second Thursday of
the month at St Peters Anglican
Church Hall, Cnr McCartin St. &
Bruce St., Leongatha
Melbourne Beekeepers

Club Inc:
Web:melbournebeekeepersclub.org.au
E: secretary@melbourne
beekeepersclub.org.au
Northwestern Bee Club Inc.
President: Roger Mitchell

Mob. 0407 427 431
northwesternbeeclub@gmail.com
Web: https://www.nwbee.club/
Mornington Peninsula
Beekeepers Association :

P.O. Box 186, Mornington, 3931
Ph: 0401 965 558

E: admin@mpba.org.au

Monthly MPBA Club Meeting -
4th Wednesday of every month
at 7pm Mornington Park Pavilion,
9 Flinders Drive, Mornington
Moonee Valley Beekeepers
Club Inc. (MVBC Inc.)
Secretary: Paul Kucera
mvbeekeepersclub@gmail.com
Meets at 7pm every 2nd Tuesday
of the month at Maribyrnong Park
Bowls Club, 195 Holmes Rd,
Moonee Ponds, VIC 3039
WerriBeeks Inc.

President: Carmel Gerdsen
Secretary: Helen Morland
Treasurer: Debbie Conway

E: werribeeks@gmail.com

AMERICAN

oy
- ‘BEE <JOURNAL
n The Beekeeper's Companion Since 1861

51 South 2nd St.. Hamilton. IL 62341
www.americanbeejournal.com

Helpful practical beekeeping advice and discussion of current beekeeping methods.

155 Years Experience

*Only §16 U.S. Dollars for
a Digital Subscription

*Paper edition §52 U.S. Dollars
per year—I12 big monthly issues

Bee Culture

The Magazine Of American Beekeeping
140 years Experience Today’s techniques -- Tomorrow’s Ideas
ONLY USS$15 for a digital Subscription
www.BeeCulture.com for details

Australia’s
Honeybee News

“The Voice of the Beekeeper”
The Journal of the NSW AA Inc.
Published bi-monthly
Annual Subscription
Aust. $65
Overseas $100 AUD

For more information contact:
The Editor, PO Box 7425,
SUTTON NSW 2620
Ph: 0427 552 001
honeybeenews@bigpond.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

HONEY BUYERS

Archibald’s Honey Co.
Spring Rd. Dingley, VIC,
3172 Ph: 03 9551 1860
Contact: Stuart Archibald

Email: rosalie@
archibaldhoney.com.au

kkkkkkkkkkkk

Beechworth Honey Ltd.

38-40 Hammersley Rd.
Corowa, NSW 2646
Ph: 02 6033 2322
Contact: Steve or Jodie
Goldsworthy

*hkkkkkkkkk

Beeman Honey &
Beekeeping Supplies
2/14-16 Tova Dr.
Carrum Downs Vic 3201
Ph: 0438 7465 01
Contact Moe Jarrad
majarrad@gmail.com
Beemanhoney.com.au
Capilano Honey Ltd
Capilano St.
Maryborough, VIC 3465
Ph: 07 3712 8224
0419 431 652
Contact: Stephen Covey
Goode’s Honey
Lot 1, 75 Bosworth Rd
Bairnsdale, VIC 3875
Ph: 03 5152 2180
Contact: Terry Goode
Honey Buyers Group
Martin Drake,
Bendigo or Melbourne
0409 808 332

kkkkkkkkkkkk

Redpath’s Beekeeping
Supplies
193 Como Parade East,
Parkdale, VIC 3195
Ph: 03 9587 5950
Alan Redpath
redpaths@redpaths.com.au

FOR SALE

Business for sale
Jeeralang Apiary Supplies
Koala Drive, Jeeralang Junction
Ph: 03 5122 2641
Servicing Gippsland and
Eastern Victoria

8 & 10 frame tin lids
New & recycled tin
KAS MANUFACTURING
Ph: 03 5449 6680
Mob: 0409 017 311

Index of Advertisers

AIR CTI

Aust. Queen Bee Exporters

Avant Equipment

Becs Beehive

Beechworth Honey

Beeplas Australia

Clayton Plastics

NEW MEMBERS .
ovey Queens
Will Edwards _
i Dalrympie view
Michael Porter Dalrymple View

WHIRRAKEE
HONEY PTY LTD

Manufacturing quality Australian
Beeco Smokers

White colorbond metal lid covers
Metal escape corners

Ph: 0427 843 383

www.redpaths.com.au
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VAA members are
reminded that they are
entitled to one FREE
6—line classified ad
each year. Contact
abjeditors@yahoo.com
Members Notices

(births, deaths etc)
are always free.

Denmar Apiaries

Edmonds Honey

(Geelong Honey)
Kelvin Trading

Lyson

McCahons Bee Material

NuPlas

Prestige Stainless

Redpaths Beekeeping
Supplies

Simons Boilers

Stafford Engineering
- Ezyl oader

Steritech

Whirrakee Honey

Whirrakee Woodware
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BEECHWORTH  CANSTAR

HONEY Nlow

Australia’s Most Satisfied
Customers

Thank you to Australia’s best beekeepers for supplying your honey to
us. Together we can be proud to be voted Australia’s #1 Honey.

kit kot k Fr et F
OVERALL SATISFACTION TASTE TEXTURE & CONSISTENCY
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RANGE VARIETY VALUE FOR MONEY PACKAGING DESIGN

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

If you're interested in selling your quality Australian honey or beeswax please call
Steven Goldsworthy on 0419 559 242 or 02 6033 2322.

beechworthhoney.com.au

CREAMY HONEY




E/ YLoader

www.ezvyloader.com

e Manufactured in Australia
e Six models
e Customised Service

e Unique levelling feature for ease of load handling

e Boom brake system — ease of under-supering and
requeening

e Split boom for load positioning anywhere within
reach

e Small footprint

e Fully self contained and low maintenance

e Special range of attachment for specific industries

e Manual lifting of beehives removed — saves backs!

M & K STAFFORD ENGINEERING PTY LTD
3/204 Southern Cross Drive, Ballina NSW 2478

B 02 6686 9736 | F 02 6681 6077 | M 0412 426 132
www.ezyloader.com | mail@ezyloader.com




